
  

 

Vine & Branches  
Area Faith Community 

www.vineandbranchesafc.org 
 

August 18, 2019 

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

I am the vine, you are 
the branches.  
Whoever remains in 
me and I in him will 
bear much fruit,  
because without me 
you can do nothing. 

John 15:5  

Liturgies This Week 

Mon.    Aug 19 No Mass  
Judges 2:11-19; Matthew 19:16-22 

Tues. 

 

Aug 20 Children’s Mass 

8:30am +Chris Schenkel (Spfld) 

Judges 6:11-24a; Matthew 19:23-30 

Wed.  Aug 21 8:00am +Dale Bassett (Lamb) 

10:00am (SJLH) 

Judges 9:6-15; Matthew 20:1-16 

Thurs Aug 22 8:00am +Ann Marie Kujawa (Sanb) 

Judges 11:29-39a; Matthew 22:1-14 

Fri. 

 

Aug 23 8:30am +Ruth Schneider (Spfld) 

Ruth 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22: Matthew 22:34-40 

Sat. Aug 24 5:30pm +Gerald Juenemann (Spfd) 

Revelation 21:9b-14; John 1:45-51 

Sun. 

 

Aug 25 8:30am +Ernie Vogel (Spfd) 

10:30am -AFC (Lamb) 

Isaiah 66:18-21; Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13; 

Luke 13:22-30 

Baptism: Pre-baptism classes required- Contact Fr. Phil 

Marriage: All Catholics are to contact their pastoral leader 

at least 6 months before their wedding. 

 Prayer Chain 723-6636, 723-5757, 723-5651,  
  723-5670 
 Good Neighbor Thrift Store 723-5778   

 20 E Central, Springfield, MN 

 Office of Catholic Charities  866-670-5163 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  

 Saturday 4:45pm at St. Raphael 

 Sunday 10:15am at St. Joseph  

Bulletin Deadline: Wednesday at 1:00pm 

*Mass Stipend $10.00 

Church of St. Raphael & Area Office 
20 W Van Dusen Street ~ 507-723-4137 

Springfield MN 56087 

Email: straphael@newulmtel.net 
 

Church of St. Joseph 
400 W 2nd Ave, PO Box 458 ~ 507-752-7269 

Lamberton MN 56152 

& St. Thomas Oratory, Sanborn MN 

Email stjoseph@centurylink.net 
 

Pastor 

Fr. Phil Schotzko~ Office Phone: 723-4141 
phil.schotzko@newulmtel.net 
 

Deacon - Dcn. Barry Reindl  Phone: 723-5952 

barkmr7@gmail.com 
 

Pastoral Associate 
Sister Shirley Steines 507-752-7269 

Parish Phone    507-752-7269 
CCW Prayer Chain– Sister Shirley Steines 
 

Parish Secretary 
Raquel Kieper 723-4137 

straphael@newulmtel.net 
 

Parish Bookkeeper 
Connie Vogel   723-4137, fax 723-5409 

cvogel@newulmtel.net 
 

Faith Formation/Youth Ministry 
Erin Hauth   723-4138 

straysfaithformation@gmail.com 
 

School Principal 
Beth Steffl  723-4136 

straysprincipal@newulmtel.net 
 

School Secretary  

Bev Krueger   723-4135 
straysschooloffice@newulmtel.net 

The Mission of the Vine & Branches Area Faith Community empowered by the Holy Spirit is to bear fruit that will 

last as Jesus commanded: by celebrating and proclaiming our Catholic faith as disciples of Jesus using our  

God-given gifts; by reaching out to and welcoming all people; and by centering our lives on the Eucharist,  

sacraments, scripture, service and the teaching of the Church. 

http://www.vineandbranchesafc.org
mailto:straphael@newulmtel.net
mailto:stjoseph@centurylink.net
mailto:cvogel@newulmtel.net
mailto:straphaelspringfield@gmail.com
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From Sister Shirley ~  
I am writing this as I am busy preparing for my vacation trip to Sedona, AZ. Thanks to all of you. Yes, I have many 

checklists, adding and checking off as well trying to take a few moments of quiet and relaxing time. My mind is  

already imagining the beautiful scenery and the red rock formations around Sedona as well as the scenery from the 

airplane, hopefully on a calm flight. 
 

As Joyce Rupp states in her book, May I Have This Dance? “we do not know the day when the spark in us will burst 

into greater fire.  We cannot force the flame before its time. We can only do our part and entrust the kindling to our 

God and the people God brings into our lives. We do know that a spark of God lies within each of us.”  So, as I begin 

this vacation my prayer is to be open to the ones who send sparks, those who light the blaze, and to welcome the  

radiance.  

Peace and light be with you.                                 ~ Sister Shirley~ 

From the Pastor ~    
I got permission to share with all of you this portion of the last online training bulletin from VIRTUS. 

It is the copyright property of National Catholic Services, LLC. All rights reserved.                   

Protecting children is one of those ways in which we all take part. While we may not always think of the ways in which this hap-

pens, the small things that we do make a big difference. Consider the following times you may be protecting children each and 

every day: 

 Following rules, without trying to break them or go around them in places where children and minors gather. This sets a good 

example and goes a long way in offering kids safe spaces. 

 Watching and being alert to the behaviors of other adults when there are gatherings of children, serves to protect youth.  

 Listening to the children in your life, attending to the details, being interested in their stories—this form of paying attention 

gives them confidence in the way they communicate with you. 

 Talking to kids about safety rules, modeling good behaviors: putting your seat belt on, respecting the environment, being safe 

when crossing streets—all lead to good practices for kids to follow. 

 Helping children who appear lost and getting them to a safe person in charge, and waiting with them until their parents come 

forward (lost children in stores, etc.). 

 Having another adult present with you when you are in a position of trust with kids. 

 Being the other safe adult for someone who is ministering to children. 

 Making sure you don't curse or act inappropriately in the presence of children and within their earshot. 

 Speaking positively about the efforts and programs the Church and other groups are undertaking to protect children.  

 Supporting child protection efforts by participating and volunteering. 

 Educating children, teaching them and being positive in the way you help them. 

 Helping parents when they have their arms full of their children, baby carriages and other things.  

 Smiling, nodding with understanding and a kind look when a parent is in a tough situation with their kids and trying to  

manage. 

 Reporting any suspicions of inappropriate behaviors of people you know or don't know to the appropriate leadership, and 

even the authorities. 

 Being present, not ignoring others in need. 

 Coaching kid's sports. 

 Donating money to agencies that support children and families. 

 Praying for the safety of all children and vulnerable persons.  

 Being involved in family activities where you can show your leadership. 

 Acting on the adage, "if you see something, say something." 

Being trained in safe environment programs, first aid classes, emergency drill protocols, etc. 

Proclaiming the Gospels isn't left only to those ordained to the priesthood and diaconate. Each person who hears God's word and 

takes it into their heart and acts on it, does this effectively and boldly no matter how small the gesture may seem. We contribute to 

the good of the world and the safety of those entrusted to us by being fully alive and present to God working within us. You don't 

have to be certified in anything to do this.  

It is the time of year when schools are coming back into session and children face new experiences and environments. Why not 

lend a little support by being aware of how we, as individuals and collectively, can make their world happier, safer and brighter?”  

                                             ~Fr. Phil Schotzko~ 
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~Church of St. Joseph~ 

~Please also pray for those in Need ~   

Coming Events 

St. Joseph- 

Contribution Budget July 1, 2019- June 30, 2020 

 Annual  Budget Budget to Date Received to Date 

Adults $61,000.00 $7,038.48 $6,900.45 

Student $850.00 $98.10 $52.25 

Loose Plate $5,000.00 $576.96 $577.00 

This week we remember these people in our prayers. 

Barb & Craig Wetter and Barb & Dave Willie 

Our Shepherd of the field:  

Msgr. Doug Grams 

Aug 18 10:30am Mass 

Aug 20 6:30am Bible Study 

Aug 20 6:30pm 
Vine & Branches Faith Community 

Meeting 

Aug 21 8:00am Mass 

Aug 22 8:00am Mass - St. Thomas 

Last Week’s Parish Revenue-St. Joseph 

Adult Envelopes  $785.00 

Student Envelopes $7.00 

Loose Plate $109.00 

Mission Coop $307.00 

Total Income  $1,208.00 

Dolores Berg Kris Redman Mary Arnoldi 

Pat Dauer Bruce Olson Kay Weisbrich 

Dorothy Dietl Ken Benedict Carol Kretsch 

Ken Arnoldi Marcia Olson Angie Axford 

Roger Steines Deb Ose Susanna Kronback 

Marlene Steines Pat Strock Bretta Svejda 

August 25, 2019 

  10:30 am 

Servers Thomas Nelson 

  Joseph Strock 

Lector Jane Zimmermann 

EMC Jeanna Olson 

  Anne Nelson 

 Teresa Wenisch 

Head Usher Jim Olson 

  Jeanna Olson 

  Kevin Zimmermann 

 Jim Imker 

Gifts Jeff Strock Family 

Counters Fred Berg & Teresa Wenisch 

Videographer Candi VanMeveren 

Faith Formation  
 

Now that we are about to begin the month of August  the 

Faith Formation Program for 2019 – 2020 will be begin-

ning during the  month of September. 

          Special Calendar Dates  
Confirmation Retreat - September 22, 2019 
 

Sunday, October 6 – Confirmation Sunday at 10:30am 

liturgy at St. Raphael 

St. Andrew’s Fun Fest, Sunday, August 18, at Fairfax. 

Come and join the fun at St. Andrew’s Fun Fest in our 

air conditioned social hall on Sunday, August 18 in  

Fairfax. Polka Mass at 10:00am by St. A’s Polkateers. 

Deep fried chicken dinner, mashed potatoes, gravy, 

green beans, salads, dessert served from 10:30am – 1:00 

pm. Adults $11.00, Children(5-10) $5.00, under5 – Free. 

Take outs and buckets of chicken with free salad. After 

noon music by Juice Belly, BIG CASH  RAFFLE 

TICKET, Big Prize raffle ticket, Kids Games, Beer  

Wagon, Pull Tabs, Country Store, Bingo, Food stand 

with burgers, hot dogs, BBQ’s, Coney’s, pies and bars, 

also featuring Authentic Mexican Taco’s, plus much 

more from 10:30- 3:00 on the St. Andrew’s Church 

ground. Everyone Welcome! Join us for a Sunday of 

Fun!   

Handicap Valet Parking Available – Watch for Signs! 

RCIA 

If you know of someone who is interest-

ed in exploring more about the Catholic 

Faith, please have them connect with 

Father Phil, 507-723-4141 or  

Sister Shirley, 752-7269.  R.C.I.A. 

stands for the Rite of Christian Initiation 

of Adults. This program is for those wishing to  

become Catholic.. This program begins in the fall of 

the year. 
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~Church of St. Raphael~ 
Meetings and Activities 

Contribution Budget July 1, 20189 June 30, 2020 

 Annual  Budget Budget to Date Received to Date 

Adults $255,000.00 $29,423.10 $25,410.00 

Gr. 7-12 $1,000.00 $115.38 $15.00 

Pre K-6 $2000.00 $230.82 $125.75 

Last week’s Parish Revenue 

Adult Envelopes $3,378.00 

High School Gr. 7-12 $0.00 

Children through Gr. 6 $31.00 

Loose  Plate $123.00 

Air Conditioning $310.00 

Assumption $160.00 

Red Heart $25.00 

Water Fountain Donation $250.00 

Fall Festival Ham Donation $300.00 

Mission Cooperative $165.00 

Votive Candles $20.00 

Good Neighbor Thrift Store $908.33 

Total Income $5,670.33 

~Serving next Funeral will be Group D~ 

The 400 Club Winner this Week 

#133 Blaine Roiger $150.00 

   

Aug. 19  1st Day of School 

 1:00pm Craft Ladies Meet 

Aug 20 8:30am Mass - School Mass 

 6:30pm 
AFC Pastoral Council Mtg 

@ St. Raphael’s 

Aug 23  NO SCHOOL 

Banns of Marriage I 

 

Dale McMullen & Amanda Rogotzke will be  

united in Marriage on September 7, 2019 

 

 

Banns of Marriage II 

 

Scott Cowan & Erin Hauth will be  

    united in Marriage on August 31, 2019 

August 24 & 25, 2019 

  5:30pm 8:30am 

Servers Paytin Johnson Regan Beadell 

  Ashtin Johnson Rachel Beadell 

  VOLUNTEER VOLUNTEER 

Lector Jack Hartjes VOLUNTEER 

EMC Jack Hartjes Amy Vogel 

  Dale Lindmeier Shari Koll 

 Kathy Hillesheim Donna Krueger 

Accompanist Erin Hauth TBD 

Song Leader Andy & Kristina TBD 

Rosary VOLUNTEER VOLUNTEER 

Head Usher Dan Miesen Mike Vogel 

  Dale Lindmeier Ryan Vogel 

  Kadin Johnson Pat Vogel 

 VOLUNTEER Ken Koll 

Communion SJLH Karen Brandl & Lisa Zihlke 

Videographer Lexi Vogel 

The 400 Club ~ Please show your  

support for the 400 Club .  Our loyal 

sellers are out and about selling tickets.  

There are also tickets available in 

the Parish Office.  Please be supportive of this 

worthy fundraiser. 
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          Please remember in your prayers: 

 Our Shepherd of the Field: Fr. Bernard Steiner 

 Please pray for our parishioners this week~ 

Sun:    Leon & Cheryl Haala 

Mon:   Eugene & Joyce Haas 

Tues:     Mary Haas 

Wed:     Dale & Shirley Hacker 

Thurs:  Agnes Haechrel 

Fri:    Eric & Amanda Hall Family 

Sat:       Randy & Kay Halter  

 Weekly Candle Intentions ($2.00 offering) 

Special Inten. BJT  Special Inten. TJT  Special Inten. BEV 

Special Inten.  Special Inten. Grandchildren   

Special Inten. SF 

Good Neighbor Thrift Store 
 

August 20 – 24 End of Summer Clothing Bag Sale.   

$3 per bag.  Bags provided.    

Hours Tuesday – Friday 10:30 – 5    

Saturday 10 – 2 

Volunteers needed Monday August 26, starting at 8:30 

to help pack up clothing.  We are accepting Fall/Winter 

Clothing  in New, next to new, clean condition.    

Seasonal Items that are in good, clean and working 

condition.  No electrical items, exercise equipment, play 

pens, high chairs or broken, incomplete items.  Please 

do not leave donations at the front door when we are 

closed.  Any questions  about donations or hours to 

donate please call us at 723-5778 during regular hours.   
 

You are invited to join us as we celebrate our 

appreciation of our volunteers and those who support 

Good Neighbor Thrift  at Mass on Tuesday Sept  10, 

8:30 am followed by refreshments in the Gathering 

Space. 

FALL FESTIVAL 2019  
Sunday, September 15                                            

A New Year, A New Festival 

Fall Festival completed donation baskets of new items, are 

DUE!  If you haven’t already turned in your basket, please 

get it to the Parish Office this week.   If you have any 

questions, please contact Ashley Pietig (507-766-1726),  

Mariah Pietig (507-822-2634) or Sarah Boettger  

(507-227-5597). 
 

Live Auction 
Fall Festival donations for the live auction are now being 

collected through August 31st.  Please contact  Jon or 

Sheila Roiger (507-272-0907). 

 

The Fall Festival Food Committee is looking for cash  

donations to help purchase the ham for this years Break-

fast Buffet.  If you would like to donate, please mark your 

envelope as “Fall Festival Breakfast Donation” and place 

it in the weekend collection basket or bring it to the Parish 

Office.   

 

Note from Fall Festival Country Store Committee… 

Garden Produce can be dropped off for the Country Store 

before mass on Saturday, September 14th.  There will be 

NO early sales this year.  The Country Store will be open 

on Sunday, September 15th 8:00am-2:00pm. 

CCW DUES cards have been mailed. PLEASE PAY 

YOUR $35 DUES TODAY. You can drop it in the  

collection, bring it to the Parish Office, or mail to Donna 

Krueger, 16423 County Road 16, Springfield, MN 

56087. Make checks payable to St. Raphael CCW. 

HONORARY MEMBERS ARE EXEMPT FROM 

PAYING DUES. 

St. Raphael School 7th Annual Steeple Chase - 5K 

Fun Run/Walk,  Saturday, September 14, 2019 

 

Registration 7:00-7:50am      

Run Starts at 8:00am sharp 

 

Adults:  pre-registered fee $15/$20 day of race 

12 and under:  pre-registered fee $10/$15 day of race 

 

Registration is due by September 4, 2019. 

Registration forms can be found in the Church  

Gathering Space, School Office or Parish Office 

~Church of St. Raphael~ 

Fall Festival Raffle Ticket Envelopes are 

ready to be picked up and can be found in al-

phabetical order in the church Gathering 

Space! 
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~Faith Formation &Youth Ministry~  

~St. Raphael School~  

St. Raphael’s parishioners, 

It has been such an honor and a privilege working alongside you all for the past 2 years! As I begin to clean out my of-

fice during my last week of work, I am filled with gratitude for all the support, guidance, encouragement, and friend-

ships I received as the Faith Formation Director at St. Raphael’s.  

When Fr. Phil called me in 2017 and told it was “time to come home” to take this position, my first thought was “No 

Way! Anything but that job!”… But after lots of thought and prayer, and Fr. Phil agreeing to help me find a suitable 

husband before I turned 30, I moved back to my hometown trusting God would make something good of it. Little did I 

know coming back to Springfield would be one of the best decisions I have ever made! Though this job wasn’t my first 

pick in a career choice, and moving back to Springfield wasn’t in my future plans, it just proves the saying true: “God 

knows you better than you know yourself.”  

There are so many people to thank for making these past 2 years so memorable and enjoyable. First, thank you to Fr. 

Phil: for believing I could take on this challenging, yet rewarding position, and for the never ending support and guid-

ance given. To the office staff: thank you for helping me with all my printer/copier struggles, for helping me fold nu-

merous programs, and for lending a helping hand when I needed it. To Shelley and Karen, and all the Faith Formation 

Teachers: thank you for letting God use you! Teaching the faith isn’t easy, and I couldn’t have done my job without all 

of your time, dedication, and support. Lastly, to my church family: thank you welcoming me back with open arms 2 

years ago. The kind words and cards of encouragement were always highly appreciated. Thank you for trusting me to 

do the job, and to do it well. I will truly miss St. Raphael’s and all of its members, and I know I’m leaving you in very 

good hands with my replacement! 

                                    Blessings,  Erin Hauth 

Greetings…. 
 

Last Tuesday, we had a wonderful turnout for our school Open House. It was so much fun to see all the kids again after 

the summer break! They came in to get their fall pictures taken, meet their teachers and see their classrooms. School 

begins this Monday, August 19th at 8:00AM.   
 

We are incredibly blessed to have all of our staff from last year return with very minimal change.  Mrs. Hovland will 

be teaching Little Panthers (3 year old class) with 10 students on Tuesday and Thursday mornings with Mrs. Shawna 

Jacobs as a teaching assistant.  Mrs. Hovland will also be teaching Kindergarten Readiness (4 year old class) with 9 

students on Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings. Ms. Deanna Forry will be teaching kindergarten with 8  

students, Mrs. Raina Klisch is teaching first grade with 12 students, Mrs. Allison Nachreiner is teaching second grade 

with 11 students, Mrs. Kari Weingart is teaching 3rd grade with 12 students and 4th grade with 9 students.  Mrs.  

Gretchen Peichel was hired as a teaching assistant for the 3rd and 4th grade classes and we are so excited to have her on 

the team! Mrs. Forster will be teaching 5th grade with 6 students and 6th grade with 4 students.  Mrs. Mary Hoffmann 

continues to be a teaching assistant helping with kindergarten, first and second grades.  Mrs. Karen Reindl is teaching 

our religion program on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.  Mrs. Shawna Jacobs is teaching physical education on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays. I will continue to teach music on Tuesdays and Thursdays and teach art on Wednesdays and 

Fridays.  Mrs. Denise Gicker will return as our Title I teacher. Erin Meine will continue on as our food manager and 

cook.  Diana Windschitl will continue working as our technology coordinator. Greg Roiger and Steve Renner will  

continue on with maintenance and cleaning. Beverly Krueger will continue as the school’s administrative assistant. We 

have a fantastic school team and I am so excited to start our new school year! 

 

In Christ,                                          ~Beth Steffl~ 
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~Area Faith Community~ 

St. Raphael Parish is looking for Rosary Leaders 

to join our Ministry Schedule.  If you are  

interested in volunteering, please contact the  

Parish Office at 723-4137. 

~Stewardship Corner~ 

Stewardship Prayer 
Lord God, you alone are the source of every good gift, 

of the vast array of our universe, and the mystery of 

each human life.  We praise you and we thank you for 

your great power and your tender, faithful LOVE. 

 

Everything we are and everything we have is your gift, 

and after having created us you have given us into the 

keeping of Your Son, JESUS CHRIST. 

 

Fill our minds with HIS truth and our hearts with HIS 

love, that in HIS Spirit we may be bonded together into 

a community of faith, a parish family, a caring people. 

 

In the Name and Spirit of Jesus, we commit ourselves to 

be good stewards of the gifts entrusted to us, to share 

our time, our talent and our material gifts as an outward 

sign of the Treasure we hold in Jesus.            

                 AMEN. 

In next weeks Bulletin… 
The Stewardship Way of Life 

A new VIRTUS Training Session has 

been added for Saturday, October 5, 2019 

from 9:00 am-12:00 p.m. at the Church of 

St. Anastasia, Hutchinson. You can register 

online through the diocesan website 

www.dnu.org/safeenvironment by clicking on the large 

red button in the left margin of the main Safe Environ-

ment web page. 

Upcoming Area Events…. 
 

Sunday, August 18, 2019:  St. Andrew’s Fun Fest, 

Fairfax, MN.  10:00am Polka Mass followed by a Deep 

Fried Chicken Dinner 10:30am-1:00pm.  Adults $11.00, 

Children (5-10) $5.00, under 5 are Free.  Takeouts 

available.  Fun activities in the afternoon as well. 
 

Friday, August 23, 2019:  St. Michael’s CUF Coun-

cil, Morgan, MN.  Matching Grant Rummage Sale and 

Lunch.  9:00am-6:00pm and Saturday, August 24, 2019 

8:00am-1:00pm.  Bag sale starting at 8:00am Saturday.  

Located at St. Michael’s Social Hall. 
 

Sunday, August 25, 2019:  St. John’s Fall Festival, 

Searles, MN.  Family Style Ham & Chicken dinner 

10:15am-1:30pm.  Adults $12.00, Children (5-12) 

$6.00, Preschool $1.50.  Takeouts available.  Fun  

activities in the afternoon and Raffle Drawing at 

4:00pm. 

A new VIRTUS Training Session has 

been added for Monday, August 26, 2019 

from 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. at the Cathedral of 

the Holy Trinity (Parish Center), New Ulm. 

You can register online through the  

diocesan website www.dnu.org/safeenvironment by 

clicking on the large red button in the left margin of the 

main Safe Environment web page. 

Youth Choirs - Join the Fun! 
We practice weekly & lead song at mass once a month.   

We sing Contemporary Christian and Sacred music.   

We will start Wednesday, August 28th 

Meet in the Gathering Space of St. Raphael’s 

 

Children’s Choir: 2nd - 6th Grade 

Meet at 4:45pm to register. 

We will practice from 5:00-6:00pm 

 

Praise and Worship Group:  7th - 12th Grade 

Meet in Church for practice from 6:00-7:00pm 

Those in fall activities, join us as soon as you can. 

If questions, call Lori Kretsch at 507-276-5160 
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Sunday, September 15, 2019 

8am –3pm 

~Mass at 8:30am~ 

St. Raphael Fall Festival 

~ Hearty Breakfast Buffet served 8:30am-12:30pm ~ 

Including Scrambled Eggs, Scrambled Eggs Supreme, Cheesy    Potatoes, 

Ham, Sausage, Rolls, Fresh Fruit, Juices, Milk & Coffee 

 Adults  - $10.00 

 Children age 10 –5  - $5.00  

  4 & Under - Free 

Country Store  Sweet Shoppe Cookie Bowling Craft Ladies 

Raffle Drawing after Live Auction  Silent Auction 8:00am-12:30pm 

Tied Balloon Animals Games  10:00am-2:00pm 

Live Auction at 1:00   Outdoor Beer Tent  TV Raffle 

Pulled Pork &Walking Taco Stand  Money Boards Old Time Music 
 

Check us out on Facebook: St. Raphael Catholic Church, Springfield MN 


