
  

 

Vine & Branches  
Area Faith Community 

www.vineandbranchesafc.org 
 

June 4, 2023 
The Most Holy Trinity 

I am the vine, you are 
the branches.  
Whoever remains in 
me and I in him will 
bear much fruit,  
because without me 
you can do nothing. 

John 15:5  

Liturgies This Week 

Mon 
June 5 

 No Mass  
Tobit 1:3; 2:1b-8; Mark 12:1-12 

Tues 
June 6 

(Spfld) 8:30am Mass +Loretta Ryan 
Tobit 2:9-14; Mark 12:13-17 

Wed 
June 7 

(Lamb) 
 

8:00am Mass  
Tobit 3:1-11a, 16-17a; Mark 12:18-27 

Thur. 
June 8 

 
 

NO MASS 
Tobit 6:10-11; 7:1bcde, 9-17; 8:4-9a;  
Mark 12:28-34 

Fri. 
June 9 

 
 

NO MASS 
Tobit 11:5-17; Mark 12:35-37 

Sat. 
June 10 

(Spfld) 
 

8:30am Mass +Sandy Windschitl 
Tobit 12:1, 5-15, 20; Mark 12:38-44 

Sun. 
June 11 

(Spfld) 
(Lamb) 

8:30am Mass +Ken Utz 
10:30am Mass –For the People 
Deuteronomy 8:2-3, 14b-16a;  
1 Corinthians 10:16-17; John 6:51-58 

Church of St. Raphael & Area Office 
20 W Van Dusen Street ~ 507-723-4137 
Springfield MN 56087 
Email: straphael@newulmtel.net 
Prayer Chain-Karen Brandl  507-920-6709 
 

Church of St. Joseph 
400 W 2nd Ave, PO Box 458  
Lamberton MN 56152 
& St. Thomas Oratory, Sanborn MN 
Email stjoseph@centurylink.net 
Prayer Chain– Sue Imker 507-829-1846 
 
 

Pastor 
Fr. Garrett Ahlers   Office Phone: 723-4141 
gahlers@dnu.org 
 

Deacon  
Dcn. Barry Reindl  Phone: 723-5952 
barkmr7@gmail.com 
 
 

Parish Secretary 
Raquel Kieper   723-4137 
straphael@newulmtel.net 
 

Parish Bookkeeper 
Connie Vogel   723-4138 
cvogel@newulmtel.net 
 

Faith Formation/Youth Ministry 
Karen Reindl     
mrsreindl@straphaelpk-6.com 
School Principal 
Beth Steffl     723-4136 
mrssteffl@straphaelpk-6.com 
 

School Secretary  
Bev Krueger    723-4135 
straysschooloffice@newulmtel.net 

The Mission of the Vine & Branches Area Faith Community empowered by the Holy Spirit is to bear fruit that will 
last as Jesus commanded: by celebrating and proclaiming our Catholic faith as disciples of Jesus using our  
God-given gifts; by reaching out to and welcoming all people; and by centering our lives on the Eucharist,  

sacraments, scripture, service and the teaching of the Church. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 4:30—5:15pm at St. Raphael 
Wednesday 7:15-7:45am at St. Joseph 
Wednesday 6:30-7:30 pm at St Raphael 
 

Prayer Chain 
507-920-6709, 507-276-2887, 507-227-6606 
Good Neighbor Thrift Store  723-5778 
20 E. Central, Springfield, MN 
Office of Catholic Charities 866-670-5163 

 

Baptism:  Pre-baptism classes required - Contact AFC Office 
Suggested fee for Sacrament of Baptism—$25.00 
Marriage:  All Catholics are to contact the par ish and  
pastor at least 6 months before their wedding. 

Mass Stipend $10.00 

Bulletin Deadline:  Wednesday at 1:00pm 

http://www.vineandbranchesafc.org
mailto:straphael@newulmtel.net
mailto:stjoseph@centurylink.net
mailto:cvogel@newulmtel.net
mailto:straphaelspringfield@gmail.com
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A.M.D.G. 

This weekend, concluding the former “octave of Pentecost,” the Church celebrates Trinity Sunday. Though in 
certain respects, this feast day is ancient in origin, it is also quite modern. After the event of Pentecost, 
something of the inner-mystery of God is revealed to the Church. God is “One”: the Scriptures enjoin us—
“I the Lord am your God, you shall have no other God’s besides me.” There is only one true God: not a 
plethora of gods or a pantheon of deities. It is only possible for the origin of all things that exist to come from the 
One God. And yet, we learn through the revelation of Jesus Christ and the gift of His Holy Spirit that, though 
God is One in essence, God is “Three” in persons—the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. This is why, since the 
most ancient days of the Christian religion, we have prayed the simple doxology: “Glory to the Father, and to the 
Son, and to the Holy Spirit…” This God who is One-in-Three (or “Triune”) is an eternal and dynamic 
communion of divine love. This ancient profession of faith in the Triune God—one God, Three Persons—has 
been put to the test many times. False teachings and incomprehensions have often challenged the doctrine 
of the Trinity; but, remaining faithful to the Scriptures and obeying the command of Jesus to “baptize all nations 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit” (because, why would we be baptized in the 
name of anyone but God?), the Church has always defended her orthodox doctrine of the Trinity.  
 
In a small way, the feast of Trinity Sunday is an occasion for the Church to reflect in an intentional way on this 
doctrine. In a sense, every day of the year is a celebration of the Trinity! Every day of the year, at every 
moment, we are invited, as Christians, to share the life of Jesus who unites us with our Father in heaven through 
the gift of the Holy Spirit—we who received a share in the life of the Triune God at our baptism are invited each 
day to live in true charity to let this life grow within us. Far from being an obscure doctrine for the 
theologians, the doctrine of the Trinity is at the heart of our Christian faith and is the supreme revelation 
given to our religion.  
 
This weekend, we also have a few other exciting things happening which I’d like to highlight. Firstly, a reminder 
that this Saturday, 3rd June 2023, St Raphael Catholic School is hosting “A Night in Havana.” While I will 
take some time to thank our extraordinary team of parents, friends, and volunteers who have sacrificed a lot of 
time and dedicated many efforts to this night, I want to encourage all of you, my dear parishioners, to join us 
for this extremely fun night in support of our school. The mission at St Raphael’s school is to lead our 
children closer to Jesus while providing excellent education. This fundraiser helps us to keep this mission alive in 
our parish and to support the important work of Catholic education. Thanks for your support, and I can’t wait to 
see many of you there! 
 
Also, looking ahead to this week, we have an exciting event in the parish of St Joseph. On Wednesday, 7th June 
2023, at the 8:00 am Mass, we will welcome Cole Jackson into the full communion of the Catholic 
Church. Cole has completed his learning and formation in preparation for this important day: through the Rite of 
Reception into the Catholic Church and the sacraments of Confirmation and the Holy Eucharist, he will be 
received into our Catholic communion. While the Mass will be relatively simple, it is an important moment not 
only for Cole but for our whole local Church—so please, come out and support us for this exciting day at St 
Joseph’s Church! Above all, let us keep Cole in our prayers as he is received into the Church; please, also pray 
for his fiancée, Talli, as their wedding is approaching in mid-June! 
 
I am also excited to announce that we have been able to secure a date for our annual Farm Mass. The parish of 
St Joseph is hosting this year’s Mass, and I am grateful to Sue and Jim Imker for graciously offering use of 
their farm! Because of the late-planting season an everything our farmers have been dealing with this year, we will 
need to have this Mass a little later than the previous year. Our Farm Mass will be in the afternoon on Monday, 
26 June 2023. More details will follow in subsequent posts, but mark your calendars for this occasion.  
 
One final note: I will be away from the parish to attend an ordination from Thursday through Saturday (8th—10th 
June). I apologize for any inconvenience this may cause, but appreciate your comprehension. Let us pray for one 
another!  
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~Church of St. Joseph~ 
Meetings and Activities 

This week we remember these people in our prayers. 
    Kathleen Valentin and Tim & Jill VanDerWahl 

                   Our Shepherd of the field:                                                    

              Father Matt Wiering 

~Please also pray for those in need ~   

St. Joseph Contribution Budget  
July 1, 2022 - June 30, 2023 

 Annual  Budget Budget to Date Received to Date 

Adults $60,000.00 $55,384.80 $66,892.86 

Student $300.00 $276.96 $197.95 

Loose Plate $2,500.00 $2,307.84 $2,322.92 

Last Week’s Parish Revenue-St. Joseph 

Adult Envelope $635.00 

Student Envelope $4.00 

Loose Plate $31.00 

Catholic Communications $10.00 

Ascension  $10.00 

Cemetery Fund $140.00 

Total $830.00 

Bruce Olson Mary Arnoldi Pat Dauer 

Barb Axford Linda Riley Bob Peterson 

Brett Baumann Marcie Anderson “Pickle” Riley 

June 4 10:30 am Mass 

June 7 8:00 am Mass—St Joseph 

June 8  NO Mass—St. Thomas 

June 11 10:30am Mass 

June 11 Ministries 
 

Lector       Cathy Graff 
EMC       Gordy Wille 
Servers      Sydney Vogel & Otto Hubert 
Sacristan     Jeff Strock 
Ushers       Mike Hubert & Kevin Zimmermann 
Gift Bearers   Mike Hubert Family 
Money Counters Katy Wille & Kylie Jenniges 

A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend renews the 
promises you made to each other on your wedding 
day. Experience an enrichment for your marriage that will 
make your good marriage great! The next 
available Weekends are Nov 17-19, 2023 in WINDOM, 
MN and Oct 6-8, 2023 in Buffalo, MN. Early registration 
is highly recommended.  For more information visit our 
website at: southmnwwme.org or contact Miki 
at applications@southmnwwme.org or 507-227-8229.  

Sign up sheets for annual church cleaning are now out 
on the cry room table.  You are encouraged to sign up on 
your own, with a friend or as a family.  Our goal is to 
complete all tasks by June 14th. Cleaning supplies are 
available in the church basement or you may bring your 
own if you prefer. 
Please contact Beth Schaffran or Anita Vogel if you have 
any questions or notice that any cleaning supplies need to 
be restocked. Thank you for your help! 

mailto:wmandbethnickles@hotmail.com


4 

 

~Church of St. Raphael~ 
Contribution Budget July 1, 2022 - June 30, 2023 

 Annual  Budget Budget to Date Received to 
Date 

Adults $335,000.00 $309,230.88 $303,304.98 

Gr. 7-12 $1,100.00 $1,015.68 $556.00 

Pre K-6 $1,100.00 $1,015.68 $10.00 

The 400 Club Winners this Week 

#69 Robert & Jessica Potter $65.00 

$297 Kyle Veenstra $65.00 

~ Serving next Funeral will be Group H~ 

Last week’s Parish Revenue 

Adult Envelopes $2,298.00 

Loose Plate $344.00 

Ascension $10.00 

Catholic Communications $35.00 

Adopt a Student $495.00 

School Memorial $25.00 

CUF—Ministry Donation $250.00 

Children’s Choir Donation $421.26 

Good Neighbor Thrift Store  $609.18 

Total Income $4,487.44 

 

Upcoming VIRTUS Training Sessions   

A new VIRTUS Training Session has been added for 
Tuesday, June 6, 2023, from 6:00pm-9:00pm at 
Church of St. Philip, Litchfield.  
 

You can register online through the diocesan 
website www.dnu.org/safeenvironment by 
clicking on the large red button in the left 
margin of the main Safe Environment web 
page. 

St. Johns Lutheran Church, Springfield, offers a free 
meal every Thursday evening from 5:30-6:30pm.  There is 
no cost to those who attend.  Everyone is welcome. 

St. Raphael School & Parish is 
looking for cash donations for the 
purchase of 7 canopy outdoor tents, 
along with a new table top raffle 
barrel.   Each tent is approximately 
$140 and the raffle barrel is $300.  
These items will be used for all 

outdoor parish & school fundraisers.  If you are able to 
help us out, please place your contribution in a marked 
envelope “Tents/Barrel” and place in the weekend 
collection basket or stop by the office.  Thank you  

~Good Neighbor Thrift ~ 
New Store Hours 
Monday9:00am-12:00pm 

Tuesday-Friday 9:00-5:00pm 
Saturday 9:00am-12:00pm 

June 5-10 
50% off Shoes & Purses 

June 10 & 11, 2023 

  5:30pm 8:30am 

Servers VOLUNTEER Oliver Ludewig 

  VOLUNTEER VOLUNTEER 

Lector Pat Dauer Mariah Pietig 

EMHC Dcn. Barry Reindl Dcn. Barry Reindl 

EMHC Pat Dauer Donna Krueger 

EMHC VOLUNTEER VOLUNTEER 

Accompanist Bailey Cords Kathleen Goedtke 

Song Leader TBA Denise Reiner 

Rosary Jane Irlbeck Jackie Roiger 

Head Usher Terry Ochs Tim Kuisle 

  VOLUNTEER Karla Kuisle 

 VOLUNTEER Luke Roiger 

 VOLUNTEER VOLUNTEER 

Videographer VOLUNTEER 

The church basement carpets will 
be cleaned professionally on 
Saturday, June 10, 2023.  Please 
remain out of the church basement 
until Sunday, June 11th. 
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~Church of St. Raphael~ 
Meetings & Activities 

June 4 8:30am Mass 

 6:30pm Mass 

June 5  Shoe Drive Fundraiser Starts 

June 6 8:30am Mass 

June 7 1:00pm Administrative Council Meeting 

June 9 6:30-7:30am That Man is You 

  NO MASS 

June 10  
Church Basement Carpet Cleaning 
Basement Closed 

 5:30pm Mass 

June 11 8:30am Mass 

          Please remember in your prayers: 

 Our Shepherd of the Field:  
Father Jeremy Kucera 

 Please pray for our parishioners this week~ 
Sun:   Nathan & Beth Davis Family 

Mon:  Shawn & Wende Davis Family 
Tues:    Dotty deLambert 
Wed:    Dan & Lana Domeier 
Thur:   Leo Dufault Family 
Fri:     Donna Ebnet 
Sat:      Curt & Andrea Erickson Family 

 Weekly Candle Intentions ($5.00 offering) 
  Special Intentions     
  Special Intentions DGF   
Small Votive Candles are now $1.00 each 
Large Intention Candles are now $5.00 each 

Summer Parish Office Hours 
 

Monday-Thursday 8:00am-12:00pm 
Friday CLOSED 

 

Hours may vary, please watch bulletin for notices. 

 
Check out Channel 8–Cablecast 

 St. Raphael Sunday Mass  
Every Tuesday at 5:00 pm & Friday at 6:00 pm 
*Crossing the Goal:  Marks of a True Christian—                           
   Episode 6 
Every Tuesday at 11:00am & Thursday at 7:00pm 

Please remember in your prayers Denton 
Kohlhof, who recently passed away. We extend 
our prayers and sympathy to his family and 
friends.  Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord. 

Prayer to St. Raphael 

The Archangel 
St. Raphael, the Archangel, 

Great prince of the heavenly court, you are radiant with 
your gifts of wisdom and grace. 

You are a guide of those who journey, the consoler of the 
afflicted, and refuge of sinners. 

Because you are the “Healing of God,” we pray you to heal 
the many weaknesses and ills of our body, mind, and soul, 

and to assist us in our needs and sufferings in this life. 
 

St. Raphael, 
As once you helped young Tobias, we ask you to guide and 

lead our youth, to serve Almighty God with their whole 
strength and to spend their lives gladly to serve the Church 

as priests, Brothers, and Sisters. 
Amen. 
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Help our environment & Choices 
Pregnancy Center, Redwood Falls ~ In 
an effort to raise money for Choices 
Pregnancy Center, Redwood Falls, we are 

asking that you please donate all empty/used Inkjet 
Cartridges.  Cartridges should be placed in a Ziploc/
plastic bag to prevent leakage and dropped off at church.  

Save your pop tabs and 
bring them into the 
Gathering Space and add 
them to our pop tab 
collection house.  Once the 
house is full, we will make a 

delivery to Cash Heemeyer in Marshall so he can deliver 
them to the Ronald McDonald House. 

~St. Raphael School~  

A Night in Havana: Don't forget our fantastic tropically themed party/fundraiser for the school this weekend--Saturday 
June 3rd from 4pm-11pm. I hope to see everyone there! It is the largest fundraiser of the year for our school and has the 
biggest impact on our operating budget. Check out our Facebook page for more information! Meal tickets and raffle 
tickets are still available in the School office. You can of course purchase both meal tickets and raffle tickets at the 
event! 
 
Shoe Drive: This fundraiser /service project is back by popular  demand! Then school will be collecting new and 
used shoes for our shoe drive from June 5- August 7. There will be a collection box in the gathering space. 
 
Summer Hours: I plan to work most Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fr idays throughout the summer  but will be 
taking more time off in July for vacation. If you would like to meet with me in person, I am happy to do so, but would 
appreciate setting up an appointment.   
 
Scholarship Applications: Scholarship applications for  the 2023-2024 school year are due June 30th and will be 
awarded mid-July. We have been blessed with folks who regularly give to our scholarship fund, therefore we usually 
award partial scholarships to each family who applies. If you feel moved to help families give their children a Catholic 
Education, please donate to our St. Raphael Catholic School scholarship fund. This is the best time to donate! 
  
New School Secretary: I am excited to announce that we have hired a new school secretary, Tr isha Ludwig. She 
comes to us with a variety of experiences in administrative work and customer service. She will begin mid-July. 
 
Still Searching: We are still searching for  a 4th grade teacher  and a fifth grade teacher  for  the 2023-2024 school 
year. Please continue to encourage the educators your family knows to apply! Qualified applicants may send a cover 
letter, copy of teaching license, resume, and two letters of recommendation to mrssteffl@straphaelpk-6.com.  
 
Daycare Update: We have begun our  waiting list for  the new daycare. Look for  the Google form on our  Facebook 
page. Fill out the Google form if you would like to sign up on the wait list. We are currently working on licensure, 
policies, and procedures and are still anticipating a fall opening. 
 
Playground Project: The school will be embarking on a playground project in the next fiscal year . The project 
will include removing and replacing most of the existing equipment and then using our current space plus a small part of 
the parking lot to create a new and redesigned space to fit our growing needs. We intend to create a fenced-in area for 
our youngest learners with smaller age-appropriate equipment. Then, we will add larger, new equipment for our 5-12 
year old learners. We have one bid and plan and are in the process of getting another bid and plan. The Fund-A-Need 
portion of our LIVE auction for our A Night in Havana event will help us with the fundraising needed for this project! I 
will also be working on obtaining grants and other sources of funding!  
Blessings,                                        Mrs. Beth Steffl   

It is the mission of St. Raphael Catholic School to bring students to a deeper relationship with Jesus  
while providing excellent education.  

We are collecting shoes again starting June 5th!  The 
drop box will be located in the Gathering Space.  We 
are accepting all gently worn, used and new shoes. 

mailto:mrssteffl@straphaelpk-6.com
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~Youth & Adult Faith Formation ~  

Have you ever wondered why we, as Catholics, genuflect, kneel, sit, stand, kneel, 
stand again, kneel again, genuflect again during Mass?  We are using our body to pray!  
I have listed the different body positions here starting with the greatest level of 
worship.  As we move our bodies, if physically able, into these various positions pay 
attention to what part of the Mass we are in, what are the words being said and where 
is our heart pointing us to. 
 
Prostration is a powerful gesture performed only by those being ordained pr iests 
or deacons, or by priests and deacons at the start of the Good Friday liturgy.  Laying on 

their stomachs with their face resting on the floor “symbolizes his unworthiness for the office of priest and deacon and 
his dependence upon God and the prayers of the Christian community,” according to the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops.  The Magi “prostrated themselves and did him (the child Jesus) homage.” According to the Gospel of Matthew.  
  
According to the General Instruction of the Roman Missal, “A genuflection, made by bending the right knee to the 
ground, signifies adoration, and therefore it is reserved for the Most Blessed Sacrament, as well as for the Holy Cross 
from the solemn adoration during the liturgical celebration on Good Friday.”   When we come to Mass and genuflect 
before entering the pew we should be facing the Tabernacle which houses our Lord Jesus present in the Eucharist.  It is a 
common practice to go down on both knees when Jesus is present in the Monstrance on the Altar at Adoration. 
 
Kneeling is a sign of humility. It's a common posture for  personal prayer  and worship.  The Bible tells us Jesus 
knelt in prayer too. When we kneel, we completely submit and surrender ourselves to our Heavenly Father. 
 
Standing is a simple but profound way of honoring and respecting Jesus who is represented by the pr iest dur ing 
Mass.  We stand in unity when we recite the Nicene Creed and Lord’s Prayer.  We stand in honor when we listen to the 
Gospel proclaimed to us by the Deacon or Priest. 
 
Sitting is what I call the base position of worship. This is the position from which we can stand and kneel. We sit 
when we are listening to the first and second readings, the homily and in silence after purification of the vessels. 
 
I encourage you to pay attention to what body position we use in the different parts of the Mass.   
 
Students going to be in grades 9-12 this fall, we have been invited to attend an outdoor bon fire and “movie” at St. 
Mary’s in New Ulm.  The first night will be held this Wednesday June 7 from 8:30-10:30pm and they will be showing 
The Chosen series.  All you need to bring is a camping chair, blanket and heart ready to meet some other teens.  I will be 
going over and would love to take a car load – or follow a train of cars from Springfield to New Ulm!  
                             
                                               ~Mrs. Karen Reindl 

Visit www.dnu.org/liturgy-matters to learn about the 
Mysteries of the Sacred Liturgy, the Mass.  These are 
reflections on the Sacred Liturgy by Bishop Chad W. 
Zielinski 

Lifelong Faith Formation   

     Children + Youth + Adult 

         

St. Raphael Vacation Bible 
School called Totus Tuus is a 
program lead by four young 
adults sponsored by the 
Diocese.  Youth in grades 1-6 

participate in games, Mass, skits and learning starting 
Monday, July 17- Friday, July 21 from 9am-2pm each 
day.  Teens in grades 7-12 will enjoy games, adoration 
and small groups for an engaging, meaningful and 
enjoyable week.  They will meet each evening from 7:30-
9:30pm July 16-20.  Registration forms are located on the 
Faith Formation table in the gathering space or email to 
request a form mrsreindl@straphaelpk-6.com 

ATTENTION ATRIUM PARENTS AND STUDENTS: 
 
The Atrium program has been running at St Raphael 
parish since 1989. When we were cleaning out the back 
storeroom, we found files of some student's work dating 
back to 1990. If you are a parent or former student of the 
program, and are interested in taking your file, the files 
will be in the gathering space for the next 2 weeks. If they 
have not been collected, they will need to be discarded. If 
you have questions, please feel free to call me. Shelley 
Olson 507.227.5826.  
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~Upcoming Area Events~ 
The Springfield Area Nativity Theatre Association 
(SANTA) will hold its annual summer  Burger  Blast 
Fundraiser Wednesday, June 7 at the Springfield Area 
Community Center.   SANTA’s workers will be serving 
the popular SANTA burgers with chips, potato salad and a 
beverage.  Get the meal deal or just the burger for dine-in 
or take-out.    The cost of the meal is $10.00; burger only 
is $5.00.  Frozen yogurt treats will also be available.  
Serving times are 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. to 
6:30 p.m.  Come out and enjoy lunch, supper or both for a 
worthy cause.  

Holy Cross AFC youth group would like to invite you to 
their outdoor movie night & bonfire.  Snacks and 
beverages provided.  Please bring camping chairs and 
blankets if you’d like! 
 
Mrs. Karen Reindl will be driving to this event, if you 
would like to ride with her, please contact her at 
mrsreindl@straphaelpk-6.com. 


