
  

 

The Mission of the Vine & Branches Area Faith Community empowered by the Holy Spirit is to bear fruit that will 

last as Jesus commanded: by celebrating and proclaiming our Catholic faith as disciples of Jesus using our  

God-given gifts; by reaching out to and welcoming all people; and by centering our lives on the Eucharist,  

sacraments, scripture, service and the teaching of the Church. 

Baptism: Pre-baptism classes required- Contact Fr. Phil 

Marriage: All Catholics are to contact their pastoral leader at 

least 6 months before their wedding 

 Prayer Chain 723-6636, 723-5757, 723-5651, 723-5670 

 Good Neighbor Thrift Store 723-5778   

      20 E Central, Springfield, MN 

 Office of Catholic Charities  866-670-5163 

Church of St. Raphael & Area Office 

20 W Van Dusen Street ~ 507-723-4137 

Springfield MN 56087 

Email: straphael@newulmtel.net 
 

Church of St. Joseph 

400 W 2nd Ave, PO Box 458  

~507-752-7269 

Lamberton MN 56152 

& St. Thomas Oratory, Sanborn MN 

Email stjoseph@centurylink.net 
 

Pastor 
Fr. Phil Schotzko~ Office Phone: 723-4141 

phil.schotzko@newulmtel.net 
 

Pastoral Associate 

Sister Shirley Steines 507-752-7269 

Parish Phone    507-752-7269 
CCW Prayer Chain– Sister Shirley Steines 
 

Parish Secretary 
Marie Amsden  &  Mary Beth Hoffmann  723-4137 

mamsden@newulmtel.net & mbfh66@gmail.com 
 

Parish Bookkeeper 
Connie Vogel   723-4137, fax 723-5409 

cvogel@newulmtel.net 
 

School Principal 
Beth Steffl  723-4136 

straysprincipal@newulmtel.net 
 

School Secretary  

Bev Krueger   723-4135 
straysschooloffice@newulmtel.net 
 

Faith Formation/Youth Ministry 
Erin Hauth   723-4138 

straysfaithformation@gmail.com 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  

 Saturday 4:45pm at St. Raphael 

 Sunday 10:15am at St. Joseph  

Liturgies This Week 

Mon.    Aug. 20 No Mass   

Ezekiel 24:15-24; Matthew 19:16-22 

Tues. 

 

Aug. 21 
 

8:30am Mass +Jerry Lipetzky (Spfd) 

Ezekiel 28:1-10; Matthew 19:23-30 

Wed.  Aug. 22 

 

8:00am (Lamb) 

10:00am Mass + Leonard Roiger (SJLH) 

Ezekiel 34:1-11; Matthew 20:1-16 

Thurs. Aug. 23 

 

8:00am (Sanb) 

Ezekiel 36:23-28;Matthew 22:1-14 

Fri. 

 

Aug. 24 

 

8:30am Mass + Mary & Carl Bates (Spfd) 

Revelation 21:9b-14; John 1:45-51 

Sat. Aug. 25 

 

5:30pm  Mass + Evelyn Weber (Spfd) 

Ezekiel 43:1-7ab; Matthew 23:1-12 

Sun. 
 

Aug. 26 
 

8:30am  Mass + Ernest Vogel (Spfd)  

10:30am  Mass - AFC (Lamb)   

Joshua 24:1-2a,15-17,18b:Ephesians 5:21-32; 

John 6:60-69 

Bulletin Deadline: Wednesday at 1:00pm 

 Mass Stipend $10.00 

Vine & Branches  
Area Faith Community 

www.vineandbranchesafc.org 
 

August 19, 2018 

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

I am the vine, you are 
the branches.  
Whoever remains in 
me and I in him will 
bear much fruit,  
because without me 
you can do nothing. 

John 15:5  

mailto:straphael@newulmtel.net
mailto:stjoseph@centurylink.net
mailto:cvogel@newulmtel.net
mailto:cvogel@newulmtel.net
mailto:straphaelspringfield@gmail.com
http://www.vineandbranchesafc.org
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From Sister Shirley ~ 

In chapter one of, Gaudete Et Exsultate, “Rejoice and be Glad,” in the call to holiness, Pope Francis shares 

many quotes from the Second Vatican Council from the constitution on the Church, Lumen Gentium.  
 

“Strengthened by so many and such great means of salvation, all the faithful, whatever their condition or 

state , are called by the Lord- each in his or her own way- to that perfect holiness by which the Father himself 

is perfect.”   
 

Pope Francis encourages us to look around and see the holiness present in our neighbors, in the smile of the 

elderly, in the patient parent, in the supporters of families, and all of us can continue that list. All of us are 

called to holiness and each one of us is called in our own way using the gifts that God has shared with us. 
 

Peace and courage as you share your gifts planted in your heart during this week on the road to holiness.   
 

Peace and Joy. 

From the Pastor 
 

The front page of the Advance Press this past week revealed some to the new and exciting things happening at 

St. Raphael’s School as we start the new year. A new but very familiar principal in Beth Steffl, a new 

kindergarten teacher in Deanna Forry and a new phy. ed. teacher in Shawna Jacobs bring new energy and 

excitement to our great returning staff. This Wednesday it was great to gather for a blessing prayer and to 

focus on our vision of following the Lord’s command to go out and share the “Goodnews” in word and deed. 

 

I do want to remind each of you that you are an essential part of this ministry of education in the name of the 

Lord. Financially, we could not continue without your support and your prayer and encouragement to so very 

important as well.  You who are grandparents have a special role of re-enforcing the teaching of the school in 

the Christian values. Together with the parents, the primary educators of their children in the ways of faith, 

you  give witness to that faith by helping get the children to church, learn their prayers and put into practice 

the love of neighbor by supporting their service projects.  Thank you for doing that and for your prayers for 

the teachers, parents and children. 

 

You have heard the phrase “it takes a village to raise a child”.  I would add that it takes a community of faith 

to raise children of faith.  The surrounding culture in the U.S. can no longer be counted on to support the 

vision and priorities of Christian faith. Therefore we all are called to redouble our efforts to pass on the faith. 

This is, of course, is equally true of those students who will be enrolled in the various phases of the Faith 

Formation Program under the direction of Erin Hauth.  Now is the time be thinking about how you are going 

to manage the logistics of attendance at the classes and mass.  Be sure to get your children signed up and 

model for them the pattern you would hope that they would learn for a full and abundant life of faith and 

gratitude. You are interested in your child’s joy-filled life as they grow up.  Time and time again studies have 

shown that a faith life that includes regular, weekly attendance at a church increases the people’s happiness 

compared to those who do not attend regularly!! 

 

So we pray that all our combined efforts will bear fruit in lives of service.  Perhaps volunteering to be a Faith 

Formation discussion leader or catechist this year would be the way to show your child that this is very 

important to you and to their future happiness as children of God. 

~Fr. Phil Schotzko 
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~Church of St. Joseph~ 

Dolores Berg Pat Dauer Mary Arnoldi 

Kathleen Stillo Jim Berg  Kay Weisbrich  

Ken Arnoldi Ken Benedict Mille Bellig 

~Please also pray for those in Need ~   

Last Week’s Parish Revenue-St. Joseph 

Adult Envelopes  $3,980.11 

Student Envelopes 5.75 

Loose Plate 42.00 

World Mission 25.00 

Home Mission 50.00 

Catholic communications 25.00 

Religious Retirement 50.00 

Total Income  $4,177.86 

Coming Events 

St. Joseph- 

Contribution Budget July 1, 2018- June 30, 2019 

 Annual  Budget Budget to Date Received to Date 

Adults $60,500.00 $8,346.17 $11,946.36 

Student $900.00 $121.17 $69.25 

Loose Plate $4,200.00 $740.39 $767.40 

This week we remember these people in our prayers. 

Judy & Ralph Weber and Heidi & Steve Wersal 

Our Shepherd of the field:  

Msgr. John Richter 

Aug. 19 10:30am Mass 

Aug. 21 6:30am Bible Study 

Aug. 22 8:00am Mass  

Aug. 23 8:00am Mass at St. Thomas 

Aug. 26 10:30am Mass 

RCIA 
If you know of someone who is interested in exploring 

more about the Catholic Faith, please have them contact 

Father Phil, 723-4141 or Sister Shirley, 752-7269. 

R.C.I.A. stands for the Rite of Christian Initiation of 

Adults. This program is for those wishing to become Cath-

olic. Program begins in the fall  

Faith Formation 

You have seen school specials advertised in the media 

and some of you have been busy shopping and prepar-

ing your young people for school and college. It is also 

time to make preparations for Faith Formation classes. 

As you are aware we are always in need of regular 

classroom teachers and substitute teachers for our pro-

gram. Become involved with the young people of our 

parish and grow in your own faith while experiencing 

interaction with our young people. A diocesan require-

ment is that you need to attend a Virtus Training class 

besides having a background check. Go on the diocesan 

web site and sign up for this training held at one of the 

parishes in the area. Please contact Sister Shirley, 507-

752-7269, if you are interested in sharing you’re your 

faith and talents, 

Farm Mass 2019 

As you are well aware we rotate hosting the Annual Farm 

Mass from a parishioner from Springfield and Lamberton, 

This past summer the Farm Mass was at Darvin and Kay 

Voge so the  summer of 2019 the Annual Farm Mass will 

be at the farm of a Lamberton parishioner. If you would 

like to be the host for this special event, please express 

your interest to Father Phil or Sister Shirley.  

August 26, 2018 

  10:30am 

Servers Lydia Nelson 

  Emily DeCock 

Lector Anne Nelson 

EMC Diane Arnsdorf 

  Kris Redman 

  Jeanne Eykyn 

Usher Travis Nelson 

  Doug DeCock 

 Justin Stafford 

  Tony Riley 

Gifts Doug DeCock Family 

Counters Mary Arnoldi 

 Jenna Stafford 

Video Charly Furth 
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~Church of St. Raphael~ 

Check out Channel 8 –Cablecast 

 St. Raphael Sunday Mass  

Every Tuesday at 5:00 pm & Friday at 6:00 pm. 

 Seven Sacraments- Why Sacraments?-episode 1 

Every Tuesday at 11:00am & Thursday at 7:00pm.  

Good Neighbor Thrift Store 
 
 

August 21-25 

Come check out our Fresh Fall Arrivals! 
 

Volunteers needed on Monday August 20th starting 

at  8:30 am for packing up clothing. 

Prayer Corner 
Please remember in your prayers: 

 Our Shepherd of the Field: Rev. Anthony Hesse 

 Please pray for our parishioners this week~ 

Sun:    James & Joy Meidl Family 

Mon:   Michael Meidl  

Tues:     Randy & Lori Meidl Family 

Wed:     Andrew & Erin Meine Family 

Thurs:  Elmer Meine 

Fri:      Kevin & Tina Meine Family 

Sat:       Kurt & Lois Meine Family  

 Weekly Candle Intentions ($2.00 offering) 

·Special Intention   ·Special Intention VM 

·Special Intention YM 

You are invited to join the Men of this Parish 

this summer for morning Bible Study on Fri-

days from 6:00-7:00am in the Gathering 

Space.  Please come anytime you are able. 

Spiritually adopted babies are 7 Months Old! 

Thank you for praying for me.  I am 7 months old 

now.  I am growing every day.  I’m between 14 

and 17 inches long and weigh about 4 1/2 pounds.  

I move around a lot but it’s getting crowded in 

here!  Sometimes I even get the hiccups! 

Banns of Marriage 

Emily Christensen & Tony Kuhlers 
Will be united in Marriage on August 25, 2018  

Each Friday, August 3–September 28, answer the 

U.S. bishops’ call to pray 

and fast that a change in the 

U.S. Supreme Court will 

move our nation closer to 

the day when every human 

being is protected in law and 

welcomed in life. Join at www.usccb.org/pray   

 

Banns of Marriage 

Sarah Reiner & Cameron Lanier 
Will be united in Marriage on September 1, 2018  

  YOUTH CHOIRS ~  JOIN THE FUN! 
We practice weekly and lead song at mass once a month.   

We sing Contemporary Christian and Sacred music. 

We Will Start Wednesday August 29th 

Meet in the Gathering Space of St. Raphael’s!  

Children’s Choir: 2nd- 6th Grade, 

 meet at 4:45pm to register. 

We will practice from 5-6pm. 

Praise and Worship Group: 7th-12th grade  

Meet in Church for practice from 6-7pm 

Those in fall activities join us as soon as you can. 

If questions call Lori Kretsch at 507-276-5160 

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/take-action-now/call-to-prayer/index.cfm
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~Church of St. Raphael~ 
Meetings and Activities 

Contribution Budget July 1, 2018- June 30, 2019 

 Annual  Budget Budget to Date Received to Date 

Adults $255,000.00 $34,326.95 $24,268.00 

Gr. 7-12 $1000.00 $101.01 -0- 

Pre K-6 $2000.00 $269.29 $138.25 

Last week’s Parish Revenue 

Adult Envelopes $3,255.00 

High School Gr. 7-12 -0- 

Children through Gr. 6 6.00 

Loose  Plate 225.75 

Air conditioning 50.00 

Assumption 138.00 

DUF 1.00 

Kitchen Rent 1,280.00 

Farmfest food sold 40.00 

CD income 245.94   

Good Neighbor Thrift Store 736.08 

Total Income $5,977.77 

Aug. 20  First Day Of School 

Aug. 24 6:00-7:00am Men’s Bible Study 

Aug. 31 6:00-7:00am Men’s Bible Study 

   

   

~Serving next Funeral will be Group C~ 

Did you know we have an Electronic Contribution 

Form you fill out and turn into the Parish Office if 

you would like to schedule regular withdrawals 

from your account.  This may be cancelled at any-

time by you.  They can be found at the church en-

trances or printed from our website at:  

https://www.vineandbranchesafc.org/stewardship/ 

The 400 Club Winner this Week 

#162 SouthPoint Financial $150 

   

August 25 & 26, 2018 

  5:30pm 8:30am 

Servers Paytin Johnson Addison Lang 

  Ashtin Johnson Mitchell Streich 

  Kadin Johnson Ely Streich 

Lector Paul Pieschel Elizabeth Mohr 

 EMC Paul Pieschel Elizabeth Mohr 

 Cathy Ochs Chris Tauer 

 Alice Fasnacht Shari Koll 

Accompanist Julie Prechel Sharon Pieschel 

Song Leader  TBD 

Rosary Julie Lassegard Hilary Mohr 

Head Usher *Dan Miesen *Ken Koll 

  Rich Dauer Michael Rothmeier 

  Pat Lang Tim Kuisle 

  Terry Ochs Karla Kuisle 

Communion SJLH Jack & Marleen Hartjes 

Videographer Joseph Hoffmann 

Thank You! 

Thank you for all the people who 

helped with Farm Fest this year.  From 

the kitchen workers, fest workers, cake bakers, knife 

sharpeners, meat cutters, laundry people, drivers and 

all who helped.  Special thanks to Schwartz Farms, 

Citizens Alliance Bank and Chad Hoffbeck for their 

donations to FarmFest. 
 

https://www.vineandbranchesafc.org/stewardship/
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~St. Raphael School~ 
You are invited to support our Schwan’s Cares Fund-

raiser for St. Raphael’s 

School Smart Boards up-

dates! 

Shop online form over 300 

high-quality foods that go from the freezer to table in 

minutes.  With Schwan’s foods, a quality meal is al-

ways within reach.   

When you order by October 21, 2018, a percentage of 

your order will be contributed towards our fundraising 

goal! 

Order Online: schwans-cares.com/c/38326  Click  

“Shop Now” 

Order by Phone: Call 1-855-870-7208 and provide 

Campaign ID 38326 

Catholic Education Support  

St. Raphael School’s Mission is to bring the students to a deeper relationship with Jesus while providing quality 

education.  We believe every child should have the opportunity to receive a Catholic Education, even if the family 

cannot afford it.   

Even with your generous support of our Adopt-a-Student program, some families have not been able to pay for 

their child’s tuition for the 2017/2018 school year.   

·Student 1 = $438 ·Student 2 = $445 ·Student 3 = $603 ·Student 4 = $561 ·Student 5 = $480 ·Student 6 = $705  

If you would like to help assure these students continue to receive a Catholic education and greater success in life, 

please put your gift in an envelope marked with the student number and drop in the collection plate or the drop 

box in the school hallway.   

~Thank you for all your support of our School. 

6th Annual St. Raphael Steeple Chase is 

on Saturday, September 15, 2018.   

Sign up sheets are available in the Gather-

ing Space 

 

Blessings! We have some exciting things that have happened at school over the summer! First of all, 

our students in first through sixth grade will be welcomed back to school with brand new adjustable 

desks! We received a Pieschel Family Foundation Grant and were able to purchase 50 new desks for 

our students.  The Pieschel family along with the REA helped us purchase ten new iPads for our 

school. This will allow us to have two per classroom in grades K-6.   Our PTT organization (Parents and Teachers 

Together) purchased materials and resources for our school to create a Makerspace.  Makerspace is a collaborative 

learning environment where students can come together to share materials and learn new skills. It is an open ended, 

student led process that combines science, technology, engineering, art, robotics and math. I am so excited to see 

the great learning and creativity that will come from this! 

                We were blessed with money from the American Legion and the Sons of the American Legion to pur-

chase flexible seating options for our first through sixth grade classrooms. Flexible seating includes any kind of 

seating for students other than traditional classroom chairs. Stools, bean bag chairs and stability balls are all exam-

ples of flexible seating options. Each teacher chose what would be best for their students and classroom and items 

were purchased. 

                The Beers family and the Craft Ladies from St. Raphael donated money to purchase large, quality bean 

bag chairs for grades 3-6 and computer chairs for students. We are so abundantly blessed with organizations and 

people who care about our school and students so much! Thank you to all of our donors and supporters! 

                School begins on Monday August 20th at 8:00AM. Our first school Mass is on Tuesday August 21st at 

8:30am led by the school staff. Please join us for this special school Mass if you are able! 

  

In Christ, Mrs. Beth Steffl 

http://www.schwans-cares.com/c/38326
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~Faith Formation &Youth Ministry~  

Volunteers Needed!                 “Older people need so little, but they need that little so much." 
 

We are starting up a NEW MINISTRY at St. Raphael’s Church that entails visiting and befriending the elderly from our 

community and Parish, specifically the shut-ins and those who are nursing home/assisted living bound. Many of the el-

derly start to feel disconnected from their Parish Community once they are no longer able to regularly attend Mass. The 

goal of this ministry is to help the elderly feel connected and valued in their Parish, and we’d like this ministry to go 

beyond just bringing them Communion every Sunday. A variety of activities can be done by each individual to fulfill 

the needs of this ministry. Examples are: reading the bulletin to somebody, playing cards with the residents, going 

through a devotional with someone, or just giving the elderly an ear that will listen. Though there are people who do this 

from time to time, the goal is to have a regular schedule where we are visiting our fellow elderly parishioners. Volun-

teers for this ministry can be of all ages, young or old, and ministry would be a great opportunity for families to serve 

together! If you’re interested in learning more about what this new ministry entails or what would be asked of you, 

please call or email Dotty deLambert at 507-723-8147 or varmland42@yahoo.com.  

It's that time of year again where we are looking for 

Catechists for grades K-11 for the 2018-2019 school 

year September 26th- April 24th! K-6 will meet on 

Wednesdays from 3:30-4:45 and 7-11 will meet 

Wednesdays from 7:15-8:30. 

 You're qualified to be a Catechist if: 

 You are Confirmed in the Catholic Church 

 You want to learn more about your own Catholic 

Faith 

 You enjoy forming new relationships with the 

youth 

You can help foster faith based discussions during 

class times 

Being a Catechist isn't just for those who feel schol-

arly about their Catholic Faith- it's for people who 

are willing to learn alongside the kids! The best Cate-

chists are those who can meet the kids at the level 

that they are at. We aren't looking for perfect people 

to teach; we're looking for those who realize they 

aren't perfect, but strive for holiness anyway. 
 

This year, we are doing the LifeTeen program where 

there will be a lot of large group/ small group discus-

sion, which means you will work alongside the Faith 

Formation Director and other Catechists, and have 

more personal support and guidance each Wednes-

day night. 
 

 If teaching is something you're interested in or would 

like more information about, please call Erin at 723-

4138 or email at straysfaithformation@gmail.com.  

New School Chapel: We have painted a room in  

St. Raphael's School and have made it into a chapel for 

the kids to use throughout the week. If you are interested 

in making a donation towards this new school chapel, you 

can contact Erin Hauth or Karen Reindl, or you can make 

a check out to St. Raphael's Church and put school chapel 

in the memo and leave it in the church collection or in the 

school drop box.  Thank you for your support to this ex-

citing new addition! 

 CHWC Reunion   
 

All CHWC participants who went to St. Louis, MO in July:  

We will be having a reunion on August 19th at 6pm in St. Raphael's Gathering Space. This will be led by Jeff Strock 

and there will be food, music, games, and some short discussions. We will talk a bit about how our summers went, disci-

pleship, and having a personal relationship with God. The evening will end with a spoons tournament and/or a basketball 

game! Hope to see you there!  

FREE Online Catholic Movies and More!  

Our Parish has a free 2 week trial to FORMED that 

ends August 31st. FORMED is an online site that pro-

vides Catholic audio talks, movies for kids and adults, e-

books, and video-based studies from dozens of well know 

Catholic authors. To access it, please follow the direc-

tions below: 
 

1. Click on FORMED.org. 

  

2. Click on login in the upper right-hand corner of the 

screen. 

  

3. Enter the following information into the pop-up screen 

and click submit. 

  

Email Address: trial@formed.org 

Password: Assumption#18 (Case Sensitive) 

  

***Note: Do not change the password to this account. 

Do not click I forgot my password.*** 

mailto:varmland42@yahoo.com
mailto:straysfaithformation@gmail.com
https://formed.org/
mailto:trial@formed.org
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~Upcoming Area Events~ 

St. Andrew’s at Fairfax- Fun Fest- Sunday August 

19.  Come and join the fun.  Polka Mass at 10:00am by 

St. A’s Polkateers.  Deep Fried chicken dinner, mashed 

potatoes, gravy, green beans, salads, dessert .  Served 

from 10:30-1:00.  Adults $11.00, children (5-10) $5.00, 

under 5 - Free.  take outs and buckets of chicken with 

free salad.  Afternoon music by Juice Belly, BIG CASH 

raffle ticket, Big Wheel raffle ticket, Kids Games, Beer 

Wagon, Pull Tabs, Country Store, Bingo, Food stand 

with burgers, hotdogs, BBQs, coney’s , root beer floats, 

pies and bars, also featuring Authentic Mexican Taco’s  

plus more from 10:30-4:00! 

St. Raphael Fall Festival, which will be on Sunday, September 16 this year. 

 
Sign up sheets for a varieties of volunteer opportunities will be in the Gathering Space this 

weekend! Sign up right away to secure a spot you like.  After a few weeks of open sign up, 

CCW groups will be recruited to fill in any openings. 
 

Raffle Tickets will also be available to be picked up in the Gathering Space.  Purchase yours for a chance 

to win.  Over 90 prizes, many cash ones, are available!  Turn them in in the collection, parish office or 

drop box outside the office doors.  Pick up more in the Parish Office 
 

The Deadline for Silent Auction Basket Donations is August 31st. They need the extra time to organize 

and sort items to make a more fluid silent auction. 
 

Donations for the Silent Auction or Live Auction, are being accepted.                                           

Please contact the Parish Office (723-4137) 

 

Money Board sponsors can turn in your donation to the Parish Office. 

St Michael’s CUF Matching Grant Rummage Sale 

& Lunch.  Friday, August 24th from 9am-6pm and Sat-

urday, August 25th from 8am to 1pm, bag sale starting 

at 10am, at St. Michael’s Social Hall in Morgan.  We 

will be serving lunch on both days.  We always have a 

huge selection of clothes and misc. items.  Most items 

are priced at 25¢. 

St. John’s Parish of Searles will hold their Parish 

Festival Sunday, August 26th.  A family style chicken 

& ham dinner with homemade dressing will be served 

10:15am-1:30pm, with take outs orders available.  

There will also be live music, bingo, country store, 

games, and the big ticket raffle with over $10,000 worth 

of prizes at 4:00pm.  Festival will be held rain or shine .  

Everyone is welcome!.  St. John’s Parish is handi-

capped accessible and air conditioned!  Come & Join 

the fun! 

Hero for Life Banquet.  Tuesday 

September 18 at the New Ulm 

Event Center.    
5pm Social Hour & Silent Auc-

tion.   

6-9pm Dinner & Program- *limited seating 

Featured Speaker- Mark Schultz.  Mark was adopted at 

two weeks’ old and has gone on to become a contempo-

rary Christian music artist and has quite a story to 

share! 

Call 507-359-9800 or email fcps.tlc@gmail.com for 

tickets.  Tickets are $30 each. 


