
 

 

Vine & Branches 
Area Faith Community 

www.vineandbranchesafc.org 

 

January 7, 2018 
Epiphany of the Lord 

St. Joseph, Lamberton 
St. Raphael, Springfield 

Bulletin Deadline: Wednesday at 1:00pm 

 Mass Stipend $10.00 

 Prayer Chain 723-6636, 723-5757, 723-5651, 723-5670 

 Good Neighbor Thrift Store 723-5778   

      20 E Central, Springfield, MN 

 Office of Catholic Charities  866-670-5163 

Church of St. Joseph 
PO Box 458 

Lamberton MN 56152 

& St. Thomas Oratory, Sanborn MN 
 

Email stjoseph@centurylink.net 

 

Pastoral Associate 

 

Sister Shirley Steines 507-752-7269 

 

Parish Phone    507-752-7269 
 

CCW Prayer Chain– Sister Shirley Steines 
 

Church of St. Raphael And Area Office 
20 W Van Dusen Street ~ 507-723-4137 

Springfield MN 56087 

Email: straphael@newulmtel.net 
 

Pastor 
Fr. Phil Schotzko~ Office Phone: 723-4141 

phil.schotzko@newulmtel.net 
 

 

Faith Formation/Youth Ministry 
Erin Hauth   723-4138 

straysfaithformation@gmail.com 

Parish Secretary 
Marie Amsden  &  Mary Beth Hoffmann  723-4137 

mamsden@newulmtel.net & mbfh66@gmail.com 

Parish Bookkeeper 
Connie Vogel   723-4137, fax 723-5409 

cvogel@newulmtel.net 

School Principal 
Jennifer Fischer  723-4136 

straysprincipal@newulmtel.net 

School Secretary  

Bev Krueger   723-4135 
straysschooloffice@newulmtel.net 

The Mission of the Vine & Branches Area Faith Community  

empowered by the Holy Spirit is to bear fruit that will last as Jesus commanded:  

by celebrating and proclaiming our Catholic faith as disciples of Jesus using our God-given gifts;  

by reaching out to and welcoming all people; and by centering our lives on the Eucharist,  

sacraments, scripture, service and the teaching of the Church. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  

 Saturday 4:45pm at St. Raphael 

 Sunday 10:15am at St. Joseph  

Baptism: Pre-baptism classes required- Contact Fr. Phil 

Marriage: All Catholics are to contact their pastoral leader at 

least 6 months before their wedding 

Liturgies This Week 

Mon.    Jan. 8 No Mass  (Spfd) 

Isaiah 55:1-11; Mark 1:7-11 

Tues. 

 

Jan. 9 8:30am Mass +  Ernest Vogel (Spfd) 

1 Samuel 1:9-20; Mark 1:21-28 

Wed.  Jan. 10 

 

8:00am (Lamb) 

10:00am Mass + Edward Tauer (SJLH) 

1 Samuel 3:1-10, 19-20; Mark 1:29-39 

Thurs. Jan. 11 

 

8:00am Mass  (Sanb) 

1 Samuel 4:1-11; Mark 1:40-45 

Fri. 

 

Jan. 12 

 

8:30am Mass -Special Intention (Spfd) 

1 Samuel 8:4-7-22a; Mark 2:1-12 

Sat. Jan. 13 5:30pm  Mass +Marjorie Roiger (Spfd) 

1 Samuel 9:1-4, 17-19;10:1; Mark 2:13-17 

Sun. 
 

Jan. 14 
 

8:30am  Mass - AFC (Spfd) 

10:30am  Mass  +Kenneth Hagert (Lamb) 

1 Samuel 3:3b-10, 19; 1 Corinthians 6:13c-15a, 

17-20; John 1:35-42 

http://www.straphaelmn.org
mailto:stjoseph@centurylink.net
mailto:straphael@newulmtel.net
mailto:straphaelspringfield@gmail.com
mailto:cvogel@newulmtel.net
mailto:cvogel@newulmtel.net


 

 

From the Pastor   

In early January (the door to the New Year) we seek energy, direction (and warmth) for the New Year.  Yes, 

2018 has opened her door and we have to walk through as we are. 
 

The Feast of the Epiphany is here. This is when we celebrate the Light that shines on our world, our 

lives.  God comes as Light to dispel the darkness and cold.  We pray that Christ’s guiding light will direct 

our way and our decisions throughout 2018. Whether we have New Year’s Resolutions or not is not as im-

portant as remembering that Christ came to us as we are in our imperfection, yes, even in our sin and de-

clared us worthy and “enough”! The Divine glow shines both from above and from within. 
 

One of the staff gave me a reflection she found in the Newsletter of “The Pines Senior and Assisted Living” 

in Richfield. The director Kathy Risser writes this: 
 

“Maybe this year you tell yourself that you are enough.  That what you have is enough.  That your are do-

ing your best and that is enough.  Radical thought… Believe that everyone around you is also doing their 

best!  How about instead of working on ourselves we work on looking outward.  We look at our friends, 

family, coworkers and neighbors, instead if judging them; we put ourselves in their shoes and remember 

that you only see a snapshot, not the whole picture.  What if we lived from a place of kindness and ac-

ceptance?  What if we lived in the moment and stopped worrying about tomorrow or regretting yesterday?   
 

Here are some practical ways to stay in the moment.  Count your blessings.  It’s hard to complain about 

what you don’t have when you realize how much you do have.  Use your senses. Literally smell the roses!  

Look someone in the eye when you are talking and really listen to what they are saying.  Watch small 

children and their joy in the small things.  They are not worried about tomorrow or upset about yesterday. 
 

Live in the moment, enjoy each day, be kind to each other and remember that you are enough, just the 

way you are.” 

 

I can’t say it better than that.  Have a very blessed New Year, 

Fr. Phil Schotzko 

From Sister Shirley 

Sunday, January 7th we celebrate the beautiful Feast of the Epiphany, the coming of the magi to Bethlehem 

and the manifestation of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles and eventually to everyone. The magi were searching for 

the newborn king and following the star. They kept searching even though there were obstacles. They kept 

focused until they found the newborn king. What am I searching for as I begin 2018?  Keep searching until 

you follow the God you love, the Spirit that energizes you. 

This Sunday we also celebrate Immigration Sunday here in Minnesota. The theme this year is “Share the 

Journey.” You may wish to visit the USCCB website or the MN Catholic Conference website for additional 

information. You may also wish to pray the following prayer by Bishop Mark Seitz, Bishop of El Paso. 

  A Prayer for Our Country 

   “We know, Lord, that you yourself are a migrant. You experienced the trials of the refugee, having fled as a 

child with your parents, Joseph and Mary, to Egypt. We know your special love for those with no other pos-

session but one another and you. 

Move our hearts, Lord, and the hearts of our leaders to love them as you do, to love them with your love, to be 

your love for migrants at the doorway of our country.” 
 

The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord is this Monday, January 8th and will complete the Christmas Season and 

we will move to Ordinary Time. We are very grateful to everyone who assisted in decorating the church in-

side and outside and for setting up the outside crib for the Christmas Season. Special thanks to Ken Arnoldi 

for creating the stable in front of the altar. God bless you for sharing your time, talent, presence, contributions 

and participation in the liturgies during this rich beautiful Christmas Season. Blessings of God’s love, hope, 

peace and joy as we welcome the Ordinary Church Season.  

Sister  Shirley  



 

 

~Church of St. Joseph~ 

Dolores Berg Steve Prokosch Pat Dauer 

Kathleen Stillo Kay Weisbrich Millie Bellig 

Ken Arnoldi Mary Arnoldi Gwendola Till 

~Please also pray for those in Need ~                          

December 31, 2017 

Adult Envelopes  790.00 

Student Envelopes 13.00 

Loose Plate 87.00 

Christmas 100.00 

Solemnity of Mary 25.00 

Total Income  $1,015.00 

Coming Events 

Ushers Mark & Jan Benedict, Darrell Graff, Vern 

Hillesheim,  

Lector Cathy Graff 

Gifts Jeff Strock Family 

EMC Gordy Wille, Emily Scheffler,                

Kathy Valentin 

Servers Maia Scheffler, Elizabeth Strock 

Counters Cathy Graff, Katy Wille 

Video Charly Furth 

St. Joseph- 

Contribution Budget July 1, 2017- June 30, 2018 

 Annual  Budget Budget to Date Received to Date 

Adults $60,500.00 $31,413.69 $34,158.61 

Student $900.00 $467.37 $394.70 

Loose Plate $4,200.00 $2,180.79 $3,907.75 

This week we remember these people in our prayers. 

Mary & Shawn Holman and Betsy & Larry Hubert 

Our Shepherd of the field: Msgr. John Richter 

Jan. 7 10:30am Mass- Immigration Sunday 

Jan. 9 6:30am Bible Study 

Jan. 10 8:00am Mass  

 6:45pm Faith Formation Classes 

Jan. 11 8:00am Mass at St. Thomas 

Jan. 14 10:30am Mass 

Ministry Schedule Sunday,  Jan. 14, 2017 

Pope Francis’ 10 New Year Resolutions For You 
These are the ten things that Pope Francis called upon Vatican employees to do: 
 

1. “Take care of your spiritual life, your relationship with God, because this is the backbone of everything we do and 

everything we are.” 

2. “Take care of your family life, giving your children and loved ones not just money, but most of all your time, at-

tention and love.” 

3. “Take care of your relationships with others, transforming your faith into life and your words into good works, 

especially on behalf of the needy.” 

4. “Be careful how you speak, purify your tongue of offensive words, vulgarity and worldly decadence.” 

5. “Heal wounds of the heart with the oil of forgiveness, forgiving those who have hurt us and medicating the 

wounds we have caused others.” 

6.  “Look after your work, doing it with enthusiasm, humility, competence, passion, and with a spirit that knows how 

to thank the Lord.” 

7. “Be careful of envy, lust, hatred and negative feelings that devour our interior peace and transform us into de-

stroyed and destructive people.” 

8. “Watch out for anger that can lead to vengeance, for laziness that leads us to existential euthanasia, for pointing 

the finger at others which leads to pride, and for complaining continually, which leads to desperation.” 

9. “Take care of brothers and sisters who are weaker… the elderly, the sick, the hungry, the homeless and strangers, 

because we will be judged on this.” 

10. Make sure your Christmas is about Jesus and not about shopping.” (This one is already finished for 2017). 



 

 

~Church of St. Raphael~ 

Check out Channel 8 –Cablecast 

 St. Raphael Sunday Mass  

Every Tuesday at 5:00 pm & Friday at 6:00 pm. 

 How to Pray: Forgiveness, Episode 7 

Every Tuesday at 11:00am & Thursday at 7:00pm.  

Good Neighbor Thrift Store 
 

January 9-13   Anniversary Celebration.    

50% off Clothing all week.  

Friday January 12  50% off Storewide 

 Prizes and Refreshments.       

Prayer Corner 
Please remember in your prayers: 

 Our Shepherd of the Field: Rev. Anthony Hesse 

 Please pray for our parishioners this week~ 

Sun:    Kelvin & Char Bast 

Mon:    Laura Lee Bast 

Tues:    Sara & Kurt Bast Family 

Wed:    Charles & Cheryl Baumann 

Thurs:  Curt & Roxane Baumann  

Fri:     Dennis & Karen Baumann 

Sat:      Kristen Baumann Family 

 Weekly Candle Intentions ($2.00 offering) 

·Special Intention 

Mark Your Calendars….. 

2nd Annual “Sparkle and Dine Event” 

Feb. 12, 2018 Community Center 
Enjoy Beautiful Theme Tables, Good Meal & 

Community with other Women 

Speaker: Beth Crosby from KJLY Christian Radio. 

Think about hosting and decorating a table for 8. 

Proceeds will go to Southern Minnesota Crisis Nursery,  

located in New Ulm. 

If you are interested in becoming a Lector or Eucharis-

tic Minister or Usher for church please contact the par-

ish office at 507-723-4137 or straphael@newulmtel.net.  

We  will have training sessions for  these ministries in 

January. 

Joseph’s Voice  
 

 St. Joseph was a man who followed the will of God 

but did not need to be recognized.  There is no record 

of Joseph saying anything in the bible, but what a great 

man he was!  He did not need recognition on earth in 

order to do great things for God.  He humbly followed 

God’s guidance, whether from an angel, a dream, or 

God himself- even when his betrothed got pregnant out 

of wedlock and by earthly standards he should have 

had her stoned. 

 St. Joseph was the foster father of Jesus and raised 

him as his own son, and yet we do not often hear about 

him in Christian life.  He must have taught Jesus the 

Scriptures, how to be a man, and how to work with his 

hands.  God humbled himself and became man, a crea-

ture less than himself, subject to the care of other hu-

mans.  Jesus allowed himself to be raised  by parents 

just like the rest of us.  He lived the first thirty years of 

his life under the radar, just like his earthly father.  Jo-

seph cared for and protected his wife and the son God 

had entrusted to him.  He had much he could have 

boasted about, but he kept his mouth shut and lived 

with a humble heart.  Joseph was one of the best lead-

ers who ever lived, and it wasn’t because he told every-

one what to do.  He was an example of true leadership:  

He was humble enough to learn from others, and he 

didn’t need to be in the limelight in order to lead oth-

ers; his character spoke for itself. 

By Justin Fatica 

You’re Amazing 

Did you know we have an Electronic Contribution 

Form you fill out and turn into the Parish Office if 

you would like to schedule regular withdrawals from 

your account.  This may be cancelled at anytime by 

you.  They can be found at the church entrances or 

printed off from our website at:  

https://www.vineandbranchesafc.org/stewardship/ 

mailto:straphael@newulmtel.net
http://www.vineandbranchesafc.org/stewardship


 

 

~Church of St. Raphael~ 

Meetings and Activities 

Contribution Budget July 1, 2017- June 30, 2018 

 Annual  Budget Budget to Date Received to Date 

Adults $255,000.00 $132,403.95 $150,153.09 

Gr. 7-12 $1000.00 $519.21 $167.00 

Pre K-6 $2000.00 $1038.69 $916.72 

The 400 Club Winners this Week 

#303 Dan Barber $65.00 

#7 Lynn & Jeanne Strate $65.00 

Last week’s Parish Revenue 

Adult Envelopes 10,626.00 

High School Gr. 7-12 -0- 

Children through Gr. 6 75.50 

Loose  Plate 224.00 

Christmas 1,405.00 

DUF 6.00 

Adopt a Student 110.00 

Solemnity of Mary 823.00 

Parish Memorial 10.00 

Capital Improvement 6,000.00 

Fuel & Heat 15.00 

Tuition 3,126.00 

Outside School Tuition 3,796.00 

School Memorial 5,000.00 

Berg Memorial Trust 7,068.78 

Candles 50.00 

Kitchen Rent 1,056.00 

Good Neighbor Thrift Store 405.93 

Total Income $39,797.21 

Jan. 8 3:30-5:00pm Level 3 Atrium 

 7:00pm Prayer Shawl Group 

Jan. 9 3:30-5:00pm Reconciliation Retreat 

Jan. 10 3:30-4:45pm K-6 FF/Level 2 Atrium 

 7:15-8:30pm 7-11th FF 

Jan. 11 3:30-4:45pm Level 1 Atrium 

Jan. 15 3:30-5:00pm NO Level 3 Atrium 

Jan. 16 3:30-7:30pm 
Reconciliation Learning Sta-

tions 

Jan. 17 3:30-4:45pm K-6 FF/Level 2 Atrium 

 7:15-8:30pm 7-11th FF 

Serving next Funeral will be Group I 

Church of the Japanese Martyrs  

of Leavenworth  

Catholic United Financial Matching 

Grant Pancake Breakfast, Sunday, Jan-

uary 7, 2018 at 9:00am to noon in the church hall 

Pancakes, scrambled eggs, sausage,           

applesauce, coffee, juice & milk 
$7.00 for adults, $5.00 ages 6-12, $1.50 Preschool.   

Everyone is Welcome! 

January 13 & 14, 2018 

  5:30pm 8:30am 

Servers Noah Riederer Rachel Beadell 

  Kaylee Hillesheim Regan Beadell 

  Volunteer Anna Reiner 

Lector John Ryan John Fank 

EMC John Ryan John Fank 

  Dale Lindmeier Alice Fasnacht 

 Jill Riederer Elizabeth Mohr 

Accompanist Julie Prechel Sharon Pieschel 

Song Leader Julie Prechel TBD 

Rosary Donna Ebnet Hilary Mohr 

Head Usher *Rich Dauer *Mike Reiner 

  Keith Riederer Gene Veerkamp 

  Dale Lindmeier Tim Kuisle 

  Volunteer Karla Kuisle 

Communion SJLH Karen Brandl & Lisa Zihlke 

Videographer Andi Hoffmann 



 

 

~Faith Formation &Youth Ministry~  

~St. Raphael School~ 

St. Raphael School is looking for an enthusiastic candidate for the position of  Assistant Cook.  This position is 

temporary. 

How to apply: St. Raphael School in Springfield, MN will be accepting applications for a part time (3-4 hours a 

day) assistant cook position.  Interested applicants can fax, email, or send a resume to:  Mrs. Jennifer Fischer, Prin-

cipal, 20 West Van Dusen, Springfield, MN 56087; Fax: 507-723-5409, email: straysprincipal@newulmtel.net 

 

Tuesday, January 16
th 

3:30-7:30pm: First Reconcilia-

tion Stations in the church basement. 

This is a mandatory come and go activity for our First 

Reconciliation students to complete with one or both of 

their parents. This activity will take about 1 hour.  
 

Sunday, January 21st at 4pm in the Gathering Space- 

Catholic Heart Work Camp meeting for youth and their 

parents.  
 

Sunday, January 21st at 5pm: 7-12 Youth Group led 

by Erin Hauth and Jeff Strock in the Gather-

ing Space. It’ll be about an hour long with 

games and free pizza. Kids of all denomina-

tions are welcome! 
 

Tuesday, January 23rd 6pm: First Reconciliation Ser-

vice in the church. 

Parents will be asked to receive the Sacrament as well. 
 

Wednesday, January 24th 6:30pm: First Communion 

Parent Meeting 

January 28th through February 3rd  is the dates for this year’s Catholic Schools Week.  Catholic 

Schools: Learn. Serve. Lead. Succeed.  is this year’s theme.  We have a very strong school 

community that is deeply rooted in faith and is committed to passing that faith along to all we 

encounter.  Of course we provide an exceptional knowledge base for each of our students.  

Along with this we try to teach  them the importance of service to others through community 

projects like food shelf collection, singing at St. Johns Circle of Care, and planning Masses just to name a few. 

 We have each student be directly involved in our school Mass several times throughout the year.  Each week a dif-

ferent grade is assigned to plan the Mass.  With the guidance of the classroom teacher, the children write the opening 

and closing statements.  They also create Prayers of the Faithful – taking care to include the intention of that day’s 

Mass.  Songs are chosen to highlight the theme of the Mass.  After all this, the students practice the readings, psalm 

responses, acclamations and walk through the different roles that they have for the upcoming Mass.  They actually 

go over to church and do a dry run through of the Mass.  If you have ever done any public speaking you know that 

this is not always an easy thing to do and practice is very important. 

 By doing all of this, our students gain an understanding of the different parts of the Mass and how they flow from 

one part to the next.  The children also have an appreciation of how special it is to be able to plan for others to expe-

rience the Word and presence of the Lord in the Mass.  What a marvelous faith filled activity!  Please join us during 

our weekly school Masses on Fridays at 8:30 a.m.  All are welcome! 

 In the coming weeks you will hear more about Catholic Schools Week activities.  We hope that you will join us for 

as many activities as you can.  


