
  

 

The Mission of the Vine & Branches Area Faith Community empowered by the Holy Spirit is to bear fruit that will 

last as Jesus commanded: by celebrating and proclaiming our Catholic faith as disciples of Jesus using our  

God-given gifts; by reaching out to and welcoming all people; and by centering our lives on the Eucharist,  

sacraments, scripture, service and the teaching of the Church. 

Baptism: Pre-baptism classes required- Contact Fr. Phil 

Marriage: All Catholics are to contact their pastoral leader at 

least 6 months before their wedding 

 Prayer Chain 723-6636, 723-5757, 723-5651, 723-5670 

 Good Neighbor Thrift Store 723-5778   

      20 E Central, Springfield, MN 

 Office of Catholic Charities  866-670-5163 

Church of St. Raphael & Area Office 
20 W Van Dusen Street ~ 507-723-4137 

Springfield MN 56087 

Email: straphael@newulmtel.net 
 

Church of St. Joseph 
400 W 2nd Ave, PO Box 458 ~ 507-752-7269 

Lamberton MN 56152 

& St. Thomas Oratory, Sanborn MN 

Email stjoseph@centurylink.net 
 

Pastor 

Fr. Phil Schotzko~ Office Phone: 723-4141 

phil.schotzko@newulmtel.net 
 

Deacon - Dcn. Barry Reindl 
 

Pastoral Associate 
Sister Shirley Steines 507-752-7269 

Parish Phone    507-752-7269 
CCW Prayer Chain– Sister Shirley Steines 
 

Parish Secretary 
Mary Beth Hoffmann & Marie Amsden 723-4137 

straphael@newulmtel.net 
 

Parish Bookkeeper 
Connie Vogel   723-4137, fax 723-5409 

cvogel@newulmtel.net 
 

Faith Formation/Youth Ministry 
Erin Hauth   723-4138 

straysfaithformation@gmail.com 
 

School Principal 
Beth Steffl  723-4136 

straysprincipal@newulmtel.net 
 

School Secretary  

Bev Krueger   723-4135 
straysschooloffice@newulmtel.net 
 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  

 Saturday 4:45pm at St. Raphael 

 Sunday 10:15am at St. Joseph  

Liturgies This Week 

Mon.    Dec. 17 

 

 No Mass   

Genesis 49:2, 8-10; Matthew 1:1-17 

Tues. 

 

Dec. 18 
 

8:30am Mass +Francis Boyle (Spfd) 

Jeremiah 23:5-8; Matthew 1:18-25 

Wed.  Dec. 19 8:00am Mass (Lamb.) 

10:00am Mass +-Huntimer Family (SJLH) 

Judges 13:2-7, 24-25a; Luke 1:5-25 

Thurs. Dec. 20 8:00am No Mass (Sanb) 

Isaiah 7:10-14; Luke 1:26-38 

Fri. 

 

Dec. 21 
 

8:30am Mass +Lester Krueger (Spfd) 

Song of Songs 2:8-14; Luke 1:39-45 

Sat. Dec. 22 

 

5:30pm Mass +Norbert Sturm (Spfd) 

7:00pm Mass +Joan Kelly (Sanb) 

1 Samuel 1:24-28; Luke 1:46-56 

Sun. 
 

Dec. 23 
 

8:30am Mass +Gene Stoering (Spfd)  

10:30am Mass -AFC (Lamb)  

Micah 5:1-4a; Hebrews 10:5-10;  

Luke 1:39-45 

Bulletin Deadline: Wednesday at 1:00pm 

 Mass Stipend $10.00 

Vine & Branches  
Area Faith Community 

www.vineandbranchesafc.org 
 

December 16th, 2018 

3rd Sunday of Advent 

I am the vine, you are 
the branches.  
Whoever remains in 
me and I in him will 
bear much fruit,  
because without me 
you can do nothing. 

John 15:5  

mailto:straphael@newulmtel.net
mailto:stjoseph@centurylink.net
mailto:cvogel@newulmtel.net
mailto:straphaelspringfield@gmail.com
http://www.vineandbranchesafc.org
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From Sister Shirley~ 
 

Happy Gaudete Sunday. Rejoicing Sunday. 

Today is the beginning of the Christmas Novena. During this novena the antiphon for Mary’s Magnificat is 

one of the seven O Antiphons. You may wish to pray this short antiphon on the following days.  

+Dec. 17 O Wisdom, Holy Word of God, you reach from one end of the earth to the other with providential 

and tender care. Come and teach us to live in your ways. 

+Dec.18 O Leader, of the House of Israel, giver of the Law to Moses on Mount Sinai: come to rescue us 

with your mighty power. 

+Dec. 19 O Root of Jesse’s stem, sign of God’s love for all his people: come to save us without delay. 

+Dec. 20 O Key of David, opening the gates of God’s eternal Kingdom: come and free the prisoners of dark-

ness. 

+Dec. 21 O Dayspring from on high, come shine on those in the shadow of death. 

+Dec. 22 O King of the nations, come and bring us peace. 

+Dec. 23 O Come, Emmanuel come to save us. 

 

Blessings of Joy, Peace, Hope and Love be with you. 

From the Pastor ~   

 
This Third Sunday of Advent is known as “Rejoice Sunday”.  The readings have strong 

imperatives to live with a glad and joyful spirit. Some might have a challenge to put these 

imperatives into practice.  The invitation to live in peace and harmony and to share and 

play fare in the daily encounters of business and family can be daunting.  There has been 

much talk of the divisions and distrust. There are many examples in the news of one person 

or group  taking advantage of a present position of strength to push their agenda or 

dominate others even to the point of abuse. 

 

Our question, along with that of John the Baptist’s hearers is “What are we to do?”  I would suggest, start 

with the “Goodnews” not the “Badnews”. Perhaps you are celebrating a new baby in the family or you have 

meaningful work and plenty to eat.  Are you surrounded by family and friends who care and stay in 

touch?  Are you safe and secure in your home and have good health care?  Are you able to express your faith 

and worship as you wish?  The many Christmas stories bring hope and remind us of the living saints that 

surround us. When we start there instead of with the bad news about some crime, financial problem or 

disaster, then it is not hard to rejoice.  Our gracious God has been faithful and true to the promises of the 

prophets. 

 

Granted, it might be hard to live every moment St. Paul’s directive to “have no anxiety at all”.  I imagine 

some could easily say to me, “Father, you just don’t know what we are going through”. You would be 

absolutely right.  I cannot walk in your shoes and I do not understand the unique pressures and fears that 

shape your lives.  However, I do know human nature and I do know the struggles that families go through. 

I’ve got a big enough family that we have a lot of chapters covered in the book of “Issues”.  However,  I do 

know “by heart” the goodness of God and of God’s people.  I have had the privilege and blessing of working 

with and ministering to so many wonderful people.  This gives me great cause to rejoice and give thanks for 

“LOVE” is here…ever near and ever approaching…truly visible to those with open and expectant eyes. 

 

~Fr. Phil Schotzko 
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~Church of St. Joseph~ 

Dolores Berg Pat Dauer Mary Arnoldi 

Kathleen Stillo Jim Berg  Kay Weisbrich  

Dorothy Dietl Ken Benedict Carol Kretsch 

Shirley Simonson Dean Kronbach Dale Bassett 

~Please also pray for those in Need ~   

Last Week’s Parish Revenue-St. Joseph 

Adult Envelopes  $1,640.00 

Student Envelopes 15.00 

Loose Plate 79.00 

Christmas Flowers 70.00 

Rel. Retirement 386.00 

Utility 500.00 

Immaculate Conception 159.00 

Total Income  $2,849.00 

Coming Events 

St. Joseph- 

Contribution Budget July 1, 2018- June 30, 2019 

 Annual  Budget Budget to Date Received to Date 

Adults $60,500.00 $28,615.44 $29,302.36 

Student $900.00 $415.44 $311.20 

Loose Plate $4,200.00 $2,538.48 $2,270.22 

This week we remember these people in our prayers. 

Cathy & Darrel Graff and Amy Gramstad 

Our Shepherd of the field:  

Msgr. Doug Grams 

Dec. 16 10:30am 
Mass- 3rd Sunday of Advent/ 

Christmas Program following 

Dec. 18 6:30am Bible Study 

Dec. 19 8:00am Mass  Lamberton 

 6:45pm Faith Formation Classes 

Dec. 20 8:00am No Mass at  St. Thomas 

Dec. 22 7:00pm Mass at St. Thomas 

Dec. 23 10:30am Mass 

Dec. 24 6:00pm Christmas Eve Mass 

December 23, 2018 

  10:30am 

Servers Anthony Axford 

  Austin Axford 

Lector Cathy Graff 

EMC Gordy Wille 

  Jeanna Olson 

  Kathy Valentin 

Usher Darrell Graff 

  Michael Hubert 

 Jim Olson 

 Jeanna Olson 

Gifts Katie Alms & Family 

Counters Cathy Graff 

 Katy Wille 

Video Candi VanMeveren 

The Red Cross Blood Drive will be at the Lamber-

ton Legion on Thursday, December 20, 2018 from 1 

to 6 PM. Please consider donating blood that day. If 

you would like to make an appointment or have any 

questions, please call Deb Furth at (507)752-7214 or 

(507)227-3293. 

Members needed for our Christmas Eve Choir--6:00 

PM--several individuals and families will be 

out of town this year.  We will practice after 

Mass on December 23 .  Please contact Sue 

@829-1846. 

Congratulations  to Carter Arnsdorf, son of Su-

zanne Pranger & Greg Arnsdorf who received the Ho-

ly Waters of  Baptism this last Sunday. We welcome 

Carter to our family at St. Joseph Church. 
 

We are happy to welcome the following to our parish family 

community: 

 Suzanne Pranger & Greg Arnsdorf and son, Carter 

 Brenda Derickson and daughter, Kaylee 

 Nancy Rebstock 

 Jared & Mee Wenisch and family.  
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~Church of St. Raphael~ 

Check out Channel 8–Cablecast 

 St. Raphael Sunday Mass  

Every Tuesday at 5:00 pm & Friday at 6:00 pm. 

 The Future Depends on Love- Episode 5 

Every Tuesday at 11:00am & Thursday at 7:00pm.  

 

 

 

Good Neighbor Thrift  December 17 -22   

Christmas Bag Sale.  $3 per bag for any  

Christmas item that fits into the provided bag.   

We will be closed on Christmas Eve Day and  

Christmas Day. 
 

Due to DAV removing their collection bins in Springfield 

we ask  that when considering making a donation that the 

items be in new to next to new condition, in working 

order.  We do not accept electrical items, exercise 

equipment, playpens, highchairs and car seats.  If you have 

any questions about donations stop in at the store or give us 

a call at 723-5778 

Prayer Corner 
Please remember in your prayers: 

 Our Shepherd of the Field: Fr. Bernard Steiner 

 Please pray for our parishioners this week~ 

Sun:    Jon & Sheila Roiger Family 

Mon:   Marianna Roiger 

Tues:     Michelle Roiger & Christopher Weilage 

Wed:     Justin & Carrie Roiger Family 

Thurs:  Lenis & Roxanne Roiger 

Fri:    Marion Roiger  

Sat:       Mark & Jacqueline Roiger Family 
 

 Weekly Candle Intentions ($2.00 offering) 

·Special Intention   ·Special Intention VM 

·Special Intention YM 

 

St Raphael School will be selling rolls after Masses 

Saturday, December 22nd, Sunday, 

January 27th, Sunday February 24th, 

Sunday March 24th, Saturday, April 

27th. 

Good Neighbor Thrift Store 

Religious give thanks.   “This money is pure gift,” writes 

a religious sister of the support made 

possible by the Retirement Fund for 

Religious.  “It enables us to continue 

providing care for our elderly sisters.”  

Your gift to last week’s collection helps 

hundreds of religious communities meet 

pressing retirement needs while  

continuing to serve the People of God.  Thank you for 

your generosity! 

Please remember in your prayers,  

Kenneth Wenisch, who died this past week.  

His funeral was this past Tuesday.  We extend 

our prayers and sympathy to his family and 

friends.   

Give a gift that makes a difference - 

Thank you to all who choose a person from 

St. John’s Circle of Care.  Please make sure 

to return your gifts to St, Raphael or the 

nursing home by  December 17, 2018 

Looking for volunteers to stay after 

Church on December 16th to bring up 

Christmas decorations and start some initial 

decorating. 

New serious illness? Landing on hard times? Chroni-

cally shut-in? Or maybe amidst a joy-

ous new occasion? 

If you know someone in these situa-

tions, someone who needs a bit of 

comfort and blessing in their life, grab 

a prayer shawl from the chair near the 

back of church. Shawls are blessed and 

have a miraculous metal attached to 

foster healing. Take as needed. 
 

Prayer shawls are crafted by the prayer shawl group, 

which also makes blankets for baptismal gifts. New 

learners are always welcome! 7:15pm the 2nd and 4th 

Monday of the month in the gathering space (note, no 

meeting December 24th). Supplies for this ministry are 

donated by Council of Catholic Women (CCW).  
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~Church of St. Raphael~ 

Meetings and Activities 

Contribution Budget July 1, 2018- June 30, 2019 

 Annual  Budget Budget to Date Received to Date 

Adults $255,000.00 $117,692.40 $112,903.22 

Gr. 7-12 $750.00 $346.32 $15.00 

Pre K-6 $2000.00 $923.28 $669.15 

Last week’s Parish Revenue 

Adult Envelopes $3,945.00 

High School Gr. 7-12 5.00 

Children through Gr. 6 57.00 

Loose  Plate 269.00 

DUF 31.00 

Christmas flowers 435.00 

Parish Gift 6,000.00 

School Gift 6,000.00 

Immaculate Conception 486.00 

Christmas 195.00 

Religious Retirement 910.36 

CD Income 251.39 

Campaign for Human Dev. 50.00 

Coffee Connections 17.40 

Tuition 3,023.00 

Pre-K Tuition 830.00 

Center Point Rebate 606.64 

Good Neighbor Thrift Store 1,109.96 

Total Income $24,221.75 

Dec. 17 1:00pm Craft Ladies Meet 

 3:15-5:00pm Level 3 Atrium 

Dec. 19 3:30pm-4:45pm K-6 FF/ Level 2 Atrium 

 7:15pm-8:30pm FF grades 7-11 

Dec. 20 3:15-4:45pm Level 1 Atrium 

Dec. 21 9:00am-4:00pm Adoration 

Dec. 24  Christmas EVE 

Dec. 25  Christmas 

Dec. 26  No FF 

~Serving next Funeral will be Group F~ 

The 400 Club Winners this Week 

#210 Eugene Tauer $65.00 

#29 Mike Reiner $65.00 

December 22 & 23, 2018 

  5:30pm 8:30am 

Servers Zoie Riederer  Paul Goedtke 

  Paytin Johnson Regan Beadell 

  Jacob Meidl Jaden Walter 

Lector Kathy Hillesheim Joseph Goedtke 

 EMC Alice Fasnacht Dcn. Barry Reindl 

 Cathy Ochs Donna Krueger 

  Volunteer Elizabeth Mohr 

Accompanist Sharon Pieschel Kathleen Goedtke 

Song Leader TBD David Goedtke 

Rosary Donna Ebnet Hilary Mohr 

Head Usher *Terry Ochs *Justin Roiger 

  Rich Dauer Tori Roiger 

  Dan Miesen Joseph Miesen 

  Volunteer Gene Veerkamp 

Communion SJLH Jim Miesen & Shelley Olson 

Videographer Julieann Reindl 
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~Faith Formation &Youth Ministry~  

Greetings, 

This week we continued to celebrate Advent as a school with our weekly advent devotions. We have been fo-

cusing on being an “angels” to others though kind words and actions. Students are recognized for these acts of love by 

their fellow students and teachers with an angel cutout. Their name and kind deed is written on the angel and posted in 

the front school hallway by our Advent wreath.  

                This week the students finished up their Christmas and New Year writings for the newspaper. Each year our 

students are featured in the newspaper with a special Christmas or New Year message with a picture of their class. 

Look for our students in the newspaper next week and the week after! 

                On Thursday, our entire first grade class was interviewed by the KNUJ radio station. They asked our students 

questions about Christmas and their family Christmas traditions! The answers they gave are wonderful, honest and 

sometimes very funny! They will be on the air on Monday December 17th at 8:50am!  Listen for Christmas for Kids. 

                On Friday our first and second grade classes created and decorated gingerbread houses! This is 

always a fun event! The students used a milk carton as their base and then they added graham crackers, 

frosting candies and all kinds of treats to embellish the gingerbread houses. The students are allowed to 

bring one special person to help them make it!  We had moms, dads, grandmas, grandpas and special 

friends join us! 

 

Blessings, 

Mrs. Beth Steffl, principal 

 

Due to some transportation issues of not knowing whether we could take a coach bus to the work 

sites for the Ohio camp, we have changed the location of our camp to Kansas City, KS. This 

camp will take place July 7-13th.  This is a more advanced and mature camp only open to those 

going into 9th grade the fall of 2019 and older. We will plan on driving the 6.5 hours to KS instead of taking a coach 

bus. Only 24 spots have been reserved and we only have 7 more spots open to those who are still interested in signing 

up. The cost is $385 and spots will be given in the order the registration forms are received. Forms can be found 

online or in the Gathering Space. 
 

 Senior Visitation Ministry 
Are you a member of St. Raphael's Parish and wish to feel more connected with the church members around you? St. 

Raphael's has started a new ministry where members of our Parish will visit you at your home and be a friend to help 

you feel more connected and involved in the church community! If you are interested in being visited, please call Dot-

ty deLambert at 507-491-6571 or Erin Hauth at 723-4138. 

If you are a parishioner interested in being involved in this ministry, call the numbers above or email Dotty at varm-

land42@yahoo.com. 

 

Look Ahead for Faith Formation: 

 NO Faith Formation on December 24-31.  Faith Formation Resumes January 2, 2019. 

 Reconciliation Learning Centers January 15, 2019~ starting at 3pm 

 First Reconciliation, January 22, 2019 at 6:30pm 

 First Communion Parent Meeting, January 23, 2019 at 6:30pm 

~St. Raphael School~  

Thank you to everyone who has donated items to our Maker Space Classroom.  We are going to use 

the Holiday Break as a time to organize the room and ask that no new donations be brought in until 

we are ready for more.  We will inform you when we will be taking new donations. 

mailto:varmland42@yahoo.com
mailto:varmland42@yahoo.com
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~Vine & Branches AFC Information~ 

Did you know we have an Electronic Contribution 

Form you fill out and turn into the Parish Office if 

you would like to schedule regular withdrawals 

from your account.  This may be cancelled at any-

time by you.  They can be found at the church en-

trances or printed from our website at:  

https://www.vineandbranchesafc.org/stewardship/ 

Save the Date 
Sparkle & Dine 2019 

Will be held Monday, February 11th, 2019  
at the Springfield Area Community Center. 
Check the Gathering Space for registration 

forms. 

CCW for Heifer International during Advent 

St. Raphael Council of Catholic Women is sponsoring 

a fundraising project for Heifer Interna-

tional, an organization that gives ani-

mals to people to help them help them-

selves out of hunger and poverty. 

The offspring of these animals are then passed on to 

other families in the village and so on.  The CCW’s 

goal is to purchase a Joy to the World Basket which 

includes 2 sheep, 4 goats, 1 heifer, and 2 llamas for 

$1500.  

Individuals can also purchase animals separately to 

give as gifts for the holidays.  $20 can buy flock of 

Chicks, Ducks or Geese.  A hive of honey bees is $30. 

$60 will buy a trio of rabbits. $120 buys a pig, sheep 

or goat, $500 for a heifer.  

Give a gift that keeps on giving.  For more infor-

mation, call Shelley Olson 507-227-5826 or put a do-

nation in the collection basket marked Heifer. Checks 

made payable to Heifer International. Cards for 

gifts are available in the Gathering Space. 

NUDCCW Scholarship Program for 2018-2019 

has Applications Available in the Church Office.  

All applications must be received in our Parish Of-

fice  by February 21, 2019 in order for the applica-

tion to be signed and sent in to the main office by 

March 1, 2019.  

For more information and applications please contact 

the parish office. 

The end of the year is not far away, and it is time to 

start thinking of strategies to maximize the tax ben-

efits of year-end giving.  Federal tax laws and many 

state laws make it possible to reduce or eliminate 

taxes on gifts to charities like your parish, diocese, 

schools and other ministries.  Remember that only 

gifts made by December 31st can help reduce the 

amount of taxes you owe next April,.  Please con-

sult your professional tax advisor for tax strategies 

for your personal situation. 
 

Gift of Grain 

Farmers can qualify for income and self-

employment tax savings on raised grain if the un-

sold grain is gifted to your parish. The grain must be 

delivered to an elevator and the actual storage ticket 

should be given to the parish. In order to qualify for 

the tax savings, it’s critical that the parish sells the 

grain and not the person gifting the grain. To learn 

more about the benefits of charitable giving of 

grain, please contact the parish office at 723-4137. 

https://www.vineandbranchesafc.org/stewardship/
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~Church of St. Raphael~ 

Other Area Reconciliation Services 

 Sunday December 16th at 4:00pm at St. 

Mary in Sleepy Eye 

Flowers for Christmas 
You are welcome to make a donation for our Christmas environment in memory of or in honor of a loved 

one.  Please complete the form below and return it in the collection basket or parish office. 
 

 St. Raphael                      St. Joseph 
 

      In memory of:     (or)     In honor of:                Please Print 
 

Name:_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Given By:____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Amount: ___________________ 

Christmas Holy Day Mass Times: 
 

 Christmas Eve- 4:00pm at St. Raphael, 

Children’s & Youth choirs will sing. 

 

 Christmas Eve- 6:00pm at St. Joseph 

 

 Christmas Eve- 9:00pm at St. Raphael 

 

 Christmas Day- 9:00am at St. Raphael 

  Adult choir will sing. 

Christmas Eve & Christmas~ December 24 & 25, 2018 

  4:00pm 9:00pm 9:00am 

Servers TJ Reindl Volunteer Jada Reese 

  Chase Groebner Volunteer Rachel Beadell 

  Kadin Rosenstengel Volunteer Regan Beadell 

Lector Isaac Kirschstein Jack Hartjes Laura Bast 

EMC Dcn. Barry Reindl Jack Hartjes Laura Bast 

  Jill Riederer Chris Tauer Jim Miesen 

  Shari Koll Cathy Ochs Elizabeth Mohr 

 Volunteer Volunteer Donna Krueger 

 Volunteer ----------------- -------------------- 

Accompanist Lori, Nick,  Julie Prechel Julie Prechel 

Song Leader Children & Youth Julie Prechel Adult Choir 

Head Usher *Mike Reiner *Terry Ochs *Mike Rothmeier 

  Ken Koll Luke Reiner Richard Sturm 

  Keith Riederer Volunteer Rod Salonek 

  Steve Woidylla Volunteer Tim Krueger 

 Donna Woidylla -------------- --------------------- 

 Volunteer ---------------- -------------------- 

Videographer Volunteer 


