
  

 

Baptism: Pre-baptism classes required- Contact Fr. Phil 

Marriage: All Catholics are to contact their pastoral leader at 

least 6 months before their wedding 

 Prayer Chain 723-6636, 723-5757, 723-5651, 723-5670 
 Good Neighbor Thrift Store 723-5778   

      20 E Central, Springfield, MN 

 Office of Catholic Charities  866-670-5163 

Church of St. Raphael & Area Office 
20 W Van Dusen Street ~ 507-723-4137 

Springfield MN 56087 

Email: straphael@newulmtel.net 
 

Church of St. Joseph 
400 W 2nd Ave, PO Box 458 ~ 507-752-7269 

Lamberton MN 56152 

& St. Thomas Oratory, Sanborn MN 

Email stjoseph@centurylink.net 
 

Pastor 

Fr. Phil Schotzko~ Office Phone: 723-4141 

phil.schotzko@newulmtel.net 
 

Deacon - Dcn. Barry Reindl 
 

Pastoral Associate 
Sister Shirley Steines 507-752-7269 

Parish Phone    507-752-7269 
CCW Prayer Chain– Sister Shirley Steines 
 

Parish Secretary 
Raquel Kieper & Marie Amsden 723-4137 

straphael@newulmtel.net 
 

Parish Bookkeeper 
Connie Vogel   723-4137, fax 723-5409 

cvogel@newulmtel.net 
 

Faith Formation/Youth Ministry 
Erin Hauth   723-4138 

straysfaithformation@gmail.com 
 

School Principal 
Beth Steffl  723-4136 

straysprincipal@newulmtel.net 
 

School Secretary  

Bev Krueger   723-4135 
straysschooloffice@newulmtel.net 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  

 Saturday 4:45pm at St. Raphael 

 Sunday 10:15am at St. Joseph  

Liturgies This Week 

Mon.    Jan 21 

 

No Mass 

Hebrews 5:1-10; Mark 2:18-22 

Tues. 

 

Jan. 22 
 

8:30am Mass +Carl Bates 

Hebrews 6:10-20; Mark 2:23-28 

Wed.  Jan. 23 8:00am Mass +Dale Bassett (Lamb) 

10:00am Mass +Leonard Roiger (SJLH) 

Hebrews 7:1-3, 15-17; Mark 3:1-6 

Thurs. Jan. 24 8:00am Mass +Berdine Neeb (Sanb) 

Hebrews 7:25-8:6; Mark 3:7-12 

Fri. 

 

Jan. 25 
 

8:30am Mass +Evelyn Weber (Spfd) 

Acts of the Apostles 22:3-16; Mark 16:15-18 

Sat. Jan. 26 

 

5:30pm Mass +Frank Marz (Spfd) 

Timothy 1:1-8; Mark 3:20-21 

Sun. 
 

Jan. 27 
 

8:30am Mass +Gavin Ludewig (Spfd)  

10:30am Mass -AFC (Lamb)  

Nehemiah 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10; 1 Corinthians 

12:12-30; Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21 

Bulletin Deadline: Wednesday at 1:00pm 

 Mass Stipend $10.00 

Vine & Branches  
Area Faith Community 

www.vineandbranchesafc.org 
 

January 20, 2019 

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

I am the vine, you are 
the branches.  
Whoever remains in 
me and I in him will 
bear much fruit,  
because without me 
you can do nothing. 

John 15:5  

The Mission of the Vine & Branches Area Faith Community empowered by the Holy Spirit is to bear fruit that will 

last as Jesus commanded: by celebrating and proclaiming our Catholic faith as disciples of Jesus using our  

God-given gifts; by reaching out to and welcoming all people; and by centering our lives on the Eucharist,  

sacraments, scripture, service and the teaching of the Church. 

mailto:straphael@newulmtel.net
mailto:stjoseph@centurylink.net
mailto:cvogel@newulmtel.net
mailto:straphaelspringfield@gmail.com
http://www.vineandbranchesafc.org
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From Sister Shirley~ 
Grateful thanks to all our young people from the Faith Formation Program and to Jeff Strock, Mary Holman and Diane 

Arnsdorf  for sharing their time, cooking talent, and serving gifts at the Pancake Breakfast this past weekend. Thanks to 

all our visitors and parishioners for supporting these young people in their service project. We are grateful to everyone 

for your assistance and encouragement. God bless you for sharing your love and patronizing us.  

 

We continue the Reflection & Prayer to End Human Trafficking. Here are the intentions for this week. 

Jan. 21  We pray in gratitude for Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and for the message he shared. May his words in-

spire us to take action today. 

Jan.22 We pray for the protection and safety of the unborn and newly born child. May they and their parents 

receive the support they need. 

Jan.23 We pray for victim’s resilience as they hope and pray to be freed from enslavement. 

Jan. 24 We pray for dishwashers, cooks, domestics and others who are often not properly paid or treated with 

dignity. 

Jan. 25 We pray that we don’t turn a blind eye to all who are being exploited and fade into the shadows. 

Jan. 26 We pray for those children and adults whose forced labors helps produce goods that benefit us at their 

great expense. 

Jan. 27 We pray in gratitude for Fair Trade, Fair Food and other initiatives which promote worker dignity and 

prevent exploitation. 

Please include in your prayers our three second graders who will be receiving their First Reconciliation after Mass on 

Sunday, January 27th. Also include their parents in your prayers. Thank you.  

                                          Sister Shirley 

From the Pastor ~   
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

I love the story of the Wedding Feast at Cana. The context within the Liturgy of the Word is a people struggling to be-

lieve that they are not “forsaken” and their country “desolate”.  Isaiah has tried to convince them that they are the Lord’s 

“Delight” and that God looks upon them as an engaged man looks upon his bride-to-be, rejoicing in her and ready to do 

anything to please her. (Is. 62: 1-5) 

 

The 2nd Reading describes the different gifts showered upon  the “beloved” by the Holy Spirit.  These exciting gifts of the 

Spirit are seen as manifestations of the love that is directed toward the ones that are so dear to the Lord that nothing 

seems too expensive or out of the question.( ICor. 12:4-11) 

 

Then in the Gospel (Jn 2:1-11)  in the midst of a wedding feast, Jesus agrees, (at the urging of his mother), to offer the 

gift of 600 liters of the best wine so that the new couple would not be embarrassed and so the celebration could continue.  

However, the story is really not about the couple or the guests, rather, it is about the relationship between God and his 

people. This “first sign” of Jesus has the wonderful backdrop of the wedding but is a revelation of the extravagant love of 

God for his people. The old ceremonial jars representing the Old Covenant and customs  were empty…ineffective.  The 

“sign” or miracle points to something radically new happening. The over-abundance of new, delicious wine points to the 

New Covenant that has arrived in the person of Jesus.  Now the time of fulfillment had come.  The Kingdom of God was 

at hand. (Mk 1:15) 

 

The story will be lived out again and again in other signs of God’s undeserved and lavish love, like the miracle of the 

loaves and the fishes with so much left over. ..or healing of the lepers, the blind and the lame.  According to John, the 

extravagant gift of wine foreshadows all the gifts of God that will come through Jesus. It is clear in subsequent signs, 

Jesus takes what is before him, as limited as it might be, then multiplies or transforms it to be more than enough…. a re-

flection of his love that is always more than we need. In fact, we are dealing with a scandalously lavish love that knows 

no limit. DRINK DEEP! 

                                          ~Fr. Phil Schotzko 
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~Church of St. Joseph~ 

Dolores Berg Pat Dauer Mary Arnoldi 

Kathleen Stillo Deb Ose Kay Weisbrich  

Dorothy Dietl Ken Benedict Carol Kretsch 

Shirley Simonson   

~Please also pray for those in Need ~   

Last Week’s Parish Revenue- 

St. Joseph 

Adult Envelopes  $1,052.00 

Student Envelopes $6.00 

Loose Plate $96.00 

Utility Fund $300.00 

Total Income  $1,454.00 

Coming Events 

St. Joseph- 

Contribution Budget July 1, 2018- June 30, 2019 

 Annual  Budget Budget to Date Received to Date 

Adults $60,500.00 $34,576.99 $41,223.19 

Student $900.00 $501.99 $422.70 

Loose Plate $4,200.00 $3,067.33 $3,131.22 

This week we remember these people in our prayers. 

            Jackie & Arden Inker and Sue & Jim Imker 

Our Shepherd of the field:  

Msgr. Doug Grams 

Jan. 20 10:30am Mass 

Jan. 22 6:30am Bible Study 

Jan. 23 8:00am Mass 

 6:45pm Faith Formation Classes 

Jan. 24 8:00am 
Mass-St. Thomas/Discussion 

Group 

Jan. 27 10:30am 
Mass/First Reconciliation fol-

lowing Mass 

January 27,  2019 

  10:30am 

Servers Isaac Kronback 

  Caleb Kronback 

Lector Hailey Simonson 

EMC Kris Redman 

  Diane Arnsdorf 

  Jeanna Olson 

Gifts Katy Alms Family 

Counters Kris Redman, Diane Arnsdorf 

Head Usher Jim Olson 

  Jeanna Olson 

  Jim Imker 

  Jared Schroepfer 

Videographer Candi VanMeveren 

The NB2DOSA will meeting the Lamberton Valley 

View Apartments January 27 at 2PM.  Bring a snack, 

come and play some games.  Hope to see you there! 

2nd Collection for Catholic 

Schools- January 27th  

 

Please see page 8 of the bulletin for full details on 

this 2nd Collection. 

 

A huge thanks you to all the volun-

teers for decorating and taking down 

all the Christmas decorations and for 

your monetary donations for  

Christmas flowers. God bless you for sharing your 

time and gifts. 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 18-

25: Theme: Justice, Only Justice, You Shall Pursue. 

St. Joseph’s CCW will be sponsoring a table at St. 

Raphael’s “Sparkle & Dine” Event (see advertisement 

in bulletin).  The event is Monday, February 11.  Tickets 

are 20.00 each—please contact Julie Erickson at 

507-380-0992 asap if you want to attend so if we do not 

fill our table of 8-- the committee can help.   

Thank-You   
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~Church of St. Raphael~ 

Check out Channel 8–Cablecast 

 St. Raphael Sunday Mass  

Every Tuesday at 5:00 pm & Friday at 6:00 pm. 

 The Future Depends on Love- Episode 10 

Every Tuesday at 11:00am & Thursday at 7:00pm.  

 

 

 

January 22 – 26.   50% off one piece of Jewelry with the 

purchase of an article of clothing.    

Thank you to all those who celebrated our Anniversary 

with us.  Looking for volunteers who can help us with 

donation deliveries.   

Please contact us at the store for details.  

Prayer Corner 
Please remember in your prayers: 

 Our Shepherd of the Field: Fr. Bernard Steiner 

 Please pray for our parishioners this week~ 

Sun:    Renae Scholten 

Mon:   Timothy & Lisa Scholten Family 

Tues:     Brandon Schroeder & Nissa Moravec Family 

Wed:     Daniel & Judy Schroeder 

Thurs:  Thomas & Mary Schroeder 

Fri:    Scott & Chastity Schultz 

Sat:       Jason & Ann Schultz Family 
 

 Weekly Candle Intentions ($2.00 offering) 

·Special Intention VM 

·Special Intention YM   -Special Intention BEV 

Congratulations to Lila Peichel, daughter 

of Benjamin and Ariel Peichel, as she re-

ceived the Holy Waters of Baptism last 

weekend. We welcome her to our family 

at the church of St. Raphael. 

NOTICE  - DATE CHANGE 
 

St Raphael School will be selling rolls 

after Masses Sunday, January 20th, 

Sunday February 24th,  Sunday March 24th,   

Saturday, April 27th. 

Good Neighbor Thrift Store 

Save the Date 
Sparkle & Dine 2019 

Will be held Monday, February 11th, 2019  
at the Springfield Area Community Center. 
Check the Gathering Space for registration 

forms. 

NUDCCW Scholarship Program for 2018-2019 

has Applications Available in the Church Office.  

All applications must be received in our Parish Of-

fice  by February 21, 2019 in order for the applica-

tion to be signed and sent in to the main office by 

March 1, 2019.  

For more information and applications please contact 

the parish office. 

Congratulations to Taylor Salonek, son of 

Zachary Salonek and Cecily Eichhorn, as he 

received the Holy Waters of Baptism last 

weekend. We welcome him to our family at 

the church of St. Raphael. 

Save the Date: 

St. Raphael School  

6th Annual Cadillac  

Dinner will be  

Saturday, March 9, 2019 
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~Church of St. Raphael~ 

Meetings and Activities 

Contribution Budget July 1, 2018- June 30, 2019 

 Annual  Budget Budget to Date Received to Date 

Adults $255,000.00 $142,211.65 $163,382.22 

Gr. 7-12 $750.00 $418.47 $15.00 

Pre K-6 $2000.00 $1,115.63 $944.59 

Last week’s Parish Revenue 

Adult Envelopes $3,480.00 

High School Gr. 7-12 $0.00 

Children through Gr. 6 $60.00 

Loose  Plate $186.00 

Solemnity of Mary $10.00 

Coffee Connection $13.00 

Votive Candles $12.25 

Christmas $100.00 

Adopt-a-Student $1010.48 

Good Neighbor Thrift Store $464.53 

Total Income $5,336.26 

Jan. 21 1:00pm Craft Ladies Meet 

 6:30pm 
KC Meeting in Holy Family 

Room 

Jan. 22 6:30pm 1st Reconciliation Service 

Jan. 23 3:30pm-4:45pm K-6 FF/Level 2 Atrium 

 6:30pm 
1st Communion Parent  

Meeting - No Students 

 7:15pm-8:30pm FF grades 7-11 

Jan. 24 3:15pm-4:45pm Level 1 Atrium 

Jan. 27 10:00am-12:30pm 
KC Sauerkraut, Dumpling & 

Ribs Dinner 

 12:30pm-1:30pm KC Free Throw Contest 

~Serving next Funeral will be Group G~ 

The 400 Club Winner this Week 

#90 Ken Groebner $150.00 

   

New serious illness? Landing on hard times? Chroni-

cally shut-in? Or maybe amidst a joy-

ous new occasion? 

If you know someone in these situa-

tions, someone who needs a bit of 

comfort and blessing in their life, grab 

a prayer shawl from the chair near the 

back of church. Shawls are blessed and 

have a miraculous metal attached to 

foster healing. Take as needed. 
 

Prayer shawls are crafted by the prayer shawl group, 

which also makes blankets for baptismal gifts. New 

learners are always welcome! 7:15pm the 2nd and 4th 

Monday of the month in the gathering space (note, no 

meeting December 24th). Supplies for this ministry are 

donated by Council of Catholic Women (CCW).  

January 26 & 27, 2019 

  5:30pm 8:30am 

Servers Kadin Rosenstengel Brooklyn Sturm 

  Kenzie Rosenstengel Kaylee Hillesheim 

  Juliana Lechuga Kameron Bigelow 

Lector Kathy Hillesheim Elizabeth Mohr 

 EMC Cathy Ochs Dcn. Barry Reindl 

 Kathy Hillesheim Elizabeth Mohr 

  Volunteer Chris Tauer 

Accompanist Sharon Pieschel Youth Choir 

Song Leader TBD Youth Choir 

Rosary Julie Lassegard Hilary Mohr 

Head Usher Terry Ochs Gene Veerkamp 

  Rich Dauer Dale Knutson 

  David Roiger Jake Rosenstengel 

  Volunteer Brody Sturm 

Communion SJLH Jack & Marleen Hartjes 

Videographer Brayden Strum 
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~Faith Formation &Youth Ministry~  

Greetings! 
 

This week we have been busy gearing up for Catholic Schools Week! (January 27-February 2) The teachers and I have 

been preparing special activities and also a little something special for the talent show on Thursday, January 31st at 

1:00PM.  The students have also been performing their piano, dance and singing numbers for us! So far, all the acts 

have been wonderful! I am excited to put it all together. Parents, grandparents, friends and parishioners are all welcome 

to attend and see the talented students of St. Raphael. 

 

This week we also got the opportunity to go and see a professional Children’s theater company in Minneapolis. We got 

to see Mr. Popper’s Penguins. This activity was made possible through a generous St. Raphael School supporter who 

purchased our tickets and the American Legion and Sons of the American Legion who provided money for bussing 

expenses. It was a fabulous show and the students, teachers and chaperones truly enjoyed it! 

 

Additionally, as part of my yearly duties for accreditation, I spent some time in Mrs. H’s preschool room this week and 

in Mrs. Reindl’s atrium classroom doing teacher observations. It was so much fun to see the teachers and students in 

action doing what they do best! After spending time in these classrooms, I am so grateful for the wonderful teachers, 

students, school and resources that we have here. I look forward to getting around to each classroom in the coming 

weeks.  

 

We are one week in to our two week testing window for our NWEA tests. There was a major outage on the NWEA 

website on Tuesday and so that put a stop to our testing for a little bit. We were back online later in the day and all is 

going smoothly! I look forward  to sharing the results with our parents when the testing is complete! 
 

Mrs. Beth Steffl, principal 

~St. Raphael School~  

Look Ahead for Faith Formation: 

 First Reconciliation, January 22, 2019 at 6:30pm in the 

church 

 First Communion Parent Meeting, January 23, 2019 at 

6:30pm in the church basement 

Donations Needed! 
We are still looking for donations for a projector we’re 

planning on mounting to the ceiling in the church base-

ment to use for our high school Faith Formation.  

Along with a new projector, this project also includes 

purchasing a screen, speakers, and other accessories. 

This project is estimated to cost over $1,500 when it is 

finished. Any donation amount is appreciated!  Once 

enough donations are received to cover the costs, we 

can start and finish the project!  

This upcoming Tuesday, January 22nd, 

we have a large group of students receiv-

ing the Sacrament of Reconciliation for 

the first time! Please keep these children 

and their families in your prayers as they 

experience the love and mercy of God in 

a new and powerful way! 

2019 Summer Mission Trip! 
This summer St. Raphael's and St. Joseph's will be taking 

a group of parishioners to Kansas City, KS July 7th-13th. 

This is a more advanced and mature camp only open to 

those going into 9th grade the fall of 2019 and older. We 

will plan on driving the 6.5 hours to KS instead of taking 

a coach bus since it's so close. Only 24 spots have been 

reserved and we only have 3 more spots open to those 

who are still interested in signing up. The cost is $385 

and spots will be given in the order the registration forms 

are received. Forms can be found online or in the Gather-

ing Space.   

Opening for Hot Lunch Director/Cook at St. Raphael School, Springfield. Would you consider  

working approximately 6 hours per day during school hours, providing good nutritious meals for the  

students...serving the meal and cleaning up afterward?  The position would also involve record keeping 

and getting certified in the safe handling and storing of food.  If you enjoy working with children and 

want to be home when school is not in session, this may be the fit for you.  Summers would be free.  The 

position is open immediately.  Inquiries can be addressed to Fr. Phil 507-723-4141 or Mrs. Steffl  

507-723-4136. 
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~Upcoming Area Events~ 

Free money for our school? Yes, 

please!  Download the Shoparoo app 

on your smartphone or iPad and sign 

up for an account! Make sure you 

select St. Raphael School as your des-

ignated school.  Anytime you do any 

shopping anywhere, snap a photo of the receipt on 

the app and submit it. We received a $55.62 check 

from Shoparoo this fall from the handful of families 

(only 7) that are participating. Imagine how much 

money we could raise if all our school supporters 

participated? Where does the money come from you 

ask? The founders at Shoparoo are partnered with 

major consumer brands that pay for market re-

search.  When you use Shoparoo, your receipt data 

remains anonymous but collects information for im-

portant market research. 

Sauerkraut 

&  

Dumpling Dinner 

January 27, 2019 

 10:00am-12:30pm 

Serving:  Sauerkraut with Pork, Dumplings,  

Barbecued Ribs, Apple Sauce, Bread, Dessert 
& Beverage 

Adults $12.00, Adults 70+ years $10.00  

Children 5-12 $6.00, Children under age 5 
Free 

Take Outs Available 

St. Raphael School Auditorium 

Sponsored by:  

Catholic Financial Matching Grant  

& Knights of Columbus 

Knights of Columbus Free Throw Contest 

 

Sunday, January 27, 2019 

12:30pm-1:30pm 

(following the Sauerkraut & 

Dumpling Dinner) 

 

St. Raphael School Auditorium 

Boys and Girls ages 9 through 14 

are encouraged to participate.  

 

If you have any questions, please contact John Miesen 

at 507-829-1466. 

AREA EVENTS 

Church of St. Catherine, Redwood Falls Council of 

Catholic Women Hot Dish Supper, Thursday, February 

7 from 5:00-6:30pm. Everyone is welcome!  

 

United Methodist Church, Springfield  70th Annual 

Chow Mein Supper, Wednesday, February 13, 2019 

4:30-7:00pm.  Chicken Chow Mein, Noodles, Rice, 

Orange Rolls, Dessert and Beverages. 

  

A new VIRTUS Training Session 

has been added for Thursday, Janu-

ary 24, 2019 from 6:30pm-9:30pm 

at the Church of St. Catherine, Red-

wood Falls.  If you are interested in 

attending please register online 

through the diocesan website 

www.dnu.org/safeenvironment by 

clicking on the large red button in the left margin of 

the main Safe Environment Web page.  If you need 

assistance, please contact Raquel Kieper in the Par-

ish Office or Sherry Kalow (skalow@dnu.org).  
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Senior Visitation Ministry 
Are you a member of St. Raphael's Parish and wish to 

feel more connected with the church members around 

you? St. Raphael's has started a new ministry where 

members of our Parish will visit you at your home and 

be a friend to help you feel more connected and in-

volved in the church community! If you are interested 

in being visited, please call Dotty deLambert at 507-491

-6571 or Erin Hauth at 723-4138.  If you are a parish-

ioner interested in being involved in this ministry, call 

the numbers above or email Dotty at  

varmland42@yahoo.com. 

National Catholic Schools 

Week is the week of January 

27 through February 2. In con-

junction with that significant 

event, Bishop John M. LeVoir has announced that a sec-

ond collection be taken up at all Masses in the diocese 

the weekend of January 26 and 27 to benefit Catholic 

Schools in the Diocese of New Ulm. 
 

In those Area Faith Communities that have Catholic 

schools, 75 percent of the proceeds will go directly to 

that Catholic school. The other 25 percent will be depos-

ited equally in two endowment funds already set up to 

benefit those Catholic schools. Where there are no 

schools, 100 percent of the funds will go into the  

endowment funds.        

Join thousands of Catholics nationwide in the annual 

pro-life novena, 9 Days for Life, Monday, January 

14 – Tuesday, January 22. Pray for the respect of all 

human life with daily intentions, brief reflections, 

and more. Download a free mobile app, or sign up to 

receive the novena through daily emails or text mes-

sage. (A printable version is also available online.) 

Sign up at www.9daysforlife.com!  

Tuesday, January 22, 2019 

commemorates the 46th anni-

versary of the tragic Roe vs 

Wade, the U.S. Supreme Court 

decision to legalize abortion in 1973. In commemo-

ration of the anniversary, the faithful of the diocese 

are encouraged to attend the annual March for Life 

and rally at the Minnesota State Capitol on Tues-

day, January 22 sponsored by Minnesota Citizens 

Concerned for Life (MCCL). 
 

The Prayer Service for Life will take place at the 

Cathedral of St. Paul from 10:30-11:30 a.m., fol-

lowed by the MCCL March to the Capitol. The ral-

ly at the Capitol will begin at noon, with the talks 

beginning around 12:30 p.m. 
 

As Catholics let’s join together to pray and protect 

the lives of unborn children and their mothers. We 

can make a difference. 

Address, Phone, Membership Changes???? 

Please remember to update the office on any 

address, phone or membership changes for 

yourself or your children, especially if they 

have completed their post high school  

education. Thank you! 

Update 

 

Many people no longer have a land line phone number 

and we do not have a cell phone number to contact pa-

rishioners.  

Please share your cell phone number with us so we can 

keep communication up to date. 

 

Name                            

 

Cell Phone #                        

 

Turn in at the Parish Office or Sunday collection.   

Thank You. 

The Community Wellness Team 
maintains the Bikes with Stripes pro-

gram in town and they are looking for 

an individual with basic bike mainte-

nance skills to help maintain our bike 

fleet this coming summer. Please contact Donna at the 

City Office at 723-3500 if you would like more infor-

mation.  

mailto:varmland42@yahoo.com
http://cms.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/january-roe-events/nine-days-of-prayer-penance-and-pilgrimage.cfm

