
  

 

The Mission of the Vine & Branches Area Faith Community empowered by the Holy Spirit is to bear fruit that will 

last as Jesus commanded: by celebrating and proclaiming our Catholic faith as disciples of Jesus using our  

God-given gifts; by reaching out to and welcoming all people; and by centering our lives on the Eucharist,  

sacraments, scripture, service and the teaching of the Church. 

Baptism: Pre-baptism classes required- Contact Fr. Phil 

Marriage: All Catholics are to contact their pastoral leader at 

least 6 months before their wedding 

 Prayer Chain 723-6636, 723-5757, 723-5651, 723-5670 

 Good Neighbor Thrift Store 723-5778   

      20 E Central, Springfield, MN 

 Office of Catholic Charities  866-670-5163 

Church of St. Raphael & Area Office 

20 W Van Dusen Street ~ 507-723-4137 

Springfield MN 56087 

Email: straphael@newulmtel.net 
 

Church of St. Joseph 

400 W 2nd Ave, PO Box 458  

~507-752-7269 

Lamberton MN 56152 

& St. Thomas Oratory, Sanborn MN 

Email stjoseph@centurylink.net 
 

Pastor 
Fr. Phil Schotzko~ Office Phone: 723-4141 

phil.schotzko@newulmtel.net 
 

Pastoral Associate 

Sister Shirley Steines 507-752-7269 

Parish Phone    507-752-7269 
CCW Prayer Chain– Sister Shirley Steines 
 

Parish Secretary 
Marie Amsden  &  Mary Beth Hoffmann  723-4137 

mamsden@newulmtel.net & mbfh66@gmail.com 
 

Parish Bookkeeper 
Connie Vogel   723-4137, fax 723-5409 

cvogel@newulmtel.net 
 

School Principal 
Beth Steffl  723-4136 

straysprincipal@newulmtel.net 
 

School Secretary  

Bev Krueger   723-4135 
straysschooloffice@newulmtel.net 
 

Faith Formation/Youth Ministry 
Erin Hauth   723-4138 

straysfaithformation@gmail.com 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  

 Saturday 4:45pm at St. Raphael 

 Sunday 10:15am at St. Joseph  

Liturgies This Week 

Mon.    July 30 No Mass   

Jeremiah 13:1-11; Matthew 13:31-35 

Tues. 

 

July 31 
 

8:30am Mass + Carl Bates (Spfd) 

Jeremiah 14:17-22; Matthew 13:36-43 

Wed.  Aug. 1 10:00am Mass + Leonard Roiger (SJLH) 

1:30pm Mass + Maryanne Potter (VVNH) 

Jeremiah 15:10, 16-21; Matthew 13:44-46 

Thurs. Aug. 2 

 

8:00am Mass (Sanb) 

Jeremiah 18:1-6; Matthew 13:47-53 

Fri. 

 

Aug. 3 

 

8:30am Mass +Jerry Lipetzky (Spfd) 

Jeremiah 26:1-9; Matthew 13:54-58 

Sat. Aug. 4 

 

5:30pm  Mass + Julie Hayden (Spfd) 

Jeremiah 26:11-16, 24; Matthew 14:1-12 

Sun. 
 

Aug. 5 
 

8:30am  Mass +Evelyn Weber (Spfd)  

10:30am  Mass -AFC (Lamb)   

Exodus 16:2-4,12-15; Ephesians 4:17, 20-24; 

John 6:24-35 

Bulletin Deadline: Wednesday at 1:00pm 

 Mass Stipend $10.00 

Vine & Branches  
Area Faith Community 

www.vineandbranchesafc.org 
 

July 29, 2018 

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

I am the vine, you are 
the branches.  
Whoever remains in 
me and I in him will 
bear much fruit,  
because without me 
you can do nothing. 

John 15:5  

mailto:straphael@newulmtel.net
mailto:stjoseph@centurylink.net
mailto:cvogel@newulmtel.net
mailto:cvogel@newulmtel.net
mailto:straphaelspringfield@gmail.com
http://www.vineandbranchesafc.org
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From Sister Shirley ~ 

As summer progresses quickly, hopefully all of you have taken the op-

portunity, or have scheduled time, to relax and just enjoy the beauty of 

color in nature all around you. In the early morning hours as I sit in my 

prayer room to pray, I see part of the Meadowland building across from 

the church parking lot as I look out the small window in my prayer 

room. It is the section that sits above the building showing all the intri-

cacies of the design that is necessary for the operation of the building.  

But, I am more intrigued with the beauty and color of the formation of 

the clouds on certain days.  The sight is different each time as I look up 

to view the outside world. I am always amazed at the beauty that sur-

rounds me. It is God’s abundant love showering me with amazement.  

 

Blessings as you continue to be amazed at God’s love.  

Sister Shirley 

From the Pastor 
This week’s readings are definitely “Eucharistic”. Eucharist involves giving thanks with the implied desire to 

share what we have received with others. 

We all could share memories of the lessons we learned growing up about the need to share what we have with 

brothers and sisters or friends. For example, no matter how many were at our table we had to work out how to 

share equally from the one pie that was offered per meal (if there was dessert that day).  Van Thanh Nguyen, 

probably from Vietnam, tells this story about sharing in a commentary on the readings: 
 

               “The first apple I ever ate literally fell from the sky!  On April 30, 1975 my family and I fled from the 

Communists in search for religious freedom and a new life.  Our exodus into the deep sea on a flimsy boat 

was a pure leap of faith.  “God will provide and protect us,” my mother assured us.  And so we abandoned 

everything and fled with literally nothing but the clothes on our back. We were shortly rescued by an 

American navy sip along with many other refugees.  Since there were too many of us to feed, American 

soldiers occasionally tossed crackers or fruits into the crowds.  On one occasion, I happened to catch a 

delicious red apple.  I have never had an apple to myself before, so I was tempted to run off somewhere to eat 

it all.  But I knew that option was not possible.  We were a family and we need to share everything we have.  

Thus, we sliced that apple into seven pieces, one to each member of the family.  Although that apple was the 

only thing for dinner that night, we somehow felt nourished by each tiny sliver.”  
 

The miracle of the loaves and the fishes has so many layers of meaning that it takes a life time within 

community hungering and eating together to unpack it.   “What are we hungering for?”, “How do we share in 

the midst of scarcity?” and “How much is more than enough or left over?” are just some of the questions 

that  come to mind.  
 

Part of the problem of the present time in United States is a false sense of scarcity that there is not enough to 

go around.  So we have to grab first with big hands and hold on tight or we will go hungry. This fear-driven 

response leads to fights about what is fare and who has the right to ask for a different way of distributing the 

resources in the world.  
 

The central teaching that Jesus offered by his words and actions seems to be that giving thanks for what we 

have, and, being willing to share it with others multiplies the gifts and provides for the needs of all.  And there 

will even be left overs! 

This week let us take a look at our impulses either to share or to hoard.  What is our attitude toward the many 

invitations we receive to be generous with what we have been given?  

 

~Fr. Phil Schotzko 

I will be traveling to Iowa 

on Saturday, July 28th for 

a family reunion on Sunday, 

July 29th. At this time I am 

planning on returning on 

Thursday, August 2nd.  

Any concerns, please     

contact Father Phil.   

Sr. Shirley 
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~Church of St. Joseph~ 

Dolores Berg Pat Dauer Mary Arnoldi 

Kathleen Stillo Jim Berg  Kay Weisbrich  

Ken Arnoldi Jack Reiner Mille Bellig 

~Please also pray for those in Need ~   

Last Week’s Parish Revenue-St. Joseph 

Adult Envelopes  $4,042.25 

Student Envelopes 9.00 

Loose Plate 109.00 

Flood Relief 340.67 

DMA 209.00 

Labouré Society 1,000.00 

CRS 1,000.00 

Food Shelf 500.00 

Total Income  $7,209.92 

Coming Events 

St. Joseph- 

Contribution Budget July 1, 2018- June 30, 2019 

 Annual  Budget Budget to Date Received to Date 

Adults $60,500.00 $4,769.24 $6,406.25 

Student $900.00 $69.24 $33.50 

Loose Plate $4,200.00 $423.08 $500.00 

This week we remember these people in our prayers. 

Kathy Valentin and Jill & Tim VanDerWal 

Our Shepherd of the field:  

Msgr. John Richter 

July 29 10:30am Mass 

July 31   NO Bible Study 

Aug. 1 1:30pm  Mass at VVNH 

Aug. 2 8:00am  Mass at St. Thomas 

Aug. 5 10:30am Mass 

Faith Formation Teachers 
We invite you to consider becoming a Faith Formation 

teacher or substitute teacher beginning in the fall. As part 

of the preparation you will need to attend the Virtus 

Training Program which is a three hour session. These 

sessions are held periodically throughout the diocese. 

Please check the diocesan website to find a training ses-

sion close to our area. There is also a form on the dioce-

san website for you to complete. Please contact me is if 

you are interested in becoming a teacher or being a sub-

stitute teacher. It takes all of us to build our area faith 

community  

August 5, 2018 

  10:30am 

Servers Elizabeth Strock 

  Joseph Strock 

Lector Jeff Strock 

EMC Diane Arnsdorf 

  Kris Redman 

  Kathy Valentin 

Usher Dave Wille 

  Michael Hubert 

 Mark Benedict 

  Jan Benedict 

Gifts Mark & Jan Benedict 

Counters Kris Redman  

 Diane Arnsdorf 

Video Candi VanMeveren 

Looking for a TV stand for the parish house in  

Lamberton-- Preferably darker color or black.   

Measurements—45”long, 19”wide, 30 “ high—with 1-2 

shelves for DVD player.   

Please contact Sue Imker if you can help with this.   

Thank You 

RCIA 
If you know of someone who is interested in exploring 

more about the Catholic Faith, please have them contact 

Father Phil, 723-4141 or Sister Shirley, 752-7269. 

R.C.I.A. stands for the Rite of Christian Initiation of 

Adults. This program is for those wishing to become Cath-

olic. Program begins in the fall  
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~Church of St. Raphael~ 

Check out Channel 8 –Cablecast 

 St. Raphael Sunday Mass  

Every Tuesday at 5:00 pm & Friday at 6:00 pm. 

 The Faithful Traveler:  Episode 11: Cathedral Ba-

silica of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Every Tuesday at 11:00am & Thursday at 7:00pm.  

Good Neighbor Thrift Store 
 

Thrift  July 31 – August 4  50% off Bedding.   

Just a reminder when making donation’s please try to 

bring them into the store and not leave them outside, 

specially with weather concerns and the fact that any 

donations left outside can be taken before we are able to 

bring them in.   Call us to make arrangements if unable 

to donate during store hours.   We accept payment by 

cash and check (with id).  Sorry no cards accepted. 

Prayer Corner 
Please remember in your prayers: 

 Our Shepherd of the Field: Rev. Anthony Hesse 

 Please pray for our parishioners this week~ 

Sun:    Timothy & Hyon Lipetzky 

Mon:     Lance & Heather Lothert Family  

Tues:     Kevin & Rhonda Ludewig 

Wed:     Nick & Lindsy Ludewig Family 

Thurs:  Lois Lynch 

Fri:      Patrick Macht & Shelly Salfer Family 

Sat:       Bernice Manderfeld 

 Weekly Candle Intentions ($2.00 offering) 

·Special Intention   ·Special Intention VM 

·Special Intention YM 

It is time to start thinking about the  

St. Raphael Fall Festival, which will 

be on Sunday, September 16 this year. 

 

Some things the committee would like to start out 

with this year are: 

 The Deadline for Silent Auction Basket            

Donations is August 31st. They need the extra 

time to organize and sort items to make a more 

fluid silent auction. 

 Donations for the Silent Auction or Live Auction, 

are being accepted.  please contact the Parish Of-

fice (723-4137) 

Banns of Marriage 

Trisha Lewis & Joshua Ludewig 
Will be united in Marriage on August 4, 2018  

Volunteers Needed! 
We are starting up a NEW MINISTRY at St. Raphael’s 

Church that entails visiting and befriending the elderly 

from our community and Parish, specifically the shut-

ins and those who are nursing home/assisted living 

bound. Many of the elderly start to feel disconnected 

from their Parish Community once they are no longer 

able to regularly attend Mass. The goal of this ministry 

is to help the elderly feel connected and valued in their 

Parish, and we’d like this ministry to go beyond just 

bringing them Communion every Sunday. A variety of 

activities can be done by each individual to fulfill the 

needs of this ministry. Examples are: reading the bulle-

tin to somebody, playing cards with the residents, go-

ing through a devotional with someone, or just giving 

the elderly an ear that will listen. Though there are 

people who do this from time to time, the goal is to 

have a regular schedule where we are visiting our fel-

low elderly parishioners. Volunteers for this ministry 

can be of all ages, young or old, and ministry would be 

a great opportunity for families to serve together! If 

you’re interested in learning more about what this new 

ministry entails or what would be asked of you, please 

call or email Dotty De Lambert at 507-723-8147 or 

varmland42@yahoo.com.  

 "“Older people need so little, but they need that little 

so much." 

mailto:varmland42@yahoo.com
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~Church of St. Raphael~ 
Meetings and Activities 

Contribution Budget July 1, 2018- June 30, 2019 

 Annual  Budget Budget to Date Received to Date 

Adults $255,000.00 $19,615.40 $12,154.00 

Gr. 7-12 $1000.00 $57.72 -0- 

Pre K-6 $2000.00 $153.88 $109.25 

Last week’s Parish Revenue 

Adult Envelopes $2,163.00 

High School Gr. 7-12 -0- 

Children through Gr. 6 74.00 

Loose  Plate 116.00 

Capital Improvement 10.00 

DUF 10.00 

Flood Relief 468.00 

School smartboards 450.00 

Adopt- a -Student 300.00 

Tuition 600.00 

Good Neighbor Thrift Store 465.20 

Total Income $4,656.20 

Aug. 3 6:00-7:00am Men’s Bible Study 

Aug. 6-9  Farm Fest 

Aug. 10 6:00-7:00am Men’s Bible Study 

Aug. 14 8:30am 
Thrift Store Volunteer    

Appreciation after Mass 

~Serving next Funeral will be Group I~ 

The 400 Club Winners this Week 

#12 John Reiner $65.00 

#132 Bill Roiger $65.00 

Mark your Calendars for Farm Fest 

 Farm Fest– August 6-9 ~ Sign 

up sheets are in the church 

pews and the big one is in the 

Gathering Space.  
 

Catholic Education Support  

St. Raphael School’s Mission is to bring the students to 

a deeper relationship with Jesus while providing quali-

ty education.  We believe every child should have the 

opportunity to receive a Catholic Education, even if the 

family cannot afford it.   

Even with your generous support of our Adopt-a-

Student program, some families have not been able to 

pay for their child’s tuition for the 2017/2018 school 

year.   

·Student 1 = $438 ·Student 2 = $445 ·Student 3 = $603 

·Student 4 = $561 ·Student 5 = $480 ·Student 6 = $705
  

If you would like to help assure these students continue 

to receive a Catholic education and greater success in 

life, please put your gift in an envelope marked with 

the student number and drop in the collection plate or 

the drop box in the school hallway.   

~Thank you for all your support of our School. 

August 4 & 5 2018 

  5:30pm 8:30am 

Servers Zoey Riederer TJ Reindl 

  Noah Riederer Rachel Beadell 

  Volunteer Regan Beadell 

Lector Jack Harjes Jim Miesen 

EMC Jack Hartjes Jim Miesen 

  Jill Riederer Deacon Barry 

  Volunteer Bob Sturm 

Accompanist Sharon Pieschel ---------------------- 

Song Leader ---------------------- ---------------------- 

Rosary Donna Ebnet Jim Miesen 

Head Usher *David Roiger *JD Davidson 

  Keith Riederer John Moritz 

  Pat Lang Arland Roiger 

 Volunteer Cher Roiger 

Communion SJLH 
Dale Lindmeier & Diane 

Hauth 

Videographer Skyla  Dauer 
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~Faith Formation &Youth Ministry~  ~St. Raphael School~ 

~Upcoming Area Events~ 

You are invited to support our 

Schwan’s Cares Fundraiser 

for St. Raphael’s School 

Smart Boards updates! 

Shop online form over 300 high-quality foods that go 

from the freezer to table in minutes.  With Schwan’s 

foods, a quality meal is always within reach.   

When you order by October 21, 2018, a percentage of 

your order will be contributed towards our fundraising 

goal! 

Order Online: schwans-cares.com/c/38326  Click  

“Shop Now” 

Order by Phone: Call 1-855-870-7208 and provide 

Campaign ID 38326 

Annual Parish Dinner and Festival at the Church of the Japanese Martyrs, Leavenworth on Sunday, July 29th.  

The day will begin with a 10:00 am Mass with special music, followed by a buffet chicken and ham and homemade 

dressing dinner with all the trimmings.  Dinner is being served in the air-conditioned church hall from 11:00 am until 

1:30 pm.  Take out orders will also be available. 

St. Gregory the Great Church of Lafayette 

Harvest Festival 

Sunday, August 12, 2018  Mass at  10:30. 

Buffet Style Ham & Meatball Dinner, serving        

10:30-1:30 

Bing the family for a fun filled day of food, games, 

entertainment & fellowship.  Silent auction, bake sale 

& country store, big ticket drawing with 100 plus priz-

es starts at 4:30.  Hope to see you there. 

Join us for a Flight Breakfast at the Springfield Air-

port on Sunday, August 5th from 7:30 to 12:30.  

 All You Can Eat Pancakes. Sausages, fruit, milk, 

juice, coffee  $8.00 Adults, 5-12 $4.00,4 & under 

free. 

 Planes, Classic Cars and Bikes featured.  

 Sponsored by the Lions and FFA Alumni for 

community projects.  

Watch for registration information on the 

6th Annual St. Raphael Steeple Chase.   

It will be on Saturday, September 15, 

2018.   

It's that time of year again where we are looking for 

Catechists for grades K-11 for the 2018-2019 school 

year September 26th- April 24th! K-6 will meet on 

Wednesdays from 3:30-4:45 and 7-11 will meet 

Wednesdays from 7:15-8:30. 

 You're qualified to be a Catechist if: 

 You are Confirmed in the Catholic Church 

 You want to learn more about your own Catholic 

Faith 

 You enjoy forming new relationships with the 

youth 

You can help foster faith based discussions during 

class times 

Being a Catechist isn't just for those who feel schol-

arly about their Catholic Faith- it's for people who 

are willing to learn alongside the kids! The best Cate-

chists are those who can meet the kids at the level 

that they are at. We aren't looking for perfect people 

to teach; we're looking for those who realize they 

aren't perfect, but strive for holiness anyway. 
 

This year, we are trying to set up a curriculum with 

more large group/ small group discussion settings for 

this year's Faith Formation  instead of the usual 

teach out of the book method, which means you will 

work alongside the Faith Formation Director and 

other Catechists, and have more personal support 

and guidance each Wednesday night. 
 

 If teaching is something you're interested in or would 

like more information about, please call Erin at 723-

4138 or email at straysfaithformation@gmail.com.  

Custodial Assistant Opening 

St. Raphael School is looking for part-time (6-9 hours 

per week) custodial help with regular cleaning of 

classrooms, halls, bathrooms, etc. Starting with the 

School year.   

Call 507-381-2374- Fr. Phil Schotzko 

http://www.schwans-cares.com/c/38326
mailto:straysfaithformation@gmail.com

