
 

 

Vine & Branches 
Area Faith Community 

www.vineandbranchesafc.org 

 

July 2, 2017 
13th Sunday In Ordinary Time 

St. Joseph, Lamberton 
St. Raphael, Springfield 

Bulletin Deadline: Wednesday at 1:00pm 

 Mass Stipend $10.00 

 Prayer Chain 723-6636, 723-5757, 723-5651, 723-5670 

 Good Neighbor Thrift Store 723-5778   

      20 E Central, Springfield, MN 

 Office of Catholic Charities  866-670-5163 

Church of St. Joseph 
PO Box 458 

Lamberton MN 56152 

& St. Thomas Oratory, Sanborn MN 
 

Email stjoseph@centurylink.net 

 

Pastoral Associate 

 

Sister Shirley Steines 507-752-7269 

 

Parish Phone    507-752-7269 
 

CCW Prayer Chain– Sister Shirley Steines 
 

Church of St. Raphael And Area Office 
20 W Van Dusen Street ~ 507-723-4137 

Springfield MN 56087 

Email: straphael@newulmtel.net 
 

Pastor 
Fr. Phil Schotzko~ Office Phone: 723-4141 

phil.schotzko@newulmtel.net 
 

 

Faith Formation/Youth Ministry 
Katie Prokosch 723-4138 

straysfaithformation@gmail.com 

Parish Secretary 
Marie Amsden  &  Mary Beth Hoffmann  723-4137 

mamsden@newulmtel.net & mbfh66@gmail.com 

Parish Bookkeeper 
Connie Vogel  723-4137, fax 723-5409 

cvogel@newulmtel.net 

School Principal 
Jennifer Fischer 723-4136 

straysprincipal@newulmtel.net 

School Secretary  
Bev Krueger   723-4135 
straysschooloffice@newulmtel.net 

The Mission of the Vine & Branches Area Faith Community  

empowered by the Holy Spirit is to bear fruit that will last as Jesus commanded:  

by celebrating and proclaiming our Catholic faith as disciples of Jesus using our God-given gifts;  

by reaching out to and welcoming all people; and by centering our lives on the Eucharist,  

sacraments, scripture, service and the teaching of the Church. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  

 Saturday 4:45pm at St. Raphael 

 Sunday 10:15am at St. Joseph  

Baptism: Pre-baptism classes required. 

Marriage: All Catholics are to contact their pastoral leader at 

least 6 months before their wedding 

Liturgies This Week 

Mon.    July 3 No Mass 

Ephesians 2:19-22; John 20:24-29 

Tues. July 4 No Mass 

Genesis 19:15-29; Matthew 8:23-27 

Wed. July 5 10:00am Mass + Leonard Roiger (SJLH) 

1:30pm Mass + (LNH)  

Genesis 21:5, 8-20a; Matthew 8:28-34 

Thurs. July 6 8:00am  Mass (Sanb) 

8:30am Mass + Marvin Roiger (Spfd)   
Genesis 22:1b-19; Matthew 9:1-8  

Fri. July 7 8:30am  Mass +  Felix & Hilda Hillesheim 

(Spfd) 

Genesis 23:1-4,19; 24:1-8,62-67;               

Matthew 9:9-13 

Sat. July 8 5:30pm  Mass—Dorothy Nachreiner (Spfd) 

Genesis 27:1-5, 15-29; Matthew 9:14-17  

Sun. July 9 8:30am  Mass + Marjorie Roiger (Spfd) 

10:30am  Mass - AFC (Lamb) 

Zechariah 9:9-10; Romans 8:9, 11-13;       

Matthew 11:25-30                          

http://www.straphaelmn.org
mailto:stjoseph@centurylink.net
mailto:straphael@newulmtel.net
mailto:straphaelspringfield@gmail.com
mailto:cvogel@newulmtel.net
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From the Pastor  

It has been a long time since I have taken the 4th of July Weekend “off”.  Actually, I can never  be completely discon-

nected from being a priest because that is who I am.  I cannot leave myself.  Likewise, when someone tells me  they “left 

the Church”, I don’t always say it out loud but I often think, “How can you leave the church when you are the 

Church?”  Once baptized we take “church” with us where ever we go,… even when we don’t go to the church building. 

After that little tangent, I want to tell you what I am doing over this weekend.  Many of my family members, are gather-

ing at the rectory, campground and hotel in Springfield to be together as family. There may be 80 of us. Some families 

do this very often and are bound together in a special way because of it.  We, Schotzko’ s  have often  let the events, like 

graduations, weddings, or funerals do the organizing and inviting. This time it is an intentional calling together of all the 

decedents of Leo and Marie Schotzko to just be together and enjoy one another’s company. The oldest siblings are get-

ting on in age and the herd can be thinned at any time. There will be food (of course), games, campfires and songs, sto-

ries to be retold and lives to be mingled in a new way. 

I will have a Mass in the park/campground for my family and, no doubt, we will reflect on the many gifts we have been 

given as a family in this town, in this country, in this world at this particular time in history. The 4th of July brings to 

mind the blessings of being born in America and able to enjoy what it has to offer.  Freedom of worship is one of the 

first things that comes to mind, and, in spite of the frustrations and anger of many citizens these days, I can say from my 

experience of many cultures and nations, America is an amazing and blessed place to live.  

Just last week I stopped by a courthouse to renew my driver’s license.  I was in an out in 15 minutes.  I did not have to 

bribe anyone to get it done in such a timely manner nor did it cost me a ridiculous fee.  I thanked the office staff stating 

that in other countries I have lived in or visited, the transaction just accomplished may have taken all afternoon and may 

have involved coming back another day and greasing that way with a few extra bills. 

The United States is also a country where the law applies more equally to all citizens no matter their position, wealth, 

race or class. I know this also from the experience of recently hurrying to an appointment (even if it was at a golf course) 

and being given a ticket.  Appropriately so, my collar did not make a difference.  I say “more equally” meaning more 

than many other countries. I am quite  aware that even in our country we have a long way to go for all to be treated per-

fectly equal under the law. So I also thanked the officer for doing his job to help keep our roads more safe.  

The rest of the weekend I will be around doing a little canoeing, watching fireworks and, as always, on call for the “final 

call” ministry that knows no holiday.  Here especially, we all come to the awareness that God shows no partiali-

ty.  Death will have its way without exception for each of us.  When that time comes may we have the freedom to hum-

bly choose to hand ourselves over into the embrace of the Ultimate Liberator.  Amen 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              ~Father Phil Schotzko 

From Sister Shirley: 

Happy 4th of July! 
As we celebrate the 241st anniversary of our freedom as America let us continue to appreciate the many freedoms we 

have as American citizens. Let us continue to be grateful people and open to welcoming others to join us. Please pray 

for all those who are responsible in protecting us.  

 

We welcome Father Anil from the North American La Salette Mission Center as the Mission Coop speaker this 

year. Thanks for supporting him in their mission projects. 

 

Thank you for your prayers and support for my family. Here is the latest update on my family. My grandniece, Amanda 

has a very positive attitude and continues her schedule with appointments and treatment for breast cancer.  My oldest 

sister Gwendola had a stroke on Saturday afternoon. She was talking, laughing, knew each one of us and prayed with 

us Saturday evening and Sunday.  As of now she is holding her own. I invite you to include in your prayers, my grand-

nephew, John Paul McCloy, II. He left Sunday from Texas for South Korea for the next nine months with the National 

Guard. His second son was born two weeks ago. 

 

If you are missing a bowl or a container from one of the funerals, please check the kitchen in the church hall.  

Blessings for a beautiful week enjoying the lovely summer weather. 

Sister  Shirley  



 

 

~Church of St. Joseph~ 

Dolores Berg Steve Prokosch Pat Dauer 

Ken Benedict Kathleen Stillo Judy Liebl 

Jeanne Florek Kay Weisbrich Millie Bellig 

Gwendola Till Amanda Steines John Paul McCloy 

~Please also pray for those in Need ~                          

June 25, 2017 Contributions 

Adult Envelopes  $1,065.00 

Student Envelopes 7.00 

Loose Plate 184.00 

Peter’s Pence Collection 169.00 

Cemetery 15.00 

Total Income to Parish $1,440.00 

Coming Events 

Ushers Tom Anderson, Ardy & Jackie Imker,    

Justin Stafford 

Lector Jeff Strock 

Gifts Ardy & Jackie Imker 

EMC Jackie Imker, Mary Arnoldi,                 

Kathy Valentin 

Servers Elizabeth Strock, Joseph Strock 

Counters Mary Arnoldi, Jenna Stafford 

Video Candi VanMeveren 

Ministry Schedule Sunday, July 9, 2017 

St. Joseph- Contribution Budget July 1, 2016- June 30, 2017 

 Annual  Budget Budget to 

Date 

Received to Date 

Adults $62,500.00 $61,297.92 $53,948.36 

Student $750.00 $735.42 $918.10 

Loose Plate $5500.00 $5,394.27 $4,840.96 

This week we remember these people in our prayers. 

Amber Stafford & Joel Demuth & Jenna & Justin Stafford 

Our Shepherd of the field: Deacon Mark Kober 

July  2 10:30am Mass 

July 4  Happy Fourth of July 

July 5 1:30pm Mass at Valley View 

July 6 8:00am Mass at St. Thomas 

 8:30am Discussion Group 

July 9 10:30am Mass 

We would like to thank EVERYONE who 

came to our place for the annual Farm 

Mass.  We could not have asked for a more 

perfect evening!  The Mass was beauti-

ful—the intention was for Jeffery DeCock, the music 

inspiring, the treats delicious and the fellowship awe-

some!!  GOD IS GOOD.   

Jim & Sue Imker  

Tracy Area Gardens and Quilts Tour. Come and enjoy an afternoon/evening of Splendor at the Tracy Area Gar-

dens and Quilts Tour to be held on Wednesday, July 12 from 2:30 – 8:30 pm in Balaton. The rain date is July 13.  

This event will include garden sites of Cookie & Joe Cooreman,  Mary and Fran Timmerman, Julie and 

Greg Erickson, Ruth and Dave Lehnhoff, Marcella and Don Beatty, and Sue and Larry Mitzner 

Included among the gardens will be quilts displayed by Sue Mitzner, Gayle Kaup, Elvera Benson, Lau-

reen Thooft, Lois Ahlschlager, Pat Rutz, Rosemary Kuether and various others. 
 

St. Mary’s Pie and ice cream will be served at the Timmerman site and is included in 

your $15.00 ticket. Tickets are on sale now at both Tracy and Marshall Greenwood Nursery and will be 

available at all garden sites the day of the tours.  

Other site of interest that day will be the Balaton Area History Center and the Stella Tissue House with 

a display of aprons from Ann Carrow’s Collection.  

This event is sponsored by Tracy Kiwanis and St. Mary’s CCW with profits to be used for various community projects.  



 

 

~Church of St. Raphael~ 

Check out Channel 8 –Cablecast 

 St. Raphael Sunday Mass  

Every Tuesday at 5:00 pm & Friday at 6:00 pm. 

 Finding God through Faith & Reason:  Episode 7 

Every Tuesday at 11:00am & Thursday at 7:00pm.  

Good Neighbor Thrift Store 
 
 

July 5- 8  50% off Swimsuits and Towels.   

 Closed Tuesday July 4th 

Wishing all a safe and Happy 4th  

 Dear Pope Francis 
The Pope answers letters from children around the 

world 
 

Dear Pope Francis, 
I would like to ask you: is your profes-
sion hard, and were you liked, and who 
did you want to be at my age?  My 
name is Basia.  I am eight years old.  I 
like the color green. 
Basia, age 8, Poland 
Dear  Basia, 

I have to admit something.  When I was your age, I 

wanted to be a butcher.  Now don’t be astonished.  

You know why?  I used to go to the market with my 

grandmother, and I’d see a butcher I liked.  He was a 

large fellow, and he had a long apron with a big pock-

et in front.  When my grandma would pay, he would 

put his hands in the big pocket.  It was full of money, 

and he would give the change to my grandma.  I 

thought he was  a very rich man.  All this really af-

fected me, and I wanted to be like him. It’s funny, but 

I have to confess this to you. 

 Francis 

Prayer Corner 
Please remember in your prayers: 

 Our Shepherd of the Field Rev. Anthony Hesse 

 Please pray for our parishioners this week~ 

Sun:    Wallace & Myrtle Reiner 

Mon:   David & Joan Richert  

Tues:       Zachary Richert 

Wed:    Gary & Colleen Richert  

Thurs: Joan Richert 

Fri:             Michael & Kaye Richert 

Sat:     Travis & Laura Richert Family 
 

 Weekly Candle Intentions ($2.00 offering) 

·Special Intention     ·Special Intention BV   

 

Thank You for supporting the  Peter’s Pence collection, 

your support will help the charitable works of Pope Fran-

cis.   Contributions to this collection provide assistance to 

victims of natural disaster, war, oppression, and disease. 

The Missionaries of Our Lady of La Salette 

will preach the annual parish mission appeal 
Having brought the fullness of Life to our world when 

He rose from the dead, Jesus sent his disciples to share 

this life with all of creation. “They went forth and 

preached everywhere” (Mk 16:20). The Missionaries of 

Our Lady of La Salette minister to people of every race, 

language, culture and way of life – beginning at the La 

Salette Shrine in France where our Blessed Mother ap-

peared in 1846. Her final words, “Well, my children, you 

will make this known to all my people,” echo Jesus’ 

Gospel mandate. It is little wonder that the La Salette 

Congregation has always been mission orientated. When 

called upon by the Vatican to preach the Gospel in for-

eign lands, they eagerly responded. This spirit brought 

them to mission in 27 countries, especially among the 

poor in Angola, Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Haiti, India, 

Madagascar, Myanmar, the Philippines and most recent-

ly, Tanzania. With your cooperation, the Missionaries of 

La Salette can continue to provide spiritual and financial 

assistance to these mission countries as they bring God’s 

reconciling message to the poor.  

The Labels for Education from Campbell’s is ending its 

program August 1, 2017.  Our refunding co-

ordinator has asked that all labels be turned 

in now so she can make one last submission 

soon.  Thank you to all who have so diligent-

ly bought and brought these product labels 

in.  We have ordered many items the students use at re-

cess and phy-ed. 

Thank you, 

St. Raphael students and staff 



 

 

~Church of St. Raphael~ 
Meetings and Activities 

Contribution Budget July 1, 2016- June 30, 2017 

 Annual  Budget Budget to Date Received to Date 

Adults $255,000.20 $255,000.20 $238,920.64 

Gr. 7-12 $1,500.20 $1,500.20 $593.00 

Pre K-6 $1,600.04 $1,600.04 $2013.48 

Serving next Funeral will be Group D 

The 400 Club Winner this Week 

#289 Janet Plotz $65.00 

#327 Edna Petersen $65.00 

Last week’s Parish Revenue 

Adult Envelopes 2,427.50 

High School Gr. 7-12 -0- 

Children through Gr. 6 18.00 

Loose  Plate 198.00 

Peters Pence 560.75 

New Mower Donation 350.00 

Candle money 30.80 

School Endowment 149.59 

Parish Endowment 74.79 

CD interest 129.98 

Good Neighbor Thrift Store 1,023.89 

Total Income $4,963.30 

You may have noticed Greg Roiger, the 

head of maintenance, keeping the grass 

trimmed with a new mower.  We have 

known for a while now that we wanted 

to replace the old one because it was inadequate to 

the tasks asked of it and was often breaking down and 

costing us a lot every year in repairs.  We now have a 

new Cub Cadet with snow blower, cab and leaf col-

lection attachments.  It is designed for heavy duty 

work and set us back a little over $6,000 after trade 

in.  We had one parishioner step up with a $1,000 gift 

to help cover this expense.  And we would be very 

grateful for any others who might be moved to con-

sider a special additional gift for this needed upgrade. 

Thank you,  Fr. Phil 

July 3 1:00pm Craft Ladies Meet 

July 7 9:00am-4:00pm Adoration 

 
11:00am-

1:00pm 

Taco in a Bag. Jim’s Market 

CUF 

July 9  CHWC Leave for Billings, MT 

July 10 1:00pm Craft Ladies 

July 11 7:00pm Prayer Shawl Group 

July 12 6:30pm Mass 
Followed by AFC Meeting in 

Lamberton 

July 8 & 9, 2017 

  5:30pm 8:30am 

Servers Skyla Dauer Brooklyn Sturm 

  Kadin Johnson Brody Sturm 

  Ashtin Johnson Brayden Sturm 

Lector Max Meine Ron Sturm 

EMC Crystal Dauer Ron Sturm 

  Cathy Ochs Alice Fasnacht 

 Volunteer Sharon Sturm 

Accompanist Julie Prechel Julie Prechel 

Song Leader Julie Prechel Julie Prechel 

Rosary Donna Ebnet Jim Miesen 

Head Usher *Terry Ochs *Justin Roiger 

  Rich Dauer Tori Roiger 

  George Tauer Jan Davidson 

  Volunteer Joseph Miesen 

Communion SJLH Shelley Olson & Mary E. Hoffmann 

Videographer Julieann Reindl 



 

 

Please check appropriate box (es) and return in the weekend 

collection 

 

 St Joseph  Lamberton         St Raphael Springfield 

 

new in parish                    moving out of parish 

new address                           new phone number 

new/change of email           would like visiting 

 

Name:________________________________________________ 

Address:______________________________________________   

City: ________________________ Zip: ____________________ 

Email:________________________________________________ 

Phone: __________________Cell phone: ____________________ 

~Upcoming Area Events~ 

Taco in a Bag 
Friday July 7, 2017 

11am—1pm 

Jim’s Market Parking Lot 

$5.00 includes beverage. 

Catholic United Financial matching 

Grant 

Mark your Calendars for these upcoming 

Events! 
 Farm Fest– July 31-Aug 3 ~ Sign up sheets in 

church pews.  Big sheet is in Gathering Space. 

 Fall Festival– September 10~ Raffle, and Live 

and Silent auction prizes are being collected.  

Contact the Parish office if you have a dona-

tion. 

We will have 

a drop box in 

the Gather-

ing Space in 

July.  If you 

want to do-

nate sooner, 

please drop 

off in the 

office area. 

Model the kind of marriage you want your kids to 

have. 
 

A Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend can help 

you do that! Marriage Encounter is 44 hours where 

married couples can get away from jobs, kids, chores, 

and phones — and focus just on each other. The next 

available Weekends are Nov 17-19, 2017 in Windom, 

MN and Jul 14-16, 2017 in Buffalo, MN. Early regis-

tration is highly recommended.  For more information 

visit our website at: southmnwwme.org or contact 

Miki at applications@southmnwwme.org or 507-227-

8229. 

mailto:wmandbethnickles@hotmail.com

