
  

 

Baptism: Pre-baptism classes required- Contact Fr. Phil 

Marriage: All Catholics are to contact their pastoral leader at 

least 6 months before their wedding 

 Prayer Chain 723-6636, 723-5757, 723-5651, 723-5670 
 Good Neighbor Thrift Store 723-5778   

      20 E Central, Springfield, MN 

 Office of Catholic Charities  866-670-5163 

Church of St. Raphael & Area Office 
20 W Van Dusen Street ~ 507-723-4137 

Springfield MN 56087 

Email: straphael@newulmtel.net 
 

Church of St. Joseph 
400 W 2nd Ave, PO Box 458 ~ 507-752-7269 

Lamberton MN 56152 

& St. Thomas Oratory, Sanborn MN 

Email stjoseph@centurylink.net 
 

Pastor 

Fr. Phil Schotzko~ Office Phone: 723-4141 

phil.schotzko@newulmtel.net 
 

Deacon - Dcn. Barry Reindl 
 

Pastoral Associate 
Sister Shirley Steines 507-752-7269 

Parish Phone    507-752-7269 
CCW Prayer Chain– Sister Shirley Steines 
 

Parish Secretary 
Raquel Kieper & Marie Amsden 723-4137 

straphael@newulmtel.net 
 

Parish Bookkeeper 
Connie Vogel   723-4137, fax 723-5409 

cvogel@newulmtel.net 
 

Faith Formation/Youth Ministry 
Erin Hauth   723-4138 

straysfaithformation@gmail.com 
 

School Principal 
Beth Steffl  723-4136 

straysprincipal@newulmtel.net 
 

School Secretary  

Bev Krueger   723-4135 
straysschooloffice@newulmtel.net 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  

 Saturday 4:45pm at St. Raphael 

 Sunday 10:15am at St. Joseph  

Liturgies This Week 

Mon.    Feb. 4 

 

No Mass 

Hebrews 11:32-40;Mark 5:1-20 

Tues. 

 

Feb. 5 
 

8:30am Mass +Ernest Vogel (Spfld) 

Hebrews 12:1-4; Mark 5:21-43 

Wed.  Feb. 6 10:00am Mass +Leonard Roiger (SJLH) 

1:30pm Mass (VVNH) 

 Hebrews 12:4-7, 11-15; Mark 6:1-6 

Thurs. Feb. 7 8:00am Mass +Dale Bassett (Sanb) 

 Hebrews 12:18-19, 21-24; Mark 6:7-13 

Fri. 

 

Feb. 8 
 

8:30am Mass +Berdine Neeb (Spfd) 

Hebrews 13:1-8; Mark 6:14-29 

Sat. Feb. 9 

 

5:30pm Mass +Douglas Hillesheim (Spfd) 

Hebrews 13:15-17, 20-21; Mark 6:30-34 

Sun. 
 

Feb. 10 8:30am Mass  +-CUF Members ( Spfd)  

10:30am Mass - AFC (Lamb)  

Isaiah 6:1-2a, 3-8, 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; 

Luke 5:1-11 

Bulletin Deadline: Wednesday at 1:00pm 

 Mass Stipend $10.00 

Vine & Branches  
Area Faith Community 

www.vineandbranchesafc.org 
 

February 3, 2019 

4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

I am the vine, you are 
the branches.  
Whoever remains in 
me and I in him will 
bear much fruit,  
because without me 
you can do nothing. 

John 15:5  

The Mission of the Vine & Branches Area Faith Community empowered by the Holy Spirit is to bear fruit that will 

last as Jesus commanded: by celebrating and proclaiming our Catholic faith as disciples of Jesus using our  

God-given gifts; by reaching out to and welcoming all people; and by centering our lives on the Eucharist,  

sacraments, scripture, service and the teaching of the Church. 

mailto:straphael@newulmtel.net
mailto:stjoseph@centurylink.net
mailto:cvogel@newulmtel.net
mailto:straphaelspringfield@gmail.com
http://www.vineandbranchesafc.org
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From Sister Shirley~ 
 

We have been praying daily for the past several weeks with the special intentions to end human trafficking. We have a 

few more for this week before we celebrate the feast of, St. Josephine Bakhita. 

 

Feb. 4  We pray for men who were brought up to objectify women. 

Feb. 5 We pray for those who provide safe places for runaway youths and others at risk of violence and exploitation. 

Feb. 6 We pray for the rescued survivors that they receive the support they need to heal and go forward with hope. 

Feb. 7 We pray for the parents of the child who will not come home today. 

Feb. 8 We pray for all victims and for the eradication of all forms of human trafficking. 

 

St. Josephine Bakhita was born in southern Sudan in 1869. As a young girl, she was kidnapped and sold into slavery. 

She was treated brutally by her captors as she was sold and resold. She did not remember her name; Bakhita, which 

means, “fortunate one,” was the name given to her by her kidnappers. The International Day of Prayer and Awareness 

Against Human Trafficking is observed on her feast day, February 8th.  St. Josephine Bakhita, intercede for all women, 

men, and children searching for freedom. 
 

Having turned the page of our 2019 calendar we have already started February, the month we celebrate Valentine’s Day.  

Hopefully this year besides focusing on all our loved ones we will give ourselves a five minute daily break and appreci-

ate God’s great love for our loved ones and ourselves. Let’s give ourselves a:”selfie with God”. 

 

                                         ~ Sister Shirley 

From the Pastor ~   
Last week we were invited to reflect on how we are not very good listeners. And how the Lord speaks through his Word 

in Scripture and in words that come from the ordinarily wise people that we love to ignore, at least at times when it 

upsets our comfort zone or settled attitude. 

This week the Gospel starts off right where we left off, “Today this passage is fulfilled in your hearing” Lk 4: 21.  We 

see that the people of his day were not such great hearers either. If fact, they reacted so strongly that they tried to put him 

to death right then and there…his own home town people!! 

They obviously did not stop and listen to the Holy Spirit but rather to their own spirit of fear and pride. Humble prayer is 

the key that opens our ears to the difficult but life-giving Word that God wants to share with us.  

Laura Kelly Fanucci, in an article in The Catholic Spirit, offers some “pockets of prayer” for the new year that may 

help us be more prayerful at home.  Here are a few of them: 

Pray when you wake up. Start each day with prayer.  Maybe sit 10 minutes with a cup of coffee before the kids 

get up and center yourself in prayer.  Let the Word of God be the first thing your eyes focus on each day. 

Bless your spouse. Say a pray together before you begin your daily work. 

Pray while washing.  Let the warm water of your shower (or baby’s bath) remind you of baptism. 

Bless before school. When you hug or kiss your kids goodbye, add a quick prayer for them and their teachers, 

day care providers and coaches. 

Pray while cleaning. While doing laundry, dishes or cleaning floors.   

Recharge at your lunch break. Read today’s Gospel while you eat, or a daily reflection help for prayer. 

Maximize waiting. Waiting is the perfect stance to pray because it is often our stance before God.  So when 

waiting to pick up kids, for the pot to boil, or time in the car can be very prayerful time. 

End of the Day. A short reflection on the day through the eyes of faith can remind us where we noticed God’s 

presence…what we are grateful for… what we need to ask forgiveness for. 
 

Thank you, Laura, for these reminders that we can pray in many ways and in all circumstances of life.  I invite you to 

pick one to begin this week then add another as seems right for you.  
 

May the Holy Spirit match your desire to pray with a sense of joy and gratitude in God’s presence.   

                                                ~Fr. Phil Schotzko 



3 

 

~Church of St. Joseph~ 

Dolores Berg Pat Dauer Mary Arnoldi 

Kathleen Stillo Deb Ose Kay Weisbrich  

Dorothy Dietl Ken Benedict Carol Kretsch 

Ken Arnoldi Suzanna Kronback Angie Axford 

~Please also pray for those in Need ~   

Last Week’s Parish Revenue- 

St. Joseph 

Adult Envelopes  $895.00 

Student Envelopes $9.50 

Loose Plate $50.00 

Catholic Schools $120.50 

Total Income  $1,075.00 

Coming Events 

St. Joseph- 

Contribution Budget July 1, 2018- June 30, 2019 

 Annual  Budget Budget to Date Received to Date 

Adults $60,500.00 $36,961.61 $42,813.19 

Student $900.00 $536.61 $437.45 

Loose Plate $4,200.00 $3,278.87 $3,232.22 

This week we remember these people in our prayers. 

    Margaret Jenniges, & Ken and Laurice Kastner 

Our Shepherd of the field:  

Msgr. Doug Grams 

Feb. 3 10:30am Mass 

Feb. 5 6:30am Bible Study 

Feb. 6 8:00am Mass 

 6:45pm Faith Formation Class 

Feb. 7 8:00am 
Mass at St. Thomas/Discussion 

Group 

February 10,  2019 

  10:30am 

Servers Maia Scheffler 

  Emily DeCock 

Lector Anthony Axford 

EMC Gordy Wille 

  Anthony Axford 

  Emily Scheffler 

Gifts Doug DeCock Family 

Counters Katy Wille & Carol Bassett 

Head Usher Jason Axford 

  Austin Axford 

  Doug DeCock 

  Jared Schroepfer 

Videographer Candi VanMeveren 

St. Joseph's CCW will be collecting donations for the 

residents of Revere Home as a Valentines Day gift. 

Suggestions are personal care items, socks, stocking 

hats, scarves, t-shirts, sweatpants, etc. Most living there 

are middle aged men.  Donation box at church entry 

through 2/10. Please have a heart and donate! 

Come and Go Bridal Shower honoring  

Rachel Krueger, daughter of Merle & 

Laurie Krueger and Dillon Imker, son of 

Arden & Jackie Imker on Saturday,  

February 16th from 9:00am-11:00am at 

St. Joseph Church Basement. 

Thank you ever so much to everyone who 

prayed for our son Jim and his family since 

we found out during Holy Week 2018 that 

he had an inoperable brain tumor. Thank 

you also for all the cards, phone calls, 

Masses and memorials that were sent by many people. God 

bless all of you.                              ~Dolores & Fred Berg & 

St. Joseph’s CCW will be sponsoring a table at St. 

Raphael’s “Sparkle & Dine” Event (see advertise-

ment in bulletin).  The event is Monday, February 

11.  Tickets are 20.00 each—please contact Julie  

Erickson at 507-380-0992 asap if you want to attend so 

if we do not fill our table of 8-- the committee can 

help.  Thank-You   
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~Church of St. Raphael~ 

Check out Channel 8–Cablecast 

 St. Raphael Sunday Mass  

Every Tuesday at 5:00 pm & Friday at 6:00 pm. 

 The Future Depends on Love- Episode 12 

Every Tuesday at 11:00am & Thursday at 7:00pm.  

 

 

 

 

February 5 – 9  50% off Valentine Items  

and any item with a heart on it  

Prayer Corner 
Please remember in your prayers: 

 Our Shepherd of the Field: Fr. Bernard Steiner 

 Please pray for our parishioners this week~ 

Sun:    Eugene & Heather Slaba Family 

Mon:   Eileen Solyntjes 

Tues:     Douglas & Lucy Sondag 

Wed:     Alicia Sprenger Family 

Thurs:  Carol Steffl 

Fri:    Susan Steffl 

Sat:       Thomas& Lee Steffl 
 

 Weekly Candle Intentions ($2.00 offering) 

·Special Intention VM  

·Special Intention YM   -Special Intention BEV 

Congratulations to Logan Groebner, son of 

Anthony Groebner and Meghann Bergstrom, as 

he received the Holy Waters of Baptism last 

weekend. We welcome him to our family at the 

church of St. Raphael. Good Neighbor Thrift Store 

NUDCCW Scholarship Program for 2018-2019 

has Applications Available in the Church Office.  

All applications must be received in our Parish Of-

fice  by February 21, 2019 in order for the applica-

tion to be signed and sent in to the main office by 

March 1, 2019.  

For more information and applications please contact 

the parish office. 

St. Raphael School  

6th Annual Cadillac Dinner  

will be  

Saturday, March 9, 2019 

Tickets will be sold after masses 

A new VIRTUS Training Session 

has been added for Friday, February 

15, 2019 from 7:00 – 10:00 p.m. at 

Holy Trinity High School, Winsted. 

Please ask individuals needing a new 

VIRTUS account to register online 

through the diocesan Website https://

www.dnu.org/safeenvironment/ by 

clicking on the large red button in the left margin of the 

main Safe Environment Web page. Individuals with 

existing pending accounts that did not previously regis-

ter for a session should log back in to their new VIR-

TUS account using the user id and password they creat-

ed to register at this time. Users may also change their 

session decision online if needed. If you need assistance 

registering someone, please contact Sherry Kalow 

(skalow@dnu.org). Thank you.  

Mission of Love 
The mission of San Lucas is asking for 

Messages of Love along with a donation 

to buy school computers.  You may pick 

up a Valentine and make your donation in the parish 

office or drop your own message with a donation in 

the collection or drop box in the hallway leading to 

school. We will forward them to San Lucas. 

3rd Annual “Sparkle and Dine Event” 

Feb. 11, 2019 Springfield Area Community Center 

Enjoy Beautiful Theme Tables, Good Meal & Community 

with other Women 

Speaker: Tiffany Wendt from Northfield 

Proceeds will go to Women’s Rural Advocacy Program’s, 

Inc. (WRAP), non-profit organization in Redwood Falls, 

Granite Falls, and Marshall  

https://www.dnu.org/safeenvironment/
https://www.dnu.org/safeenvironment/
mailto:skalow@dnu.org
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~Church of St. Raphael~ 

Meetings and Activities 

Contribution Budget July 1, 2018- June 30, 2019 

 Annual  Budget Budget to Date Received to Date 

Adults $255,000.00 $152,019.35 $170,082.22 

Gr. 7-12 $750.00 $447.33 $15.00 

Pre K-6 $2000.00 $1,192.57 $1,030.59 

Last week’s Parish Revenue 

Adult Envelopes $2,485.00 

High School Gr. 7-12 $0.00 

Children through Gr. 6 $26.00 

Loose  Plate $144.57 

Red Heart $100.00 

Fuel & Heat $20.00 

Good Neighbor Thrift Store $528.58 

Total Income $3,304.15 

Feb. 4 1:00pm Craft Ladies Meet 

 3:15-5:00pm Level 3 Atrium 

Feb. 6 3:30pm-4:45pm K-6FF/Level 2 Atrium 

 7:15pm-8:30pm FF grades 7-11 

Feb. 7 3:15-4:45pm Level 1 Atrium 

Feb. 11 1:00pm Craft Ladies Meet 

 3:15-5:00pm Level 3 Atrium 

 5:00pm-8:00pm 
3rd Annual “Sparkle & Dine 

Event” 

 7:00pm Prayer Shawl Group 

Feb. 13 3:30pm-4:45pm K-6FF Level 3 Atrium 

 6:00pm 
CUF Meeting - Holy Family 

Room 

 7:15pm-8:30pm FF grades 7-11 

~Serving next Funeral will be Group G~ 

The 400 Club Winner this Week 

#267 Karen Reindl $65.00 

#228 Char Bast $65.00 

February 9 & 10, 2019 

  5:30pm 8:30am 

Servers Zoie Riederer Paul Goedtke 

  TJ Reindl Noah Vogel 

  Noelle Reese Carson Arnsdorf 

Lector Pat Dauer Joseph Goedtke 

EMC Pat Dauer Dcn Barry 

  Cathy Ochs Elizabeth Mohr 

 Duane Dauer Shari Koll 

Accompanist Julie Prechel Kathleen Goedtke 

Song Leader Adult Choir David Goedtke 

Rosary Julie Lassegard Hilary Mohr 

Head Usher *Terry Ochs *Mike Vogel 

  Keith Riederer Ken Koll 

  Jake Veenstra Dale Knutson 

 Brody Sturm Andrew Baumann 

Communion SJLH Dale Lindmeier & Diane Hauth 

Videographer Mason Kretsch 
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~Faith Formation &Youth Ministry~  

Greetings! 
 

What a crazy week!  

This week, school was not in session Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday and we were two hours late on Thursday! 

With snow and blowing winds on Monday and record setting low temperatures on Tuesday and Wednesday, it was 

safer to keep everyone home!  

Unfortunately, because we celebrate Catholic Schools Week this week, many of our dress up days and fun activities 

have to be postponed to a later date! Thursday we were still able to dress in the style of “Up North” Minnesotans 

(hunting, fishing, trapping, lumberjack, cold weather gear).  We also celebrated Catholic Schools Week on Thursday 

by showcasing some of our students in our CSW talent show. We had students dancing, singing, playing guitar and 

playing piano. What a fun event to celebrate our students! On Friday, we began our day with mass and then after lunch 

headed to Vogel Arena in New Ulm for our annual swimming trip during Catholic Schools Week. Swimming together 

as a school is something the students look forward to all year! They had such a fun time!  We will finish off the week 

with our all school CSW mass Saturday night followed by our Build Your Own Burger meal.  

Thank you for supporting our students, staff and school! 

 

Mrs. Beth Steffl, principal 

~St. Raphael School~  

2019 Summer Mission Trip! 
This summer St. Raphael's and St. Joseph's will be taking 

a group of parishioners to Kansas City, KS July 7th-13th. 

This is a more advanced and mature camp only open to 

those going into 9th grade the fall of 2019 and older. We 

will plan on driving the 6.5 hours to KS instead of taking 

a coach bus since it's so close. Only 24 spots have been 

reserved and we only have 3 more spots open to those 

who are still interested in signing up. The cost is $385 

and spots will be given in the order the registration forms 

are received. Forms can be found online or in the Gather-

ing Space.   

Opening for Hot Lunch Director/Cook at St. Raphael School, Springfield. Would you consider  

working approximately 6 hours per day during school hours, providing good nutritious meals for the  

students...serving the meal and cleaning up afterward?  The position would also involve record keeping 

and getting certified in the safe handling and storing of food.  If you enjoy working with children and 

want to be home when school is not in session, this may be the fit for you.  Summers would be free.  The 

position is open immediately.  Inquiries can be addressed to Fr. Phil 507-723-4141 or Mrs. Steffl  

       507-723-4136. 

CHWC Fundraiser 
CHWC is once again selling boxes of handmade 

cards for all occasions with coordinating envelopes! 

We have 3 different boxes available: A Birthday Card 

box, a Thanks and Blanks box, and an All Occasion 

box. Each box is $30 and comes with 30 cards! If you 

are interested in purchasing a box of cards or would 

like to see them in person, contact Erin at 723-4138 or 

email straysfaithformation@gmail.com  

 Look Ahead for Faith Formation: 

 First Communion Parent Meeting, Tuesday, February 

5th at 6:30pm in the church basement.   

    PLEASE NOTE DATE CHANGE 

mailto:straysfaithformation@gmail.com
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~Upcoming Area Events~ 

Build Your Own Burger 

 

Saturday, February 2, 2019 

6-7:30pm 

St. Raphael Auditorium 

Springfield, MN 56087 

Delicious    HOMEMADE     Food 

$6.00  Plate includes: 

Burger or Hotdog, Beans,  

Potato Chips, Cupcake and Beverage 

Supporting our Catholic School 

In 1997, Pope Saint John Paul II 

instituted a day of prayer for women 

and men in consecrated life. This cele-

bration is attached to the Feast of the 

Presentation of the Lord on February 

2nd. This Feast is also known as Candlemas Day. On 

this day, candles, which symbolize Christ, the light of 

the world, are blessed. So too, those in consecrated 

life are called to reflect the light of Jesus Christ to all 

peoples. The celebration of World Day for Conse-

crated Life is transferred to the following Sunday in 

order to highlight the gift of consecrated persons for 

the whole Church. 
 

World Day for Consecrated Life will be celebrated 

in the Church on Saturday, February 2, 2019 and in 

parishes on the weekend of February 2-3, 2019. The 

Diocesan celebration will be at the Church of St. 

Catherine, Redwood Falls, at 5:00 p.m. on May 3. All 

are welcome! Please pray for all those who have been 

called to the consecrated life, and be sure to thank 

them on their special day. May they continue to be 

inspired by Jesus Christ and respond generously to 

God's gift of their vocation. 

Talking With God. 

“There is a mighty lot of difference between saying 

prayers and praying.”  ~John Lake 

 

Katherine Kehler, director of the Canadian Prayer 

Alert, offers the following guide for people who are 

not sure how to pray: 

  Praise 

  Repent 

  Ask for someone else 

  Your own needs 

Begin by praising God for His mercy, His holiness 

and His majesty.  Next, repent sins or shortcomings.  

Then, ask God to help others - the sick, homeless or 

lonely, as well as family, friends and neighbors.  And 

tell God about your own needs.  End by thanking God 

for His continued blessings. 

 

I urge that...intercessions and thanksgivings be made 

for everyone.           1Timothy 2:1 
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AREA EVENTS 

The Church of the Japanese Martyrs, Leavenworth 

is having a Catholic United Financial Matching Grant 

Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, February 3rd, 2019 

serving from 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.  On the menu are 

pancakes, scrambled eggs, sausage, applesauce, coffee, 

chocolate milk and juice.  Cost is $7:00 for adults; 

$5.00 for ages 6-12; $1.50 for preschool.   

 

Church of St. Catherine, Redwood Falls Council of 

Catholic Women Hot Dish Supper, Thursday, February 

7 from 5:00-6:30pm. Everyone is welcome!  

 

United Methodist Church, Springfield  70th Annual 

Chow Mein Supper, Wednesday, February 13, 2019 

4:30-7:00pm.  Chicken Chow Mein, Noodles, Rice, 

Orange Rolls, Dessert and Beverages. 

  

The phone number listed on our 2019 

Church Calendar for Marie’s Catering is 

incorrect.  The correct phone number to 

reach Marie Gervais is 507-227-1355.  

          Please make note of this correction.    

Diocese of New Ulm Catholic Charities 

services include individual, marriage and 

family counseling addressing issues relat-

ed to individual stress or family conflict, 

chemical dependency, communication 

breakdowns, domestic violence, and other 

mental health needs. Contact Catholic Charities at 1-866-

670-5163. All calls are confidential. 

National Marriage Week February 7-14, 2019 Cele-

brate National Marriage Week by taking a 

few moments each day together with your 

spouse to reflect and pray on the theme, 

Marriage Made for a Reason and what 

makes marriage unique, as established by 

God as the basis for family and society. Go to http://

www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/marriage-and-

family/upload/virtual-marriage-retreat-updated-

2019.pdf to download the virtual retreat.  

"Put on then, as God's chosen ones, 

holy and beloved, heartfelt compas-

sion, kindness, humility, gentleness, 

and patience." - Colossians 3:12. 

Experience these at a Worldwide 

Marriage Encounter Weekend.  The 

next available Weekends are Feb 8

-10, 2019 in Windom, MN and Apr 

26-28, 2019 in HUTCHINSON, MN. Early registra-

tion is highly recommended.  For more information 

visit our website at: southmnwwme.org or contact 

Miki at applications@southmnwwme.org or 507-227-

8229.  

Catholic Financial Life Youth Chapter sends their 

gratitude.  Thank you so much to everyone who donat-

ed to the St. Vincent de Paul Society Food Drive. We 

were able to raise $73.46 (rounded to $75 by a final 

donation), which will be matched by Catholic Financial 

Life Youth Chapter for a total of $150. Plus, you donat-

ed 53 lbs. of food of which will all go to support St. 

Vincent’s mission of ministering to the homeless. We 

really had a great time on Sunday, the people, food, and 

music were simply amazing! So once again, thank you! 

mailto:wmandbethnickles@hotmail.com

