
  

 

Vine & Branches  
Area Faith Community 

www.vineandbranchesafc.org 
 

September 24, 2023 
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

I am the vine, you are 
the branches.  
Whoever remains in 
me and I in him will 
bear much fruit,  
because without me 
you can do nothing. 

John 15:5  

Liturgies This Week 

Mon 
Sept 25 

 NO Mass  
Ezra 1:1-6; Luke 8:16-18 

Tues 
Sept 26 

(Spfld) NO Mass 
Ezra 6:7-8, 12b, 14-20; Luke 8:19-21 

Wed 
Sept 27 

(Lamb) 8:00am Mass  +Jim & Ter ry Wenisch 
Ezra 9:5-9; Luke 9:1-6 

Thur. 
Sept 28 

(Sanb) 8:00am Mass  +Jeremy Radtke 
Haggai 1:1-8; Luke 9:7-9 

Fri. 
Sept 29 

(Spfld) 8:30am Mass +Pat Marz 
Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14; John 1:47-51 

Sat. 
Sept 30 

(Spfld) 
 

5:30pm Mass +Pat Mathiowetz 
Zechariah 2:5-9, 14-15a; Luke 9:43b-45 

Sun. 
Oct 1 
 

(Spfld) 
(Lamb) 

8:30am Mass +Annette Feirer  
10:30am Mass –For the People 
Ezekiel 18:25-28; Philippians 2:1-11;  
Matthew 21:28-32 

Church of St. Raphael & Area Office 
20 W Van Dusen Street ~ 507-723-4137 
Springfield MN 56087 
Email: straphael@newulmtel.net 
Prayer Chain-Karen Brandl  507-920-6709 
 

Church of St. Joseph 
400 W 2nd Ave, PO Box 458  
Lamberton MN 56152 
& St. Thomas Oratory, Sanborn MN 
Email stjoseph@centurylink.net 
Prayer Chain– Sue Imker 507-829-1846 
 
 

Pastor 
Fr. Jeremy Kucera   Phone: 507-828-5247 
fatherjeremykucera@gmail.com 
 

Deacon  
Dcn. Barry Reindl  Phone: 723-5952 
barkmr7@gmail.com 
 
 

Parish Secretary 
Raquel Kieper   723-4137 
straphael@newulmtel.net 
 

Parish Bookkeeper 
Connie Vogel   723-4138 
cvogel@newulmtel.net 
 

Faith Formation/Youth Ministry 
Karen Reindl     
mrsreindl@straphaelpk-6.com 
School Principal 
Beth Steffl     723-4136 
mrssteffl@straphaelpk-6.com 
 

School Secretary  
Trisha Ludewig    723-4135 
straysschooloffice@newulmtel.net 

The Mission of the Vine & Branches Area Faith Community empowered by the Holy Spirit is to bear fruit that will 
last as Jesus commanded: by celebrating and proclaiming our Catholic faith as disciples of Jesus using our  
God-given gifts; by reaching out to and welcoming all people; and by centering our lives on the Eucharist,  

sacraments, scripture, service and the teaching of the Church. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 4:30—5:15pm at St. Raphael 
Wednesday 7:15-7:45am at St. Joseph 
 

Prayer Chain 
507-920-6709, 507-441-1049, 507-227-6606 
Good Neighbor Thrift Store  723-5778 
20 E. Central, Springfield, MN 
Office of Catholic Charities 866-670-5163 

 

Baptism:  Pre-baptism classes required - Contact AFC Office 
Suggested Stipend for Sacrament of Baptism—$25.00 
Marriage:  All Catholics are to contact the par ish and  
pastor at least 6 months before their wedding. 

Mass Stipend $10.00 

Bulletin Deadline:  Wednesday at 1:00pm 

http://www.vineandbranchesafc.org
mailto:straphael@newulmtel.net
mailto:stjoseph@centurylink.net
mailto:cvogel@newulmtel.net
mailto:straphaelspringfield@gmail.com
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Hello everyone, 
 
I want to extend my prayers and God’s blessings to all of our farmers at this time of year.  On Monday, the 
18th as I was driving to Marshall to see the dentist, I saw a combine running full steam ahead in a field of 
beans already. 
 
Bishop Zielinski is going to be forming an Ad Hoc committee to study and discuss the age at which we 
celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation in our diocese.  Please keep him and the committee members in your 
prayers.  There is a long history as to how and when the sacrament has been celebrated throughout the past 
two thousand years in the Catholic Church.  Maybe the Holy Spirit is calling our diocese to a change and 
moving the age to the younger years.  I don’t know what will happen, but I will keep you posted if there is 
anything that comes down the road. 
 
Hopefully I will see many of you in Sleepy Eye on Friday, September 29th, to watch the football game as 
Springfield squares off against Sleepy Eye United.  Please feel free to put Springfield stickers on RVS 
garbage cans all throughout town (they belong to my brother Brent who is the head football coach in Sleepy 
Eye).  I am not encouraging any sort of damage to his property, but if he can put Sleepy Eye United stickers 
on our rectory mailbox then we can put Springfield stickers on his garbage cans in town. 
 
For all of you sauerkraut makers out there… I tried experimenting again this week.  I wonder what onions, 
green peppers and carrots will do in my sauerkraut mixture as its fermenting over the next couple of weeks?  I 
have no idea if it will be any good or not, but it will be interesting to see what happens.  Using jalapenos and 
hot peppers has been a success in my opinion, but this is something else.  Why am I writing about 
this?  God’s creativity brought about an amazing universe and the greatest thing on this earth is humanity 
created in God’s image and likeness.  We are also called to share in that creativity.  How is your creativity 
going?  Do you have a sense of awe and wonder at the goodness of this world and are you taking part in 
it?  As Catholics we can’t be fuddy duddy believers.  Coming into contact with God’s love and goodness 
spills over into something far greater and beautiful.  We find life brighter and want to participate in this world 
and make it a better place and enjoy it, while not being of the world.  Maybe someday we’ll have a contest to 
see who can make the most creative sauerkraut that thinks outside the box.   
 
Back to Canon Law… 
 
Can. 531 Although another person has performed a certain parochial function, that 
person is to put the offerings received from the Christian faithful on that occasion in 
the parochial account, unless in the case of voluntary openings the contrary intention 
of the donor is certain. The diocesan bishop, after having heard the presbyteral council, 
is competent to establish prescripts which provide for the allocation of these openings 
and the remuneration of clerics fulfilling the same function. 
 
This one isn’t as interesting as some of the others that we have been covering.  But I want to continue the 
education until the end.  So, what does the canon above mean?  To make it short and sweet, when someone 
gives the pastor money, a “stole fee” for celebrating a sacrament, that money is to go to the parish unless the 
family says it is to go to the cleric who celebrated the baptism, wedding, funeral etc…  So, from now on, 
when you give me, or Deacon Barry, or another visiting priest any money for celebrating a sacrament, doing a 
blessing or some other clergy “thing”, know that the money goes back to the parish unless you say you want 
us to keep it as a gift.    
 
God bless you, 
 
Fr. Jeremy 
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~Church of St. Joseph~ 
Meetings and Activities 

      This week we remember these people in our prayers. 
    Mike & Pat Dauer and Doug & Sandy Decock 

                 Our Shepherd of the field:                                                    

            Father Matt Wiering 

~Please also pray for those in need ~   

St. Joseph Contribution Budget  
July 1, 2023 - June 30, 2024 

 Annual  Budget Budget to Date Received to Date 

Adults 62,000.00 $14,307.72 $11,636.00 

Student $250.00 $57.72 $342.00 

Loose Plate $2,500.00 $576.96 $758.75 

Last Week’s Parish Revenue-St. Joseph 

Adult Envelope $1,425.00 

Student Envelope $10.00 

Loose Plate $73.75 

Assumption $10.00 

Funeral Donation $100.00 

Total $1,618.75 

Bruce Olson Mary Arnoldi Pat Dauer 

Barb Axford Linda Riley Bob Peterson 

Brett Baumann Marcie Anderson “Pickle” Riley 

Sept 24 10:30am Mass 

Sept 27 8:00am Mass 

 6:30-7:30pm Faith Formation Class  

Sept 28 8:00am Mass—St. Thomas 

Oct 1 10:30am Mass 

There will be a CCW meeting on Monday, October 9, 
2023 at 7:00pm in the church basement.  All members are 
welcome to attend. 

October 1 Ministries 
 

Lector       Jeff Strock 
EMC       Teresa Wenisch 
Servers      Sydney Vogel & Otto Hubert 
Sacristan     Jeff Strock 
Ushers       Jason Axford & Gordy Wille 
Gift Bearers   Jared Wenisch Family 
Money Counters Pat Story & Doreen Kronback 

A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend renews the 
promises you made to each other on your wedding 
day. Experience an enrichment for your marriage that will 
make your good marriage great! The next 
available Weekends are Nov 17-19, 2023 in WINDOM, 
MN and Oct 6-8, 2023 in Buffalo, MN. Early registration 
is highly recommended.  For more information visit our 
website at: southmnwwme.org or contact Miki 
at applications@southmnwwme.org or 507-227-8229.  

We have Mass intention availability at both St. Joseph 
and St. Thomas.  If you would like to have a Mass said in 
honor or in memory of your loved one, please contact 
Raquel at the Parish Office, at  
507-723-4137 to reserve a date. 

CCW dues are now payable for this year. Please give 
your $10.00 to Cathy Graff. You can put them in the 
regular collection in a envelope labelled CCW or put them 
in Cathy's mailbox.  They can also be mailed to PO Box 
234.  

The Red Cross Lamberton community blood drive will 
be Thursday, Sept. 28 2023, from noon to 6 PM at the 
Lamberton Legion. If you are interested in donating and 
would like an appointment for that day, please contact 
Deb Furth @ 507-227-3293, Jan Benedict at 507-221-
1966, or make your appointment on-line at 
www.redcross.org. We would appreciate your donation as 
there is a blood shortage and all donations are very much 
appreciated. 

Father Jeremy has a new email address.  If you need 
to reach him via email, please use 
fatherjeremykucera@gmail.com 
                      Thank you 

Weekly Faith Formation Schedule 

Wednesday, September 27 
 6:30-7:30 Faith Formation Classes—VIRTUS training 

mailto:wmandbethnickles@hotmail.com


4 

 

~Church of St. Raphael~ 
Contribution Budget July 1, 2023 - June 30, 2024 

 Annual  Budget Budget to Date Received to 
Date 

Adults $335,000.00 $77,307.72 $54,616.00 

Gr. 7-12 $1,100.00 $253.92 $0.00 

Pre K-6 $1,100.00 $253.92 $0.00 

The 400 Club Winners this Week 

#58 Laurie Reyant $65.00 

#1 John Olcott $65.00 

~ Serving next Funeral will be Group B~ 

Last week’s Parish Revenue 

Adult Envelopes $3,528.00 

Loose Plate $385.22 

School Support $30.00 

Capital Improvement $10.00 

Candles $64.00 

Good Neighbor Thrift Store $857.08 

Total Income $4,874.30 

 
Please remember in your prayers Sandra Lang 
who recently passed away. We extend our 
prayers and sympathy to her family and friends.  
Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord. 

Please remember in your prayers Laverne 
Woidylla, mother/in-law of Steve & Donna 
Woidylla,  who recently passed away. We extend 
our prayers and sympathy to her family and 
friends.  Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord. 

Prayer to St. Raphael 
The Archangel 

St. Raphael, the Archangel, 
Great prince of the heavenly court, you are radiant with 

your gifts of wisdom and grace. 
You are a guide of those who journey, the consoler of the 

afflicted, and refuge of sinners. 
Because you are the “Healing of God,” we pray you to 

heal the many weaknesses and ills of our body, mind, and 
soul, and to assist us in our needs and sufferings in this 

life. 
 

St. Raphael, 
As once you helped young Tobias, we ask you to guide 
and lead our youth, to serve Almighty God with their 

whole strength and to spend their lives gladly to serve the 
Church as priests, Brothers, and Sisters. 

Amen. 

~Good Neighbor Thrift ~ 
Monday9:00am-12:00pm 

Tuesday-Thursday 9:00-5:00pm 
NEW HOURS Friday 9:30am-3:30pm 

Saturday 9:00am-12:00pm 

September 25-30 
September 28th—Last Thursday of the Month! 

50% off all Clothing 
Now accepting donations 

The 400 Club ~ Please show your   
support for the 400 Club.  Our loyal sellers 
are out and about selling tickets.  There are 
also tickets available in the Parish Office.  
Please be supportive of this worthy      

       fundraiser. 

HELP WANTED:  Help is 
needed in crocheting or knitting 
stocking caps and headbands for a 
community service project this fall 
for Faith Formation.  Yarn and 
patterns will be provided if needed.  
Please contact Karen Brandl at 507
-920-6709 if you have questions or 
are willing to help. 

September 30 & October 1, 2023 

  5:30pm 8:30am 

Servers Cole Jensen Mya Reese 

 Brett Jensen Andrew Reindl 

Lector Pat Dauer Mariah Pietig 

EMHC Cathy Ochs Dcn Barry Reindl 

Accompanist Sharon Pieschel Julie Prechel 

Song Leader Andrea Erickson Adult Choir 

Rosary Jane Irlbeck TMIY Group 

Head Usher Terry Ochs Jason Reese 

  Cathy Ochs Jada Reese 

  VOLUNTEER Mike Rothmeier 

 VOLUNTEER Steve Meine 

Videographer Noelle Reese 
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~Church of St. Raphael~ 
Meetings & Activities 

Sept 24 8:30am Mass 

  Rolls sold after Mass 

Sept 26  NO MASS 

Sept 27 1:00pm Administrative Council Meeting 

 5:00pm Education Committee Meeting 

 7:00pm PTT Meeting 

Sept 27 5:00-6:00pm Children’s Choir Practice 

 6:00-7:00pm Praise & Worship Choir Practice 

 6:00-7:00pm Faith Formation grades 2-6 

 7:15-8:15pm Faith Formation grades 7-10 

Sept 28 6:00-8:00pm Pillow Cleaning in Gathering Space 

Sept 29 6:30-7:30am That Man is You 

 
7:30am—
3:00pm 

Pillow Cleaning in Gathering Space 

 8:30am School Mass—Feast of St. Raphael 

Sept 30 5:30pm Mass 

Oct 1 8:30am Mass 

  Coffee Connection 

          Please remember in your prayers: 

 Our Shepherd of the Field:  
Father Jeremy Kucera 

 Please pray for our parishioners this week~ 
Sun:   Mike & Bev Krueger 
Mon:  Monte & Kay Krueger 
Tues:    William & Kayla Krueger 
Wed:    Tim & Karla Kuisle 
Thur:   Gerard & Lisa Landkammer Family 
Fri:     Helen Landkammer 
Sat:      Bryan Lang 

 Weekly Candle Intentions ($5.00 offering) 
  Special Intentions     
  Special Intentions DGF 
 

Small Votive Candles are now $1.00 each 
Large Intention Candles are now $5.00 each 

 Check out Channel 8–Cablecast 

 St. Raphael Sunday Mass  
Every Tuesday at 5:00 pm & Friday at 5:00 pm 
*Real Life Catholic—Episode 10 
Every Tuesday at 11:00am & Thursday at 7:00pm 

The Kitchen is in need of clear  clamshell 

containers, like ones used for rolls.  Drop off 

on desk outside school front entrance. 

Coffee Connection will begin on October 1 
and we are looking for people willing to help 
serve coffee and treats on Sundays  after 
mass.  You can find the sign up sheets in the 
Gathering Space on the counter by the sink.  

Contact Vicki Roiger 507-822-1504 if you have questions. 

Father Jeremy has a new email address.  If you need 
to reach him via email, please use 
fatherjeremykucera@gmail.com 
                      Thank you 

Thank you to Ed Pautzke for  
lawnmower tire repair. 
 
   The Cemetery Committee 
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~St. Raphael School~  

Steeple Chase--Change in Date: Our schools' annual 5K fun run/walk, the Steeple Chase, is moving from the weekend 
of the fall festival to Friday October 6th! It will work differently this year by having the event during the school day to 
get all of our students involved. T-shirts are now available on deluxeprint.biz.  The walk/run will be open to school 
families, parishioners, and members of the community. If you would like to join us, simply show up at the front of the 
school just before 1:00p.m. on Friday, October 6th. This year it will not be a timed race, rather a walk of celebration for 
our school! All shirt profits, pledges, and sponsorship money will go to the St. Raphael PTT Organization, which then 
allocates all the money to the school to support students and teachers. The PTT organization sponsors classroom 
stipends, classroom extras, furniture purchases, field trips, first communion celebrations, Kindergarten and 6th grade 
graduations, and more! 
 
Upcoming School Masses: 
Friday September 22: Grade 3 leads 
Friday September 29: Grade 2 leads 
 
Midterm: Believe it or  not, this week marked the fir st half of the first quar ter  of the school year  already! Mid 
quarter reports will be going home with K-6 students next Friday! 
 
PTT Meeting & Education Committee Meeting: Our  PTT Organization and our  Education Committee will both 
meet next week Wednesday September 27th. Our Education Committee meets at 5:00p.m. and PTT Meets at 7:00p.m. 
 
Shoe Drive: This week all the shoes we collected for  our  shoe dr ive were picked up! Thanks again to Raquel 
Kieper for organizing the entire project and all the volunteers that helped load up the shoes this past Monday! 
 
Grandparents Day: We will be hosting Grandparents Day at school on Wednesday October  18th! We invite 
grandparents of our K-6th grade students to come and join us for a morning of fun activities that include a living rosary, 
BINGO, recess and lunch!  
 
Upcoming Field Trips: Our  3-6th grade students will be attending the Children's Holy Field trip in New Ulm on 
October 11th. Students from other Catholic schools in the Diocese meet to pray the Rosary together. The K-3 grade 
classes will be going to Iverson's Tree Farm for a fall field trip on Tuesday October 17th! 
 
Emmaus Day: Father Brendan Rolling and Father Tanner Thooft will be visiting our school on Thursday September 
28th to speak to the students about Vocations and how they can serve God in their daily life. They will be visiting each 
classroom for about a half hour each and will join us for lunch. We look forward to their visit.  
 
Blessings,                                        Mrs. Beth Steffl   

It is the mission of St. Raphael Catholic School to bring students to a deeper relationship with Jesus  
while providing excellent education.  

School Office Hours 
 

Monday-Friday 7:30am—3:30pm 
 

Hours may vary if school is closed.  Please watch bulletin 
for notices. 

Parking-lot notice: Our  school children are outside for  
recess each day Monday-Friday 10:30-11:00am.  We are 
asking parishioners not to drive or park in the north 
parking lot during those times (we do not want any 
accidents to occur during the kids’ play time).  If you 
need to enter the church, please park on Van Dusen Street 
and use the south gathering space entrance.          
           Thank you. 

Register today for our 11th annual 
Steeple Chase!   
 
Friday, October 6, 2023 at 1:00pm 
 

You may purchase an event t-shirt by visiting  
http://deluxeprint.biz.  All shirt profits will go to the St. 
Raphael PTT Organization, which then allocates all the 
money to the school to support students and teachers. 
 

http://deluxeprint.biz
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If you or someone you know are 
interested in receiving Meals on 
Wheels, please contact Diane Johnson 
at 507-227-1056 to be placed on the 
list. 

Weekly Faith Formation Schedule 

Wednesday, September 27 
 6:00-7:00pm  Faith Formation classes grades 2-6 
 7:15-8:15pm  Faith Formation classes grades 7-10 

We would like to invite all parishioners 
to use the resource of FORMED.  The 
Area Faith Community has an account and 
we invite you to log on and view the 

resources available. 
 

To log in please follow the following steps: 
 Go to formed.org on your computer/device 
 On the top right side, click on “sign up” 
 Click on Sign up as a parishioner 
 In the Create a New Account box—type in Vine and 
Branches AFC.  Click on the drop down for Springfield, 
MN, then click NEXT 
 Type in your name and your email address 
 

Everyone can create an account for themselves and their 
family.  Formed.org has some fantastic resources for the 
whole family all year round, whether it is a family movie 
night, kids programming, a bible study, or audio talks. 

~Youth & Adult Faith Formation ~  

Parents and teens in grades 9 and 10 attended a parent and teen meeting on Wednesday, September 20.  We 
discussed the Sacrament of Confirmation, the things to “check off” but more importantly, to encourage them 
to turn their hearts toward God.  Please pray for these students as well as those in grades 11 & 12 as they all 
prepare their hearts to receive this Sacrament of initiation. 
 
Please pray for those in grades 6 and 9 as they prepare this week to lead the Rosary on October 4.   
                                                                
                                        ~Mrs. Karen Reindl 

Youth Choir Schedule 

Wednesday, September 27 
  5:00-6:00pm  Children’s Choir Practice 
 6:00-7:00pm  Praise & Worship Choir Practice 

Catholic Charites provides personal, 
marriage, and family counseling.   
In-person sessions are now available. 
Call 866-670-5163 (toll free) or  

507-233-5318 (local).  

St. Johns Lutheran Church, Springfield, offers a free 
meal every Thursday evening from 5:30-6:30pm.  There is 
no cost to those who attend.  Everyone is welcome. 

WANTED: 
  

Piano Accompanist for the  
Children’s Choir and  

Praise and Worship Choir!  
  

Accompanist needed for service rehearsals  
Wednesday evenings and 2 services per month during the 

months September—May. 
5:00-6:00 Children’s Choir         

6:00-7:00 Praise and Worship Choir 
   

This is a paid position. Please contact Lori Kretsch for 
more details: 507-276-5160 

Congratulations to the 2023 Springfield Homecoming 
King Mitchell Streich and Queen Jalivia Richert and 
the Court candidates: 
Gabby Anderson, Ella Geis, Aubrey Ruhr, Brooklyn 
Sturm, Ben Potter, Dan Rogotzke, Sam Rummel, and 
Noah Vogel. 
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~Upcoming Area Events~ 

Upcoming Area Events…. 
 
St. Anne’s Catholic Church, Wabasso, is hosting their  
annual Dinner and Festival on Sunday, September 24, 
2023.  Mass at 10:00am.  Menu consists of Turkey and 
Trimmings served from 11:00am—1:00pm.  Bingo, Silent 
Auction, Country Store, Beer Stand, Games.  Raffle 
drawing at 1:00pm. 
 
St. Michael Catholic Church, Morgan, is hosting their  
annual Roast Beef Dinner on Sunday, October 8, 2023.  
This is a DRIVE THRU ONLY event.  10:30am-12:30pm.  
Cost is $15.00. 

Upcoming VIRTUS Training Sessions   

A new VIRTUS Training Session has been added for 
Monday, September 25, 2023, from 6:30-9:30pm at 
Holy Redeemer School Library (2nd Floor), Marshall.  
 
A new VIRTUS Training Session has been added for 
Monday, October 2, 2023, from 6:00-9:00 pm at 
Church of St. Mary, Willmar.  
 

You can register online through the diocesan 
website www.dnu.org/safeenvironment by 
clicking on the large red button in the left 
margin of the main Safe Environment web 
page. 


