
  

 

Baptism: Pre-baptism classes required- Contact Fr. Phil 

Marriage: All Catholics are to contact their pastoral leader at 

least 6 months before their wedding 

 Prayer Chain 723-6636, 723-5757, 723-5651, 723-5670 
 Good Neighbor Thrift Store 723-5778   

      20 E Central, Springfield, MN 

 Office of Catholic Charities  866-670-5163 

Church of St. Raphael & Area Office 
20 W Van Dusen Street ~ 507-723-4137 

Springfield MN 56087 

Email: straphael@newulmtel.net 
 

Church of St. Joseph 
400 W 2nd Ave, PO Box 458 ~ 507-752-7269 

Lamberton MN 56152 

& St. Thomas Oratory, Sanborn MN 

Email stjoseph@centurylink.net 
 

Pastor 

Fr. Phil Schotzko~ Office Phone: 723-4141 

phil.schotzko@newulmtel.net 
 

Deacon - Dcn. Barry Reindl 
 

Pastoral Associate 
Sister Shirley Steines 507-752-7269 

Parish Phone    507-752-7269 
CCW Prayer Chain– Sister Shirley Steines 
 

Parish Secretary 
Raquel Kieper & Marie Amsden 723-4137 

straphael@newulmtel.net 
 

Parish Bookkeeper 
Connie Vogel   723-4137, fax 723-5409 

cvogel@newulmtel.net 
 

Faith Formation/Youth Ministry 
Erin Hauth   723-4138 

straysfaithformation@gmail.com 
 

School Principal 
Beth Steffl  723-4136 

straysprincipal@newulmtel.net 
 

School Secretary  

Bev Krueger   723-4135 
straysschooloffice@newulmtel.net 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  

 Saturday 4:45pm at St. Raphael 

 Sunday 10:15am at St. Joseph  

Liturgies This Week 

Mon.    Jan 28 

 

No Mass 

Hebrews 9:15, 24-28; Mark 3:22-30 

Tues. 

 

Jan. 29 
 

8:30am Mass +Frances Boyle 

Hebrews 10:1-10; Mark 3:31-35 

Wed.  Jan. 30 8:00am Mass +Millie Bellig (Lamb) 

10:00am Mass +Eugene Kubitza (SJLH) 

Hebrews 10:11-18; Mark 4:1-20 

Thurs. Jan. 31 8:00am Mass +Dale Bassett (Sanb) 

Hebrews 10:19-25; Mark 4:21-25 

Fri. 

 

Feb. 1 
 

8:30am Mass +Jerry Lipetzky (Spfd) 

Hebrews 10:32-39; Mark 4:26-34 

Sat. Feb. 2 

 

5:30pm Mass +George & Frieda Roiger (Spfd) 

Malachi 3:1-4; Hebrews 2:14-18;  

Luke 2:22-40 

Sun. 
 

Feb. 3 8:30am Mass -AFC( Spfd)  

10:30am Mass +Dale Bassett (Lamb)  

Jeremiah 1:4-5; 17-19; 1 Corinthians 12:31-

13:13; Luke 4:21-30 

Bulletin Deadline: Wednesday at 1:00pm 

 Mass Stipend $10.00 

Vine & Branches  
Area Faith Community 

www.vineandbranchesafc.org 
 

January 27, 2019 

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

I am the vine, you are 
the branches.  
Whoever remains in 
me and I in him will 
bear much fruit,  
because without me 
you can do nothing. 

John 15:5  

The Mission of the Vine & Branches Area Faith Community empowered by the Holy Spirit is to bear fruit that will 

last as Jesus commanded: by celebrating and proclaiming our Catholic faith as disciples of Jesus using our  

God-given gifts; by reaching out to and welcoming all people; and by centering our lives on the Eucharist,  

sacraments, scripture, service and the teaching of the Church. 

mailto:straphael@newulmtel.net
mailto:stjoseph@centurylink.net
mailto:cvogel@newulmtel.net
mailto:straphaelspringfield@gmail.com
http://www.vineandbranchesafc.org


2 

 

From Sister Shirley~ 

 
We continue this week’s reflection prayers to end Human Trafficking. 

 

Jan. 28 We pray for the runaway teenagers who are confused, scared and at risk of being recruited. 

Jan.29 We pray for children in war-torn countries who are forced to become child soldiers or child brides. 

Jan. 30 We pray for all people who work to create awareness and encourage action to address human trafficking and 

its various underlying causes. 

Jan.31 We pray for climate change refugees. May they receive the help they need and may their plight inspire us to 

take action. 

Feb.1 We pray for an end to sexually exploitive advertising and pornography. 

Feb.2 We pray for the girls and boys around the world who are sold by their parents because they don’t believe they 

can afford to keep them. 

Feb.3 We pray in thanksgiving for all the efforts to prevent human trafficking around major sporting like today’s 

Super Bowl. 

 

Grateful thanks for praying for our First Reconciliation students and for their parents and teacher for preparing them.  

As a parish community we remember in our prayers all of our members struggling with health or financial issues.   

Thank you for including my family in your prayers as we grieve the call of another family member to God’s eternal 

home.  

                                          Sister Shirley 

From the Pastor ~   
“(Jesus) came to Nazareth, where he grew up, and entered the synagogue on the Sabbath as he was in the habit of 

doing…” Lk 4:16 

This verse from the Sunday Gospel points to a foundational and very mysterious reality of our faith life, that is the 

importance of establishing a Habit of Prayer. 

Here Jesus is revealed as having a habit of communal prayer with his Jewish religious community.  In other places, 

especially in the Gospel of Luke, it is shown that he also has a habit of individual private prayer. If Jesus, our Shepherd 

and guide, our model and inspiration, found regular prayer an essential part of his life then we cannot consider ourselves 

true disciples unless we too strive to have a regular prayer life. 

What a “regular or habitual” prayer life actually is, has become more mysterious, and, at the same time, more urgent as I 

get older.  “Saying prayers” written by someone else is just one of a multitude of prayer styles or formats that are a part 

of our tradition. I have had the desire to pray and interest in teaching prayer since before I was ordained.  Now I find 

myself, after 68 years of life, more amazed than ever at the ways people pray and how important it is.  Never-the-less I 

am more hesitant than ever to say to anyone that in their daily life they should pray in this way or that way, or at this 

time or in that place.  

This much I know, prayer, both personal and communal, is essential to the Christian life and models in prayer are very 

helpful in developing our capacity for life enriching and life enjoying prayer. My mother was one of my first and best 

mentors in the art of prayer.  Here is one of her favorites that I heard her pray so often: 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Trust and Confidence…… 

My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going, I do not see the road ahead of me.  I cannon know for certain where it 

will end.  Nor do I really know myself, and the fact that I think that I am following your will does not mean that I am ac-

tually doing so.   

But I believe that the desire to please you does in fact please you.  And I hope that I have the desire in all that I am doing.  

I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire.  And I know that if I do this, you will lead me by the right road 

through I may seem to be lost and in the shadow of death.  I will not fear, for you are ever with me and you will never 

leave me face my perils alone.      ~Thomas Merton 

 

                                                 ~Fr. Phil Schotzko 
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~Church of St. Joseph~ 

Dolores Berg Pat Dauer Mary Arnoldi 

Kathleen Stillo Deb Ose Kay Weisbrich  

Dorothy Dietl Ken Benedict Carol Kretsch 

Shirley Simonson Suzanna Kronback  

~Please also pray for those in Need ~   

Last Week’s Parish Revenue- 

St. Joseph 

Adult Envelopes  $695.00 

Student Envelopes $5.25 

Loose Plate $51.00 

DMA $636.00 

Total Income  $1,387.25 

Coming Events 

St. Joseph- 

Contribution Budget July 1, 2018- June 30, 2019 

 Annual  Budget Budget to Date Received to Date 

Adults $60,500.00 $35,769.30 $41,918.19 

Student $900.00 $519.30 $427.95 

Loose Plate $4,200.00 $3,173.10 $3,182.22 

This week we remember these people in our prayers. 

    Kurt Jensen, Kim Jankord, and Sharon & Dave Jenniges 

Our Shepherd of the field:  

Msgr. Doug Grams 

Jan. 27 10:30am Mass 

  
2nd Collection for Catholic 

Schools 

  First Reconciliation after Mass 

Jan. 29 6:30am Bible Study 

Jan. 30 8:00am Mass 

Jan. 31 8:00am 
Mass - Sanborn  

Discussion Group 

February 3,  2019 

  10:30am 

Servers Aiden Holman 

  Joseph Strock 

Lector Craig Wetter 

EMC Barb Wetter 

  Mary Holman 

  Teresa Wenisch 

Gifts Shawn & Mary Holman Family 

Counters Fred Berg & Joseph Strock 

Head Usher Shawn Holman 

  Vern Hillesheim 

  Mike Hubert 

  Tom Anderson 

Videographer Charly Furth 

St. Joseph's CCW will be collecting donations for the 

residents of Revere Home as a Valentines Day gift. 

Suggestions are personal care items, socks, stocking 

hats, scarves, t-shirts, sweatpants, etc. Most living there 

are middle aged men.  Donation box at church entry 

through 2/10. Please have a heart and donate! 

The NB2DOSA will meeting the Lamberton Valley 

View Apartments January 27 at 2PM.  Bring a snack, 

come and play some games.  Hope to see you there! 

Come and Go Bridal Shower honoring Rachel 

Krueger, daughter of Merle & Laurie Krueger 

and Dillon Imker, son of Arden & Jackie  

Imker on Saturday, February 16th from 9:00am

-11:00am at St. Joseph Church Basement. 

 
St. Joseph’s CCW will be sponsoring a table at St. 

Raphael’s “Sparkle & Dine” Event (see advertise-

ment in bulletin).  The event is Monday, February 

11.  Tickets are 20.00 each—please contact Julie  

Erickson at 507-380-0992 asap if you want to attend so 

if we do not fill our table of 8-- the committee can 

help.  Thank-You   

Diocesan Ministry Appeal  

Special thanks to our donors who have contributed to 

the Diocesan Ministry Appeal and to the many more 

who have pledged and will be contributing to the ap-

peal during the coming months. We have received 

the first portion of your gift for the parish totaling $ 

636.00. As you are aware this money will be used for 

the new speaker system for the church. If you need 

an envelope for your contribution they are in the back 

of the church under the bulletin board. Thanks every-

one for your help. A portion of your gift is returned 

to the parish. God bless.  
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~Church of St. Raphael~ 

Check out Channel 8–Cablecast 

 St. Raphael Sunday Mass  

Every Tuesday at 5:00 pm & Friday at 6:00 pm. 

 The Future Depends on Love- Episode 11 

Every Tuesday at 11:00am & Thursday at 7:00pm.  

 

 

 

January 31, Last Thursday of the Month  75% off Clothing 

Congratulations to our Door Prize winners:  Jill Nickel 

of Sanborn, Eileen Kohlhof  and Mary Mathiowetz of 

Springfield.  Thank you to all those who took the to 

celebrate our Anniversary and to brave the weather. 

Prayer Corner 
Please remember in your prayers: 

 Our Shepherd of the Field: Fr. Bernard Steiner 

 Please pray for our parishioners this week~ 

Sun:    Lorne & Jeannie Schwartz Family 

Mon:   Edward & Linda Schweiss 

Tues:     Kenneth & Marilyn Sell 

Wed:     Daniel & Shelley Shoen 

Thurs:  Cleve Simonson 

Fri:    Paul & Katie Simonson 

Sat:       Shirley Simonson 
 

 Weekly Candle Intentions ($2.00 offering) 

·Special Intention VM 

·Special Intention YM   -Special Intention BEV 

St Raphael School will be selling rolls 

after Masses Sunday February 24th,  

Sunday March 24th,  Saturday, April 

27th. 

Good Neighbor Thrift Store 

NUDCCW Scholarship Program for 2018-2019 

has Applications Available in the Church Office.  

All applications must be received in our Parish Of-

fice  by February 21, 2019 in order for the applica-

tion to be signed and sent in to the main office by 

March 1, 2019.  

For more information and applications please contact 

the parish office. 

St. Raphael School  

6th Annual Cadillac Dinner  

will be  

Saturday, March 9, 2019 

Tickets will be sold after masses 

A new VIRTUS Training Session 

has been added for Friday, February 

15, 2019 from 7:00 – 10:00 p.m. at 

Holy Trinity High School, Winsted. 

Please ask individuals needing a new 

VIRTUS account to register online 

through the diocesan Website https://

www.dnu.org/safeenvironment/ by 

clicking on the large red button in the left margin of the 

main Safe Environment Web page. Individuals with 

existing pending accounts that did not previously regis-

ter for a session should log back in to their new VIR-

TUS account using the user id and password they creat-

ed to register at this time. Users may also change their 

session decision online if needed. If you need assistance 

registering someone, please contact Sherry Kalow 

(skalow@dnu.org). Thank you.  

Mission of Love 
The mission of San Lucas is asking for 

Messages of Love along with a donation 

to buy school computers.  You may pick 

up a Valentine and make your donation in the parish 

office or drop your own message with a donation in 

the collection or drop box in the hallway leading to 

school. We will forward them to San Lucas. 

3rd Annual “Sparkle and Dine Event” 

Feb. 11, 2019 Springfield Area Community Center 

Enjoy Beautiful Theme Tables, Good Meal & Community 

with other Women 

Speaker: Tiffany Wendt from Northfield 

Proceeds will go to Women’s Rural Advocacy Program’s, 

Inc. (WRAP), non-profit organization in Redwood Falls, 

Granite Falls, and Marshall  

https://www.dnu.org/safeenvironment/
https://www.dnu.org/safeenvironment/
mailto:skalow@dnu.org


5 

 

~Church of St. Raphael~ 

Meetings and Activities 

Contribution Budget July 1, 2018- June 30, 2019 

 Annual  Budget Budget to Date Received to Date 

Adults $255,000.00 $147,115.50 $167,597.22 

Gr. 7-12 $750.00 $432.90 $15.00 

Pre K-6 $2000.00 $1,154.10 $1,004.59 

Last week’s Parish Revenue 

Adult Envelopes $4,215.00 

High School Gr. 7-12 $0.00 

Children through Gr. 6 $60.00 

Loose  Plate $211.25 

DMA $2,829.00 

Solemnity of Mary $25.00 

Votive Candles $28.33 

Coffee Connection $24.00 

Capital Improvement $40.00 

Heat $75.00 

Adopt-a-Student $25.00 

Good Neighbor Thrift Store $669.53 

Total Income $8,202.11 

Jan. 28 1:00pm Craft Ladies meet 

 3:15-5:00pm Level 3 Atrium 

 7:00pm 
Prayer Shawl Group - Gathering 

Space 

Jan. 30 3:30-4:45pm K-6 FF/Level 2 Atrium 

 7:15-8:30pm FF grades 7-11 

Jan. 31 3:15-4:45pm Level 1 Atrium 

Feb. 1 9:00am-4:00pm Adoration 

~Serving next Funeral will be Group G~ 

The 400 Club Winner this Week 

#300 Richard Nachreiner $65.00 

#43 Fr. Stephan Boyle $65.00 

February  2 & 3, 2019 

  5:30pm 8:30am 

Servers School Children Luke Roiger 

  School Children Skyla Dauer 

  School Children Hazel Dauer 

Lector School Children Max Meine 

EMC Dcn Barry Reindl Max Meine 

  Karen Reindl Chris Tauer 

 Raina Klisch Donna Krueger 

Accompanist Sharon Pieschel Praise & Worship 

Song Leader School Children Praise & Worship 

Rosary Jane Irlbeck Jim Miesen 

Head Usher School Children Steve Meine 

  School Children John Moritz 

  *Pat Lang Sylvan Tauer 

 Keith Riederer Curtis Tauer 

Communion SJLH Jim Miesen & Shelley Olson 

Videographer Volunteer 
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~Faith Formation &Youth Ministry~  

Greetings! 
 

This Monday the students had off so the teachers and I could have a workshop day! We made the best use of our time 

by starting with thoughtful devotion reflection led by our 3rd and 4th grade teacher, Mrs. Weingart. We spent some time 

with a community building activity that I brought back from one of my graduate classes. Afterward, we spent an hour 

watching a training video on best practices for reading and the English Language Learner. (This is an area of require-

ment for maintaining our teaching licenses). We do not currently have any student where English is their second lan-

guage, however, we found that the methods modeled in the video were great for any reader and best practice for all 

teachers. We spent some time discussing the methods used in the video and how we could apply them to our teaching. 

Each teacher has to write a reflective growth statement as part of the re-licensure process every five years. It is a  

written statement about what new idea(s) we have tried and how we have grown as an educator. We spent some time 

brainstorming what we could write about and shared ideas with our colleagues. After we shared fellowship and a lunch 

together, the teachers spent some time in their classrooms working on their own plans and projects. During that time, 

Ms. Gicker (Title I) and I did some training on a new program we are piloting with our Title I students called  

Successmaker.  
 

Tuesday evening all the second grade students from our parish celebrated their First Reconciliation. We want to  

congratulate all students who made their First Reconciliation, but especially the students that attend St. Raphael 

School:  Isabella Groebner, Delayna Johnson, Xander Bigelow, Zoey Swing, Brett Jensen, Kyla Peichel, Bryson Vogel 

and Amelia Kieper. These students have been working and studying very hard to prepare for this sacrament. Thank you 

also to all of their parents for being supportive on their faith journey. We look forward to when these students will cel-

ebrate their First Eucharist on May 5th. 

 

Mrs. Beth Steffl, principal 

~St. Raphael School~  

Look Ahead for Faith Formation: 

 First Communion Parent Meeting, January 30, 2019 at 

6:30pm in the church basement.  PLEASE NOTE 

DATE CHANGE 

2019 Summer Mission Trip! 
This summer St. Raphael's and St. Joseph's will be taking 

a group of parishioners to Kansas City, KS July 7th-13th. 

This is a more advanced and mature camp only open to 

those going into 9th grade the fall of 2019 and older. We 

will plan on driving the 6.5 hours to KS instead of taking 

a coach bus since it's so close. Only 24 spots have been 

reserved and we only have 3 more spots open to those 

who are still interested in signing up. The cost is $385 

and spots will be given in the order the registration forms 

are received. Forms can be found online or in the Gather-

ing Space.   

Opening for Hot Lunch Director/Cook at St. Raphael School, Springfield. Would you consider  

working approximately 6 hours per day during school hours, providing good nutritious meals for the  

students...serving the meal and cleaning up afterward?  The position would also involve record keeping 

and getting certified in the safe handling and storing of food.  If you enjoy working with children and 

want to be home when school is not in session, this may be the fit for you.  Summers would be free.  The 

position is open immediately.  Inquiries can be addressed to Fr. Phil 507-723-4141 or Mrs. Steffl  

507-723-4136. 

CHWC Fundraiser 
CHWC is once again selling boxes of handmade 

cards for all occasions with coordinating envelopes! 

We have 3 different boxes available: A Birthday Card 

box, a Thanks and Blanks box, and an All Occasion 

box. Each box is $30 and comes with 30 cards! If you 

are interested in purchasing a box of cards or would 

like to see them in person, contact Erin at 723-4138 or 

email straysfaithformation@gmail.com  

mailto:straysfaithformation@gmail.com
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~Upcoming Area Events~ 

Sauerkraut 

&  

Dumpling Dinner 

January 27, 2019 

 10:00am-12:30pm 

Serving:  Sauerkraut with Pork, Dumplings,  

Barbecued Ribs, Apple Sauce, Bread, Dessert 
& Beverage 

Adults $12.00, Adults 70+ years $10.00  

Children 5-12 $6.00, Children under age 5 
Free 

Take Outs Available 

St. Raphael School Auditorium 

Sponsored by:  

Catholic Financial Matching Grant  

& Knights of Columbus 

Knights of Columbus Free Throw Contest 

 

Sunday, January 27, 2019 

12:30pm-1:30pm 

(following the Sauerkraut & Dump-

ling Dinner) 

 

St. Raphael School Auditorium 

Boys and Girls ages 9 through 14 

are encouraged to participate.  

 

If you have any questions, please contact John Miesen 

at 507-829-1466. 

 
This year we are excited to be partnering with a fun, 

free, and truly easy fundraiser called Shoparoo! 

Schools nationwide are already earning hundreds and 

even thousands every year through Shoparoo and it’s 

a great opportunity for us to really make a difference 

this year! 

 

Shoparoo is school fundraising made easy: the free 

app turns pictures of your everyday shopping receipts 

into cash donations and sweepstakes entries for our 

school! Yep, it’s that simple. No more cutting labels, 

selling door to door, or time-consuming coordinat-

ing. All you have to do is shop as you normally do, 

snap pictures of your receipts with the app, and voila 

Just shop, snap, earn! 
 

Get started today: 

1. Download the free Shoparoo app from the Apple 

App Store or Google Play Store 

2. Select our school from the list and start taking pic-

tures of your receipts - shop anywhere, buy anything! 

3. You can even select a grade to support and have 

fun with grade competitions! 

 

There’s no limit to how much money we can raise 

with Shoparoo - the more supporters, the more we 

will raise for our school. Schools with just 40 sup-

porters are earning an average of $1,000 every year. 

That’s free, easy money that we could be fundraising 

too. Check out shoparoo.com to learn more about 

this awesome app! 

Thank you for your support! 

St. Vincent Food Drive  

When you come for our home cooked sauerkraut and 

dumpling dinner, would you remember those who 

don’t have enough to eat by bringing canned/boxed 

food for the St. Vincent DePaul Society Food Shelf? 

Donations of cash are equally appreciated and will be 

matched by Catholic Financial Life. All donations will 

be gathered after Mass on the 27th of January and at 

the sauerkraut dinner itself . This event is sponsored by 

the Catholic Financial Life Youth Chapter #720. If you 

have any questions please contact Hali Soukup, CFL 

Youth Chapter President, at 507-359-9203. Thank you 

for sharing your blessings! 

Build Your Own Burger 

 

Saturday, February 2, 2019 

6-7:30pm 

St. Raphael Auditorium 

Springfield, MN 56087 

Delicious    HOMEMADE     Food ild 

$6.00  Plate includes: 

Burger or Hotdog, Beans,  

Potato Chips, Cupcake and Beverage 

Supporting our Catholic School 

http://www.shoparoo.com/
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Address, Phone, Membership Changes???? 

Please remember to update the office on any 

address, phone or membership changes for 

yourself or your children, especially if they 

have completed their post high school  

education. Thank you! 

AREA EVENTS 

The Church of the Japanese Martyrs, Leavenworth 

is having a Catholic United Financial Matching Grant 

Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, February 3rd, 2019 

serving from 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.  On the menu are 

pancakes, scrambled eggs, sausage, applesauce, coffee, 

chocolate milk and juice.  Cost is $7:00 for adults; 

$5.00 for ages 6-12; $1.50 for preschool.   

 

Church of St. Catherine, Redwood Falls Council of 

Catholic Women Hot Dish Supper, Thursday, February 

7 from 5:00-6:30pm. Everyone is welcome!  

 

United Methodist Church, Springfield  70th Annual 

Chow Mein Supper, Wednesday, February 13, 2019 

4:30-7:00pm.  Chicken Chow Mein, Noodles, Rice, 

Orange Rolls, Dessert and Beverages. 

  

Update 

 

Many people no longer have a land line phone number 

and we do not have a cell phone number to contact pa-

rishioners.  

Please share your cell phone number with us so we can 

keep communication up to date. 

 

Name                            

 

Cell Phone #                        

 

Turn in at the Parish Office or Sunday collection.   

Thank You. 

The phone number listed on our 2019 

Church Calendar for Marie’s Catering 

is incorrect.  The correct phone number 

to reach Marie Gervais is 507-227-

1355.  Please make note of this correc-

tion.  Thank you. 

The Saint Peter Choral Society will 

present a concert of the songs of  

Leonard Bernstein and  Rodgers & 

Hammerstein on Sunday, February 24th 

at 3:00 p.m. in the Springfield High 

School theater.  Tickets are $10 at the 

door, but may be purchased in advance for $8 at the 

Springfield Advance-Press, Springfield Market in 

Springfield and Randy’s Family Drug in Sleepy Eye 

as well as Swedish Kontur in St. Peter.  Students are 

admitted free of charge.  

The concert is hosted by the Springfield Community 

Theater.  The concert is directed by Annette Meeks 

and Sara McKay and accompanied by pianist Bonnie 

Jorgensen. Michael Jorgensen is the featured guest 

soloist.  


