
  

 

Baptism: Pre-baptism classes required- Contact Fr. Phil 

Marriage: All Catholics are to contact their pastoral leader at 

least 6 months before their wedding 

 Prayer Chain 723-6636, 723-5757, 723-5651, 723-5670 
 Good Neighbor Thrift Store 723-5778   

      20 E Central, Springfield, MN 

 Office of Catholic Charities  866-670-5163 

Church of St. Raphael & Area Office 
20 W Van Dusen Street ~ 507-723-4137 

Springfield MN 56087 

Email: straphael@newulmtel.net 
 

Church of St. Joseph 
400 W 2nd Ave, PO Box 458 ~ 507-752-7269 

Lamberton MN 56152 

& St. Thomas Oratory, Sanborn MN 

Email stjoseph@centurylink.net 
 

Pastor 

Fr. Phil Schotzko~ Office Phone: 723-4141 

phil.schotzko@newulmtel.net 
 

Deacon - Dcn. Barry Reindl 
 

Pastoral Associate 
Sister Shirley Steines 507-752-7269 

Parish Phone    507-752-7269 
CCW Prayer Chain– Sister Shirley Steines 
 

Parish Secretary 
Raquel Kieper & Marie Amsden 723-4137 

straphael@newulmtel.net 
 

Parish Bookkeeper 
Connie Vogel   723-4137, fax 723-5409 

cvogel@newulmtel.net 
 

Faith Formation/Youth Ministry 
Erin Hauth   723-4138 

straysfaithformation@gmail.com 
 

School Principal 
Beth Steffl  723-4136 

straysprincipal@newulmtel.net 
 

School Secretary  

Bev Krueger   723-4135 
straysschooloffice@newulmtel.net 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  

 Saturday 4:45pm at St. Raphael 

 Sunday 10:15am at St. Joseph  

Liturgies This Week 

Mon.    Jan 7 

 

No Mass 

1 John3:22-4:6; Matthew 4:12-17, 23-25 

Tues. 

 

Jan. 8 
 

No Mass 

1 John 4:7-10; Mark 6:34-44 

Wed.  Jan. 9 10:00am Word & Communion (SJLH) 

1 John 4:11-18; Mark 6:45-52 

Thurs. Jan. 10 8:00am Word & Communion (Sanb) 

1 John 4:19-5:4; Luke 4:14-22a 

Fri. 

 

Jan. 11 
 

8:30am Word & Communion (Spfd) 

1 John 5:5-13; Luke 5:12-16 

Sat. Jan. 12 

 

5:30pm Mass +Wallace Rohlik (Spfd) 

1 John 5:14-021; John 3:22-30 

Sun. 
 

Jan. 13 
 

8:30am Mass +Tiffany Lynn Sturm (Spfd)  

10:30am Mass -AFC (Lamb)  

Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11; Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7; 

Luke 3:15-16, 21-22 

Bulletin Deadline: Wednesday at 1:00pm 

 Mass Stipend $10.00 

Vine & Branches  
Area Faith Community 

www.vineandbranchesafc.org 
 

January 6, 2019 

The Epiphany Of The Lord 

I am the vine, you are 
the branches.  
Whoever remains in 
me and I in him will 
bear much fruit,  
because without me 
you can do nothing. 

John 15:5  

The Mission of the Vine & Branches Area Faith Community empowered by the Holy Spirit is to bear fruit that will 

last as Jesus commanded: by celebrating and proclaiming our Catholic faith as disciples of Jesus using our  

God-given gifts; by reaching out to and welcoming all people; and by centering our lives on the Eucharist,  

sacraments, scripture, service and the teaching of the Church. 

mailto:straphael@newulmtel.net
mailto:stjoseph@centurylink.net
mailto:cvogel@newulmtel.net
mailto:straphaelspringfield@gmail.com
http://www.vineandbranchesafc.org
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From Sister Shirley~ 

The Feast of the Epiphany is celebrated today, January 6th, with the arrival of the magi to Bethlehem seeking for the 

newborn king, Jesus. It is the manifestation of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles and eventually to everyone. As the magi were 

traveling to Bethlehem, following the star, and their search they encountered some obstacles, but they continued on the 

right path. What am I searching for in 2019?  Continue on the path that will lead you to the God of love and the Spirit 

that will energize you in your search. 
 

This Sunday we also celebrate Immigration Sunday here in Minnesota. This is the second year of this campaign with the 

theme, “Share the Journey.” You may wish to visit the MN Catholic Conference website for additional information. 

You may also want to pray the following prayer. 
 

 A Prayer for Our Country 

“We know, Lord, that you yourself are a migrant. You experienced the trials of the refugee, having fled as a child with, 

Joseph and Mary, to Egypt. We know your special love for those with no other possession but one another and you. 

Move our hearts, Lord, and the hearts of our leaders to love them as you do, to love them with your love, to be your love 

for migrants at the doorway of our country.” 
 

January is National Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention Month. January 11th is Human Trafficking Awareness 

Day (US). We pray for eradication of human trafficking in all its forms. May all victims be freed and come to know your 

healing and your justice. May all traffickers find and follow the path to repentance and conversion. 

Blessings of peace, hope and love for 2019.                            ~Sister Shirley 

From the Pastor ~   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                             

                                            ~Fr. Phil Schotzko 

 

 

Merry Christmas!  Yes, this greeting is still appropriate.  If fact, in various parts of the East, Epiphany is called 

 “Little Christmas”.  Maybe this is because the astrologers or Magi came from the East and this was their introduction to 

the Mystery of the Incarnation.  This Mystery says that God, or however you name the “higher power”, is not exclusively 

“up there”, “out there” or “beyond this world”, but rather is, right here and right now, present and enmeshed in all life. 

I have noticed that most revelations are a realization of the connection between persons and things that we had previously 

judged as separate or distinct. The connection between God and humanity is what Epiphany is all about.  Everything and 

everyone is connected in Love… who is God. The distinction between Jews and Gentiles, blacks and whites, foreigners 

and citizens is clearly insignificant as we see the Star of Revelation shine down on all indiscriminately. 

Science says that, at some level, we and all things can be summed up in one word, “energy”.  I resist being reduced to 

such a common denominator but it does lead us to “look again” and see how we truly are a part of the whole and the 

whole (and the Holy) is a part of us. 

As we start this New Year, perhaps we might ask for the vision to see beyond our tribal divisions and individualism to 

the “We”… the One nation, One faith, One God, One world, One universe, One family of human beings, and commit 

ourselves again to the Kingdom of God where all are One in LOVE. I was moved by Pastor Kirk Doering’s (United 

Methodist Church) quote of Howard Thurman: 

               “When the song of the angels is stilled, 

               When the star in the sky is gone, 

               When the kings and princes are home, 

               When the shepherds are back with their flocks, 

               The work of Christmas begins: 

                              to find the lost, 

                              to heal the broken, 

                              to feed the hungry, 

                              to release the prisoner, 

                              to rebuild the nations, 

                              to bring peace among the people, 

                              to make music in the heart.” 

May the Star that shone in Bethlehem warm your hearts for Love of All people. 

Blessings of Peace and Harmony be yours in this New Year. 
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~Church of St. Joseph~ 

Dolores Berg Pat Dauer Mary Arnoldi 

Kathleen Stillo Dean Kronbach Kay Weisbrich  

Dorothy Dietl Ken Benedict Carol Kretsch 

Shirley Simonson   

~Please also pray for those in Need ~   

Last Week’s Parish Revenue- 

St. Joseph 

Adult Envelopes  $2,748.34 

Student Envelopes $18.00 

Loose Plate $142.00 

Christmas $400.00 

Total Income  $3,308.34 

Coming Events 

St. Joseph- 

Contribution Budget July 1, 2018- June 30, 2019 

 Annual  Budget Budget to Date Received to Date 

Adults $60,500.00 $32,192.37 $39,453.19 

Student $900.00 $467.37 $405.70 

Loose Plate $4,200.00 $2,855.79 $2,959.22 

This week we remember these people in our prayers. 

            John Hofmann, and Mary & Shawn Holman 

Our Shepherd of the field:  

Msgr. Doug Grams 

Jan. 8 6:30am Bible Study 

Jan. 9  No Mass 

 6:45pm Faith Formation Classes 

Jan. 10 8:00am 
Word and Communion - St. 

Thomas/Discussion Group 

Jan. 13 10:30am Mass 

  Youth Pancake Breakfast 

Jan. 14 6:30pm 
Joint Area Administrative 

Council Meeting - St. Raphael 

January 13 2019 

  10:30am 

Servers Celia Vogel 

  Elizabeth Strock 

Lector Jeff Strock 

EMC Greg Wille 

  Sandy Wille 

  Jeanne Eykyn 

Gifts Mark and Jan Benedict 

Counters Joann French, Doreen Kronback 

Head Usher Mark Benedict 

  Jan Benedict 

  Greg Wille 

  Sandy Wille 

Videographer Candi VanMeveren 

You have noticed that we have a sign-up sheet for 

cleaning of our church. We encourage you to sign up 

for a week with your family or a friend. We all love 

to come to attend liturgy in a clean church, so please 

help by sharing your gift. Thanks.  

Pancake Breakfast 
Fundraiser presented by Youth Group of St. Joseph’s Church 

Serving 9:00am-12:00pm 

Sunday, January 13, 2019 

In the Church Hall, St. Joseph, Lamberton 

 

Adults $8.00, Children 12 and under $5.00, Under 3 are Free 

Menu 

All you can eat pancakes 

plus scrambled eggs, sausage links,  

juice and coffee 
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~Church of St. Raphael~ 

Check out Channel 8–Cablecast 

 St. Raphael Sunday Mass  

Every Tuesday at 5:00 pm & Friday at 6:00 pm. 

 The Future Depends on Love- Episode 8 

Every Tuesday at 11:00am & Thursday at 7:00pm.  

 

 

 

January  8 -12  50% off Bedding and Towels.    

Looking forward to celebrating our Anniversary Week the 

week of January 15-19.   

Check here and on our Facebook page for details. 

Prayer Corner 
Please remember in your prayers: 

 Our Shepherd of the Field: Fr. Bernard Steiner 

 Please pray for our parishioners this week~ 

Sun:    Chad & Annette Salonek Family 

Mon:   Jared Salonek Family 

Tues:     Kent & Mary Salonek Family 

Wed:     Rodney & Wendy Salonek Family 

Thurs:  Debra Salonek Family 

Fri:    Urban & Rose Salonek 

Sat:       Eulalia Schablin 
 

 Weekly Candle Intentions ($2.00 offering) 

·Special Intention   ·Special Intention VM 

·Special Intention YM   -Special Intention BEV 

Good Neighbor Thrift Store 
Save the Date 

Sparkle & Dine 2019 
Will be held Monday, February 11th, 2019  
at the Springfield Area Community Center. 
Check the Gathering Space for registration 

forms. 

Please remember in your prayers,  

Gordon Fromm, who died this past week.  His fu-

neral was Saturday morning.  We extend our pray-

ers and sympathy to his family and friends.   

NUDCCW Scholarship Program for 2018-2019 

has Applications Available in the Church Office.  

All applications must be received in our Parish Of-

fice  by February 21, 2019 in order for the applica-

tion to be signed and sent in to the main office by 

March 1, 2019.  

For more information and applications please contact 

the parish office. 

The Springfield Area Food Shelf will hold their Annual 

Meeting on January 14, 2019 at the Springfield American 

Legion club at 12:00pm-1:30pm.  Refreshments will be 

served.  Everyone is welcome.  Call Shari Koll if you 

have questions 723-6120 or 507-227-0386. 

CHRISTMAS Flower Memorials 2018~St. Raphael 

The following people have made donations in memory of their loved ones.  Please remember these  

people in your prayers.  Thanks to these donation, our church environment looked vibrant and festive! 

Donation made by: In Memory of: 

Jerry & LaVonne Hauth Eugene & Gladys, Dianora & Patrick Lang 

Gordan, Marlys, Marvin & Diane Hauth 

 In Honor Of: 

Jerry & LaVonne Hauth Dan Lang and Linda Lang 

St. Raphael Parish is looking for Rosary 

Leaders to join our Ministry Schedule.  If you 

are interested in volunteering, please contact 

the Parish Office at 723-4137. 

http://go.dynamiccatholic.com/XfF0FnH0S200O8pwb012Hr0
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~Church of St. Raphael~ 

Meetings and Activities 

Contribution Budget July 1, 2018- June 30, 2019 

 Annual  Budget Budget to Date Received to Date 

Adults $255,000.00 $132,403.95 $154,506.22 

Gr. 7-12 $750.00 $389.61 $15.00 

Pre K-6 $2000.00 $1,038.69 $832.04 

Last week’s Parish Revenue 

Adult Envelopes $20,835.00 

High School Gr. 7-12 $0.00 

Children through Gr. 6 $26.41 

Loose  Plate $714.00 

Solemnity of Mary $1,003.00 

Coffee Connection $22.00 

Votive Candles $36.50 

Christmas Flowers $160.00 

Kitchen Rent $420.00 

Christmas $1,435.00 

Diocesan United Fund $36.00 

Adopt-a-Student $20.00 

Good Neighbor Thrift Store $329.20 

Total Income $25,037.11 

Jan. 7 1:00pm Craft Ladies Meet 

 3:15pm-5:00pm Level 3 Atrium 

Jan. 9 3:30pm-4:45pm K-6 FF/ Level 2 Atrium 

 7:15pm-8:30pm FF grades 7-11 

Jan. 10 3:15-4:45pm Level 1 Atrium 

~Serving next Funeral will be Group G~ 

The 400 Club Winner this Week 

#382 Rachel Beckman $65.00 

#121 Tim Kuisle $65.00 

New serious illness? Landing on hard times? Chroni-

cally shut-in? Or maybe amidst a joy-

ous new occasion? 

If you know someone in these situa-

tions, someone who needs a bit of 

comfort and blessing in their life, grab 

a prayer shawl from the chair near the 

back of church. Shawls are blessed and 

have a miraculous metal attached to 

foster healing. Take as needed. 
 

Prayer shawls are crafted by the prayer shawl group, 

which also makes blankets for baptismal gifts. New 

learners are always welcome! 7:15pm the 2nd and 4th 

Monday of the month in the gathering space (note, no 

meeting December 24th). Supplies for this ministry are 

donated by Council of Catholic Women (CCW).  

January 12 & 13, 2019 

  5:30pm 8:30am 

Servers Paytin Johnson Noah Riederer 

  Jaden Walter Abbey Rasset 

  Alexis Walter Paul Goedtke 

Lector Max Meine Isaac Rasset 

EMC Max Meine Jill Riederer 

  John Ryan Dcn. Barry Reindl 

 Volunteer Amy Vogel 

Accompanist Sharon Pieschel Kathleen Goedtke 

Song Leader TBD David Goedtke 

Rosary Julie Lassegard Volunteer 

Head Usher George Tauer JD Davidson 

  Steve Meine Pat Vogel 

  David Roiger Curtis Tauer 

 Volunteer Sylvan Tauer 

Communion SJLH Karen Brandl & Lisa Zihlke 

Videographer Miranda Groebner 

Deadline for 2018 Contributions is Monday,  

January 7, 2019.  This is also the last day to  

post-date a contribution for the 2018 tax year.   
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~Faith Formation &Youth Ministry~  

Happy New Year! 
 

Unlike most Americans, I always associate August with being my “new year” or “fresh start”.  I suppose this is true 

because I have either been going to school or have taught school since I was five years old. This year I am doing both! 

A new calendar year though, makes me take the time to reflect on what has been accomplished so far this school year 

and what is yet to come! This weeks’ message will focus on what is to come in the month of January for St. Raphael 

School.  
 

I want to give a special thanks to Sharon Pieschel, Dotty DeLambert and Nancy Vogel who have recently started read-

ing with some of our 3rd and 4th grade students during the school day! Your help is so very much appreciated. Our stu-

dents love reading with you and are doing great with the extra practice! Thank you!  
 

Classes resumed on Wednesday, January 2nd. The crazy flurry of activity from Advent and Christmas was gone and the 

students, staff and teachers have settled back into a normal routine of classes and daily activities. Next week we will 

have a visit from some of the Seminarians of our New Ulm Diocese. We pray for them weekly during our morning 

prayer and announcement time and so it will be fun for us all to put faces to the names that we have been praying 

for!  They plan to briefly tour the school, speak with teachers and students and answer some questions about life in the 

seminary if their schedule allows.  
 

From January 14th-25th, our students will take their session of online NWEA tests. In September we took baseline tests 

and I am eager to see the growth that has occurred for each student since September! Test scores will be sent home 

with students shortly after all the tests have been administered. The final testing session will take place in April.  I look 

forward to using our test data to help students succeed and also to guide our schools’ curriculum. 
 

On January 17th, the students and teachers will make a trip to Minneapolis Children’s Theater Company to see Mr. 

Popper’s Penguins. The tickets were paid for by a generous donor and the bussing will be paid for through monies do-

nated previously  by our local American Legion and Sons of the American Legion. Our students are so excited to take 

this trip and see this professional theater production. Thank you so much to our very generous donors. It is because of 

your generosity that our students will get to have this fun experience! 

 

January 28th begins Catholic Schools Week. This is always such a fun and celebratory time for our staff, students, 

teachers and parents. We take the whole week to reflect on what a blessing our school is. We do this through a week of 

dress up days, special activities that give us an opportunity to have fun and bond together. This year we will end the 

week with a weekend mass led by St. Raphael School students. They will song lead, usher, bring up the gifts, do the 

readings and petitions.   
 

Blessings,               

Mrs. Beth Steffl, principal 

~St. Raphael School~  

Donations Needed! 
We are still looking for donations for a projector we’re planning on mounting to the ceiling in the church 

basement to use for our high school Faith Formation.  Along with a new projector, this project also      

includes purchasing a screen, speakers, and other accessories. This project is estimated to cost over $1,500 

when it is finished. Any donation amount is appreciated!  Once enough donations are received to cover 

the costs, we can start and finish the project!  

Due to some transportation issues of not knowing whether we could take a coach bus to the work sites for the Ohio 

camp, we have changed the location of our camp to Kansas City, KS. This camp will take place July 7-13th.  This 

is a more advanced and mature camp only open to those going into 9th grade the fall of 2019 and older. We will plan 

on driving the 6.5 hours to KS instead of taking a coach bus. Only 24 spots have been reserved and we only have 7 

more spots open to those who are still interested in signing up. The cost is $385 and spots will be given in the order 

the registration forms are received. Forms can be found online or in the Gathering Space. 
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~Upcoming Area Events~ 

 

St Raphael School will be selling rolls 

after Masses Sunday, January 27th, Sun-

day February 24th, Sunday March 24th, 

Saturday, April 27th. 

Look Ahead for Faith Formation: 

 Reconciliation Learning Centers January 15, 2019~ 

starting at 3pm 

 First Reconciliation, January 22, 2019 at 6:30pm 

 First Communion Parent Meeting, January 23, 2019 at 

6:30pm 

Beef or Turkey Commercial Supper at St. An-

drew’s Catholic Church in Fairfax on Wednesday, 

January 16, 2019 from 4:30pm-7:00pm. 

 

This is a Catholic United Financial Matching 

Grant event. 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
“Yet, O LORD, you are our father; 

we are the clay and you the potter; 

we are all the work of your hands.” 

As we begin the waiting of advent, 

let us strive to become the work of 

his hands by attending a Worldwide 

Marriage Encounter Weekend. The 

next Weekends are Feb 8-10, 2019 in Windom, MN and 

Apr 26-28, 2019 in HUTCHINSON, MN. For more in-

formation, call Miki Schultz at 507-227-8229 or visit 

them at southmnwwme.org. 

The Church of the Japanese Martyrs 

in Leavenworth is having a Catholic 

United Financial Matching Grant Pan-

cake Breakfast on Sunday, January 6th, 

2019 serving from 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.  On the 

menu are pancakes, scrambled eggs, sausage, ap-

plesauce, coffee, chocolate milk and juice.  Cost is 

$7:00 for adults; $5.00 for ages 6-12; $1.50 for 

Free money for our school? Yes, 

please!  Download the Shoparoo app 

on your smartphone or iPad and sign 

up for an account! Make sure you 

select St. Raphael School as your 

designated school.  Anytime you do 

any shopping anywhere, snap a photo of the receipt 

on the app and submit it. We received a $55.62 

check from Shoparoo this fall from the handful of 

families (only 7) that are participating. Imagine how 

much money we could raise if all our school sup-

porters participated? Where does the money come 

from you ask? The founders at Shoparoo are part-

nered with major consumer brands that pay for mar-

ket research.  When you use Shoparoo, your receipt 

data remains anonymous but collects information for 

important market research. 

 Senior Visitation Ministry 
Are you a member of St. Raphael's Parish and wish to 

feel more connected with the church members around 

you? St. Raphael's has started a new ministry where 

members of our Parish will visit you at your home and be 

a friend to help you feel more connected and involved in 

the church community! If you are interested in being vis-

ited, please call Dotty deLambert at 507-491-6571 or 

Erin Hauth at 723-4138.  If you are a parishioner interest-

ed in being involved in this ministry, call the numbers 

above or email Dotty at varmland42@yahoo.com. 

Save the Date: 

St. Raphael School  

6th Annual Cadillac  

Dinner will be  

Saturday, March 9, 2019 

mailto:varmland42@yahoo.com
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Did you know we have an Electronic Contribution 

Form you fill out and turn into the Parish Office if you 

would like to schedule regular withdrawals from your 

account.  This may be cancelled at anytime by you.  

They can be found at the church entrances or printed 

off from our website at:  

https://www.vineandbranchesafc.org/stewardship-1/ 

Please check appropriate box (es) and return in the weekend 

collection 

 

 St Joseph  Lamberton         St Raphael Springfield 

 

new in parish                    moving out of parish 

new address                           new phone number 

new/change of email           would like visiting 

 

Name:________________________________________________ 

Address:______________________________________________

   

City: ________________________ Zip: ____________________ 

Email:________________________________________________ 

Phone: __________________Cell phone: ____________________ 

11 Days Alpine Europe Pilgrimage includ-

ing “The Passion Play of Oberammergau.” 

Come along May 18-28, 2020, to take in a 

spiritual event that happens only every ten 

years,  

“The Passion Play of Oberammergau”.  This 

international event has been taking place for 

over 400 years in Germany!  This will all be 

part of a pilgrimage taking in three Alpine 

countries, Southern Germany, Austria and 

Switzerland.  These are three of the most 

beautiful countries in all of Europe, and we’ll 

visit great sites such as Heidelberg, the Rhine 

Valley, Lucerne, Salzburg, Munich and so 

much more!  We will have Mass each day in 

great Churches and Cathedrals along the way.  

Cost is $4,499 with departure from Omaha.  

For a brochure and more information, contact 

Fr. Dan Guenther, St. Mary’s Parish, 311 – 

4th St. N., Humboldt, Iowa 50548 or call 712-

899-6870 or email frdanguenther@gmail.com  

 

The Columbarium was set in place in June.  The Ceme-

tery Committee welcomes you to drive out to check it 

out! 

Niches can be purchased by calling  

 Bob Sturm 723-5086 or 507-227-9358 

 Duane Roiger, Chair  

507-723-8826 

 Ken Koll, Sec/Treas. 

507-227-0385 

http://www.vineandbranchesafc.org/stewardship-1/
mailto:frdanguenther@gmail.com

