
  

 

Vine & Branches  
Area Faith Community 

www.vineandbranchesafc.org 
 

July 21, 2019 

16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

I am the vine, you are 
the branches.  
Whoever remains in 
me and I in him will 
bear much fruit,  
because without me 
you can do nothing. 

John 15:5  

Liturgies This Week 

Mon.    July 22 No Mass  
Song of Songs 3:1-4b; John 20:1-2, 11-18 

Tues. 

 

July 23 8:30am +Evelyn Weber (Spfld) 

Exodus 14:21-15:1; Matthew 12:46-50 

Wed.  July 24 8:00am +Dale Bassett( Lamb) 

10:00am +Terry Enge (SJLH) 

Exodus 16:1-5, 9-15; Matthew 13:1-9 

Thurs. July 25 NO MASS (Sanb) 

8:30am +Wally & Mrytle Reiner (Spfld) 

2 Corinthians 4:7-15; Matthew 20:20-28 

Fri. 

 

July 26 8:30am +Ruth Schneider (Spfld) 

Exodus 20:1-17; Matthew 13:18-23 

Sat. July 27 5:30pm +Delores Ebnet (Spfd) 

7:00pm +Dale Bassett (Sanb) 

Exodus 24:3-8; Matthew 13:24-30 

Sun. 

 

July 28 8:30am -AFC (Spfd) 

10:30am +Amber Marie Kujawa (Lamb) 

Genesis 18:20-32; Colossians 2:12-14; 

Luke 11:1-13 

Baptism: Pre-baptism classes required- Contact Fr. Phil 

Marriage: All Catholics are to contact their pastoral leader 

at least 6 months before their wedding. 

 Prayer Chain 723-6636, 723-5757, 723-5651,  
  723-5670 
 Good Neighbor Thrift Store 723-5778   

 20 E Central, Springfield, MN 

 Office of Catholic Charities  866-670-5163 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  

 Saturday 4:45pm at St. Raphael 

 Sunday 10:15am at St. Joseph  

Bulletin Deadline: Wednesday at 1:00pm 

*Mass Stipend $10.00 

Church of St. Raphael & Area Office 
20 W Van Dusen Street ~ 507-723-4137 

Springfield MN 56087 

Email: straphael@newulmtel.net 
 

Church of St. Joseph 
400 W 2nd Ave, PO Box 458 ~ 507-752-7269 

Lamberton MN 56152 

& St. Thomas Oratory, Sanborn MN 

Email stjoseph@centurylink.net 
 

Pastor 

Fr. Phil Schotzko~ Office Phone: 723-4141 
phil.schotzko@newulmtel.net 
 

Deacon - Dcn. Barry Reindl  Phone: 723-5952 

barkmr7@gmail.com 
 

Pastoral Associate 
Sister Shirley Steines 507-752-7269 

Parish Phone    507-752-7269 
CCW Prayer Chain– Sister Shirley Steines 
 

Parish Secretary 
Raquel Kieper 723-4137 

straphael@newulmtel.net 
 

Parish Bookkeeper 
Connie Vogel   723-4137, fax 723-5409 

cvogel@newulmtel.net 
 

Faith Formation/Youth Ministry 
Erin Hauth   723-4138 

straysfaithformation@gmail.com 
 

School Principal 
Beth Steffl  723-4136 

straysprincipal@newulmtel.net 
 

School Secretary  

Bev Krueger   723-4135 
straysschooloffice@newulmtel.net 

The Mission of the Vine & Branches Area Faith Community empowered by the Holy Spirit is to bear fruit that will 

last as Jesus commanded: by celebrating and proclaiming our Catholic faith as disciples of Jesus using our  

God-given gifts; by reaching out to and welcoming all people; and by centering our lives on the Eucharist,  

sacraments, scripture, service and the teaching of the Church. 

http://www.vineandbranchesafc.org
mailto:straphael@newulmtel.net
mailto:stjoseph@centurylink.net
mailto:cvogel@newulmtel.net
mailto:straphaelspringfield@gmail.com


2 

 

From Sister Shirley ~  

  In the Gospel for this weekend we have the beautiful story of Martha and Mary. We all will pause and consider 

who am I this week, “Am I Martha or am I Mary or have I taken time to be both? 
 

Am I so busy with my work that I don’t have enough time to sit and spend time and love and enjoy my family and 

friends?  
 

Am I so busy on the internet that I don’t have time to listen to my child’s problem or a relaxing phone conversation 

with my elderly parent? 
 

Have I had time to read the daily scripture readings or just consumed my free time with Facebook or playing games 

on the computer? 
 

Have I been Martha and Mary this day? Hopefully you have time to be Martha and Mary each day of this week. 
 

                                          ~ Sister Shirley~ 

From the Pastor ~  

I first wrote this forty three years ago.  I have re-visited it several times since.  It still holds true today as I turn “69.” 

  “Jesus answered and said to her, ‘Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again; but whoever drinks of the 

   water I shall give will never thirst; the water I shall give will become a spring of water within, welling up to    

   eternal life.’” (John 4:13-14) 
 

Why I Want To Go On Living 
 

Having tasted the water from the well of life, I want to drink deeply of that spring.  A spring, pouring freely out of the 

ground, is a wonder of creation that speaks to me of life.  It is, first of all free--moved by some unseen force within or 

without--it just is; it bubbles forth.  It is a gift, undeserved...priceless.  My life is like that. 
 

Sometimes, as I have bent over a spring to drink of its gift, I have found no unspoiled or clear pool to place my lips.  

Maybe the cattle have been through too recently, maybe the flow has been partially blocked.  With a dry throat I 

painfully looked for refreshment, but, had to move on, for a time, without it. 
 

Yes, even some of the people who have been clear, cool water for me have dried up or now bubble up in an 

inaccessible spring.  Others have become cloudy or stale.  However, there are some beautiful, singing streams that I 

have come to frequently and found them sweet, ever flowing, ever free and refreshing.  Because of these I have come 

to trust the mystery of life and to expect refreshment even in the midst of the coldest Winter, for they do not freeze up. 
 

I see and rejoice in the community of life that flows from these springs--green and flowerful in the midst of a desert, 

with creatures of every shape and size coming to drink deep and live--to drink and die in order to pass that life on to 

others.  There have been many people in my life who have been this kind of spring for me...first of all, my mother, 

then other family members and some very special friends. 
 

The Church has been that life giving community for me.  With all its variety, and even rivalry, it still is dependent on 

and united in the one water that pours forth freely from the rock into our hearts.  This water...this never ending stream 

that I have come to believe in, is the Lord, Jesus, the Christ.  He, and in the end, He alone, gives me hope for 

tomorrow in the midst of painful todays.  He is the one that orders all joyful todays.  For He is life for me.  And it is 

for love of live itself that I desire to go on living and carry that life giving water to all who are thirsty.         

                                          ~Fr. Phil Schotzko~  

Sending Happy Birthday wishes to Father Phil, as he celebrates his special 

day on Saturday!! 
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~Church of St. Joseph~ 

~Please also pray for those in Need ~   

Coming Events 

St. Joseph- 

Contribution Budget July 1, 2019- June 30, 2020 

 Annual  Budget Budget to Date Received to Date 

Adults $61,000.00 $2,346.16 $3,204.45 

Student $850.00 $32.70 $12.00 

Loose Plate $5,000.00 $192.32 $116.00 

This week we remember these people in our prayers. 

Candi VanMeveren and Anita & Mark Vogel 

Our Shepherd of the field:  

Msgr. Doug Grams 

July 21 10:30am Mass 

July 23 6:30am Bible Study 

 6:30pm Administrative Council Meeting 

July 24 8:00am Mass 

July 25  NO MASS - St. Thomas 

July 27 7:00pm Mass - St. Thomas 

July 28 10:30am 
Mass - Sr. Shirley’s 60th Jubilee 

Celebration 

Last Week’s Parish Revenue-St. Joseph 

Adult Envelopes  $2,799.45 

Student Envelopes $6.00 

Loose Plate $87.00 

Cemetery Fund $50.00 

Total Income  $2,942.45 

Dolores Berg Kris Redman Mary Arnoldi 

Pat Dauer Bruce Olson Kay Weisbrich 

Dorothy Dietl Ken Benedict Carol Kretsch 

Ken Arnoldi Marcia Olson Angie Axford 

Roger Steines Deb Ose Susanna Kronback 

Marlene Steines   

July 28, 2019 

  10:30 am 

Servers Elizabeth Strock 

  Joseph Strock 

Lector Jeff Strock 

EMC Jeanna Olson 

  Teresa Wenisch 

 Kathy Valentin 

Head Usher Jim Olson 

  Jeanna Olson 

  Jim Imker 

 Tom Anderson 

Gifts Jim & Joanna Olson 

Counters Fred Berg & Teresa Wenisch 

Videographer Candi VanMeveren 

Please mark on your calendar  Sunday, 

July 28th.  We will be celebrating Sr. 

Shirley’s 60th Anniversary as a School 

Sister of Notre Dame.  We will celebrate 

her anniversary during the 10:30 Mass at St. Joseph.  

Luncheon reception will follow. 

RCIA 

If you know of someone who is interested in  

exploring more about the Catholic Faith, please have 

them connect with Father Phil, 507-723-4141 or  

Sister Shirley, 752-7269.  R.C.I.A. stands for the Rite 

of Christian Initiation of Adults. This program is for 

those wishing to become Catholic.. This program  

begins in the fall of the year. 

Faith Formation Teachers  

We are always in need of additional teachers or  

substitute teachers beginning in the fall for our Faith 

Formation Program, Grades 1 – 11. As part of the  

preparation you will need to attend the Virtus Training 

Program which is a three hour session. These sessions 

are held periodically throughout the diocese. Please 

check the diocesan website, to find a training session 

close to our area. There is also a form on the diocesan 

website for you to complete. Please contact me if you 

are interested in becoming a teacher or a substitute 

teacher. It takes all of us to build our area faith  

community.   
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Check out Channel 8–Cablecast 

 St. Raphael Sunday Mass  

Every Tuesday at 5:00 pm & Friday at 6:00 pm. 

The next Public Access Programming will begin 

in September.  Have a great Summer! 

~Church of St. Raphael~ 
Meetings and Activities 

Contribution Budget July 1, 20189 June 30, 2020 

 Annual  Budget Budget to Date Received to Date 

Adults $255,000.00 $9,807.70 $11,591.00 

Gr. 7-12 $1,000.00 $38.46 $0.00 

Pre K-6 $2000.00 $76.94 $51.00 

Last week’s Parish Revenue 

Adult Envelopes $7,683.00 

High School Gr. 7-12 $0.00 

Children through Gr. 6 $37.00 

Loose  Plate $169.00 

Diocesan United Fund $45.00 

Air Conditioning $90.00 

Adopt a Student $50.00 

Assumption $15.00 

CHWC Donation $40.00 

Capital Improvement $20.00 

Good Neighbor Thrift Store $876.00 

Total Income $9,025.00 

          Prayer Corner 
Please remember in your prayers: 

 Our Shepherd of the Field: Fr. Bernard Steiner 

 Please pray for our parishioners this week~ 

Sun:    Carolyn Fromm 

Mon:   Kimberly Fults  

Tues:     Ron & Bev Fults 

Wed:     Ruth Fults 

Thurs:  Christopher & Amanda Gartner Family 

Fri:    Tom & Linda Gartner 

Sat:       Marie Gervais & Duane Knutson 

 Weekly Candle Intentions ($2.00 offering) 

Special Inten. BJT  Special Inten. TJT  Special Inten. BEV 

Special Inten. 

~Serving next Funeral will be Group D~ 

The 400 Club Winner this Week 

#167 Casey Rice $150.00 

   

       Banns of Marriage I 

Zachary Salonek & Cecily Eichhorn will be  

united in Marriage on August 10, 2019 

July 22 1:00pm Craft Ladies Meet 

July 22 7:00pm 
Prayer Shawl Group - 

Gathering Space 

July 23 8:00pm-9:00pm 
AA 12 Step Meeting - 

church basement 

July 24 1:30pm 
St. Raphael Administration 

Committee Meeting 

Good Neighbor Thrift Store 
 

July 23 -27 50% off Wall Hangings 

   

Last Thursday of the Month  July 25   

75% off Clothing.  

July 27 & 28, 2019 

  5:30pm 8:30am 

Servers Chase Groebner Christina Reindl 

  Triston Groebner Mitchell Streich 

  VOLUNTEER Ely Streich 

Lector Pat Dauer Meriah Kirschstein 

EMC Kathy Ochs Dcn Barry Reindl 

  Pat Dauer Kathy Kirschstein 

 Duane Dauer Elizabeth Mohr 

Accompanist TBD Goedtke Family 

Song Leader TBD Goedtke Family 

Rosary Julie Lassegard Hilary Mohr 

Head Usher Terry Ochs Dale Knutson 

  Pat Lang Duane Roiger 

  VOLUNTEER Arland Roiger 

 VOLUNTEER Cher Roiger 

Communion SJLH Laura Bast & Dotty DeLambert 

Videographer Julianne Reindl 
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~Area Faith Community~ 

St. Raphael Parish is looking for Rosary 

Leaders to join our Ministry Schedule.  If you 

are interested in volunteering, please contact 

the Parish Office at 723-4137. 

~Stewardship Corner~ 

 

7 Keys to Generous Giving 

Actress Marlo Thomas, grew up with charity at the cen-

ter of her life.  Her father, Danny Thomas, founded St. 

Jude Children’s Research Hospital in Memphis, TN, to 

provide state-of-the-art care for children with life-

threatening diseases at no cost to their families.  Over 

the years, she’s developed an unique perspective on the 

psychology of giving and what it takes to cultivate a 

generous heart. 
 

1.You don’t have to be a zillionaire to change the 

world.  The biggest misconception people have about 

charity, is that giving a little bit doesn’t help.  “My fa-

ther used to say that he’s rather have a dollar from eve-

ry American than a million dollars from a few.”  “Every 

dollar really does help.  St. Jude costs $2.8 million a 

day to run, and the majority of that comes from small 

gifts.” 
 

2.Listen to what moves you.  That’s the most im-

portant first step.  When Marlo’s father died, she of-

fered to fill in for him at the hospital.  In time, she got 

hooked emotionally.  “One day I walked into the medi-

cine room and saw a little boy jump up on a stool and 

shout, ‘Mommy, I don’t have cancer anymore!’  “How 

do you not get moved by that?  I knew then that I want-

ed to be in a room where every child stands up and 

says, ‘Mommy, I don’t have cancer anymore!’” 
 

3.  Give, even in uncertain times.   It’s too early to tell 

what impact the new tax laws are going to have on giv-

ing.  “People are being very careful about where they 

put their dollars, especially people on fixed income.”  

“When things are volatile, people hang on to what they 

have to be sure that they will be safe.” 
 

 

In next weeks Bulletin... 
We will continue to look at the 7 Keys to Generous 

Giving 

24th Annual Brown County Relay For Life 

Friday, July 26, 2019 
 

All are welcome 

Brown County Fairgrounds 

5:00-6:30pm  Supper 

7:00-8:30pm  Program 

Survivor’s Lap 

Dusk Lighting of Luminaries 

9:30pm-5:30am  Teams Walking 
 

If you have cancer or are a cancer survivor, please join us 

for this special event.  If you are still fighting cancer, you 

are a survivor! 

FALL FESTIVAL 2019: Save the date for 

this year’s St. Raphael Fall Festival -  

Sunday, September 15! Let us remember 

the festival in our prayers—for good  

weather, for His guiding hand upon all of the 

preparations and for His blessings upon all 

those working to make this a successful  

festival.  

The Good Neighbor Thrift Store meeting 

has been changed from July 30th to August 

6th at 1:30pm in the Holy Family Room. CCW DUES cards have been mailed. PLEASE PAY 

YOUR $35 DUES TODAY. You can drop it in the  

collection, bring it to the Parish Office, or mail to Don-

na Krueger, 16423 County Road 16, Springfield, MN 

56087. Make checks payable to St. Raphael CCW. 

HONORARY MEMBERS ARE EXEMPT FROM 

PAYING DUES. 
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~St. Raphael School~  

~Area Faith Community~ 

Stuff the Backpacks  
The United Way of the Brown 

County Area will again be hosting 

a “Stuff the Backpacks” promotion 

to benefit students in the Brown 

County school districts. Collection 

boxes will be located in St.  

Raphael’s Gathering Space beginning July 5. The  

supplies that are needed are #2 pencils, folders, wide-

ruled spiral notebooks, 3-ring binders, many boxes of 

facial tissue, 4 oz. bottles of Elmer’s white glue, Crayola 

classic colors broad-tip markers, Crayola thin-tip  

markers, Crayola colored pencils (sets of 12), dry-erase 

markers, glue sticks, Fiskars kids’ scissors (pointed), 

plastic pencil boxes, pencil bags and yellow highlighters.  

We are gearing up for the 2019-2020 school year!  We 

are down to just 4 weeks of summer vacation left. 

As we get last minute items crossed off our lists, we 

would like to ask for some assistance in a couple of areas. 
 

1.  We are wanting to install a Drinking Fountain with a 

Water Bottle Filler in the gymnasium.  We are looking 

for monetary donations to help us cover this expense.  If 

you are willing to assist, please mark your envelope 

“Water Fountain Donation” and put it in the weekend 

collection basket or drop it off in the Parish Office during 

the week. 
 

2. We are in the process of updating our  

Communication Technologies in the school and church.  

We are in need of 3- USB Wireless Adapters.  If you 

would like to contribute to this project, please mark your 

envelope “Technology Updates” and put it in the  

weekend collection basket or drop it off in the Parish  

Office during the week. 

We have been cleaning closets!!!  You 

will notice that we have a lot of St. Rapha-

el Church and School memorabilia out on 

a table in the Gathering Space.  Please feel 

free to take what you would like.  We will 

continue to add more quantities to the table 

as needed.  We will remove everything on August 12th 

and discard any remaining items.   If you wish to give a 

donation for items, please feel free to put an envelope in 

the weekend collection basket or in the box in the school 

entrance hallway. 


