
  

 

Vine & Branches  
Area Faith Community 

www.vineandbranchesafc.org 
 

May 12, 2019 

4th Sunday of Easter 

I am the vine, you are 
the branches.  
Whoever remains in 
me and I in him will 
bear much fruit,  
because without me 
you can do nothing. 

John 15:5  

Liturgies This Week 

Mon.    May 13 No Mass  
Acts of the Apostles 11:1-18;  

John 10:1-10 

Tues. 

 

May 14  8:30am +Carl Bates (Spfld) 

Acts of the Apostles 1:15-17, 20-26;  

John 15:9-17 

Wed.  May 15 8:00am +Dale Bassett (Lamb) 

10:00am +Kenneth Wenisch (SJLH) 

Acts of the Apostles 12:24-13:5a;  

John 12:44-50 

Thurs. May 16 8:00am (Sanb) 

Acts of the Apostles 12:13-25;  

John 13:16-20 

Fri. 

 

May 17 8:30am +Gordon Fromm (Spfld) 

Acts of the Apostles 13:26-33;  

John 14:1-6 

Sat. May 18 5:30pm +Norbert Sturm (Spfd) 

Acts of the Apostles 13:44-52;  

John 14:7-14 

Sun. 

 

May 19 8:30am +Kelly Johnson (Spfd) 

10:30am -AFC (Lamb) 

Acts of the Apostles 14:21-27; Revelation 

21:1-5a; John 13:31-33a, 34-35 

Baptism: Pre-baptism classes required- Contact Fr. Phil 

Marriage: All Catholics are to contact their pastoral leader 

at least 6 months before their wedding 

 Prayer Chain 723-6636, 723-5757, 723-5651,  
  723-5670 
 Good Neighbor Thrift Store 723-5778   

 20 E Central, Springfield, MN 

 Office of Catholic Charities  866-670-5163 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  

 Saturday 4:45pm at St. Raphael 

 Sunday 10:15am at St. Joseph  

Bulletin Deadline: Wednesday at 1:00pm 

*Mass Stipend $10.00 

Church of St. Raphael & Area Office 
20 W Van Dusen Street ~ 507-723-4137 

Springfield MN 56087 

Email: straphael@newulmtel.net 
 

Church of St. Joseph 
400 W 2nd Ave, PO Box 458 ~ 507-752-7269 

Lamberton MN 56152 

& St. Thomas Oratory, Sanborn MN 

Email stjoseph@centurylink.net 
 

Pastor 

Fr. Phil Schotzko~ Office Phone: 723-4141 
phil.schotzko@newulmtel.net 
 

Deacon - Dcn. Barry Reindl  Phone: 723-5952 

barkmr7@gmail.com 
 

Pastoral Associate 
Sister Shirley Steines 507-752-7269 

Parish Phone    507-752-7269 
CCW Prayer Chain– Sister Shirley Steines 
 

Parish Secretary 
Raquel Kieper & Marie Amsden 723-4137 

straphael@newulmtel.net 
 

Parish Bookkeeper 
Connie Vogel   723-4137, fax 723-5409 

cvogel@newulmtel.net 
 

Faith Formation/Youth Ministry 
Erin Hauth   723-4138 

straysfaithformation@gmail.com 
 

School Principal 
Beth Steffl  723-4136 

straysprincipal@newulmtel.net 
 

School Secretary  

Bev Krueger   723-4135 
straysschooloffice@newulmtel.net 

The Mission of the Vine & Branches Area Faith Community empowered by the Holy Spirit is to bear fruit that will 

last as Jesus commanded: by celebrating and proclaiming our Catholic faith as disciples of Jesus using our  

God-given gifts; by reaching out to and welcoming all people; and by centering our lives on the Eucharist,  

sacraments, scripture, service and the teaching of the Church. 

http://www.vineandbranchesafc.org
mailto:straphael@newulmtel.net
mailto:stjoseph@centurylink.net
mailto:cvogel@newulmtel.net
mailto:straphaelspringfield@gmail.com
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From Sister Shirley ~  

 
Happy Mother’s Day!  
 

All of us are called to celebrate the joy and love with our families this weekend as we gather to have fun and share love 

with our mothers, grandmothers, godmothers, stepmothers, and special women in your life. For some of us we will re-

call the special touches, moments, treasures, stories and memories of wonderful mothers who are now enjoying their 

eternal reward in heaven. We all realize that mothers do not come with a manual but with great love that needs to be 

shared always. God bless all mothers living and deceased. 

 

The following paragraph is from Laudato Si by Pope Francis, paragraph 241. 

 “Mary, the Mother who cared for Jesus, now cares with maternal affection and pain for this wounded world. Just as her 

pierced heart mourned the death of Jesus, so now she grieves for the sufferings of the crucified poor and for the crea-

tures of this world laid waste by human power. Completely transfigured, she now lives with Jesus, and all creatures 

sing of her fairness. She is the Woman,” clothed in the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of 

twelve stars. Carried up into heaven, she is the mother and Queen of all creation. In her glorified body together with the 

Risen Christ, part of creation has reached the fullness of its beauty. She treasures the entire life of Jesus in her heart and 

now understands the meaning of all things. Hence, we can ask her to enable us to look at this world with eyes of wis-

dom.” 

                                                    ~ Sister Shirley~ 

From the Pastor ~    “Pastor” literally means shepherd.  This 4th  Sunday of Easter is always called Good 

Shepherd Sunday. Dick Folger in his reflection in Celebration shares this often-mentioned background to the Gospel 

image used by Jesus today: 
 

         “ Some shepherds in biblical times kept their sheep in the safety of a common sheepfold at night.  While the 

starry night sky wheeled above, the flocks would mingle together in the pen.  In the morning, when shepherds returned 

to take their flocks back out onto the hillsides for a day of grazing, the sheep were all mixed up.  When the animals 

heard the familiar voice of their shepherd, they recognized it.  As he called them out, his own flock would emerge 

from the group and his sheep would follow the sound of his voice. 

     Jesus used this practical Gospel story to teach us to listen for his familiar voice so that when he calls us out we may 

be able to follow him.” 

                

I love it when I get to a point in an assignment when I can recognize a caller just from the first words out of their 

mouth or when someone says “Oh, Hi, Father!”, even before I get a chance to identify myself when I call them.  And 

some I can recognize by their cologne that lingers in a room they have just exited. It happens often these days. 
 

The real point here is the time and work it takes to come to hear and recognize the voice of the true Shepherd when he 

is calling out to us.  There is nothing…absolutely nothing, more worthy of our attention than the word of the Lord that 

can be addressed personally and uniquely to you and me. His voice can come to us through the voice of a mother as 

we are reminded on Mother’s Day Weekend. It can also come from a father, a friend, a teacher or even bratty little 

brother or sister. Our Lord is always with us.  He knows us by name and calls out to us often. It just might be in the 

voice of another. 
 

Sunday is also World Day of Prayer for Vocations. Those prayers are heard when our ears get so tuned to the voice of 

the Good Shepherd that it leads us to ask the discerning questions about our next step in the journey of life. What are 

you calling us to do or say Lord?  How are you calling us to pray? Ultimately, how do you want me to use my gifts to 

serve you and your Kingdom? 
 

Let us pray that our graduates may truly understand the importance of listening to the Lord for their own happiness 

and joy of those around them. Bless them. Lord, with good ears and a willing spirit for you have their best interests in 

mind.  May they trust in you always.   

                                                ~Fr. Phil Schotzko~ 
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~Church of St. Joseph~ 

~Please also pray for those in Need ~   

Coming Events 

St. Joseph- 

Contribution Budget July 1, 2018- June 30, 2019 

 Annual  Budget Budget to Date Received to Date 

Adults $60,500.00 $53,653.95 $54,812.58 

Student $900.00 $778.95 $628.46 

Loose Plate $4,200.00 $4759.65 $4,454.97 

This week we remember these people in our prayers. 

     Robyn & Mike Schroepfer and Delores Schwanke 

Our Shepherd of the field:  

Msgr. Doug Grams 

May 12 10:30am Mass - Happy Mother’s Day 

May 14 6:30am NO BIBLE STUDY 

 7:00pm CCW Meeting 

May 15 8:00am Mass 

May 16 8:00am 
Mass - St. Thomas/Discussion 

Group 

May 19 10:30am Mass - Baccalaureate Mass 

 7:00pm 
Concert and Baccalaureate at Our 

Savior’s Lutheran Church 

Last Week’s Parish Revenue-St. Joseph 

Adult Envelopes  $3,544.39 

Student Envelopes $15.75 

Loose Plate $66.00 

Maintenance $20.00 

CRS $1,000.00 

Home Mission 20.00 

Easter $85.00 

Total Income  $4,751.14 

Dolores Berg Kris Redman Mary Arnoldi 

Pat Bauer Deb Ose Kay Weisbrich  

Dorothy Dietl Ken Benedict Carol Kretsch 

Ken Arnoldi Rosie Fromm Angie Axford 

Susanna Kronback Kathleen Stillo  

May 19, 2019 

  9:00am 

Servers Maia Scheffler 

  Emily DeCock 

Lector Cathy Graff 

EMC Gordy Wille 

  Emily Scheffler 

 Kathy Valentin 

Head Usher Doug DeCock 

  Darrel Graff 

  Jim Imker 

 Vern Hillesheim 

Gifts Doug DeCock Family 

Counters Cathy Graff & Katy Wille 

Videographer Candi VanMeveren 

25th Anniversary Celebration –Fr. Brian Mandel 

All are invited to a celebration of his 25th anniversary on 

May 26, 2019 at the Church of St. Philip, Litchfield. The 

celebration begins with Mass at 10:30, followed by lunch 

and an open house reception until 2:30pm.  

Please note date change!  St. Joseph’s CCW will meet 

Tuesday, May 14 at 7:00pm.  Our speaker  will be  

Austin Svejda—the new administrator at VVM.  This 

will be the last meeting of our 2018-1029 year. 

Did you know we have an Electric Contribution Form 

you fill out and turn into the Parish Office if you would 

like to schedule regular withdrawals from your account.  

This may be cancelled at anytime by you.  This form can 

be found at the church entrances or printed off of our 

website at:   

https://www.vineandbranchesafc.org/stewardship-1/ 

Annual Farm Mass will be Wednesday, June 26th at 

Jackie & Ardie Imker’s Farm at 7:00pm.  Everyone is 

invited to join us at 24794 120th St., Lamberton, MN.  

Please mark your calendar and plan to celebrate a great 

evening with our Area Faith Community, 

Thank you to our Faith Formation students and 

teachers for your donations of $55 and 41 

pounds of food for WAFER, our area Food 

Shelf.  They appreciate your generosity.   
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~Church of St. Raphael~ 

Check out Channel 8–Cablecast 

 St. Raphael Sunday Mass  

Every Tuesday at 5:00 pm & Friday at 6:00 pm. 

*Carpenter shop - Episode  3 

Every Tuesday at 11:00am & Thursday at 7:00pm.  

Prayer Corner 
Please remember in your prayers: 

 Our Shepherd of the Field: Fr. Bernard Steiner 

 Please pray for our parishioners this week~ 

Sun:    Luke & Tori Amsden Family 

Mon:   Ashley Anderson Family 

Tues:     Greg & Heather Anderson Family 

Wed:     Scott & Tammy Arnsdorf Family 

Thurs:  Corey & Crystal Augustin Family 

Fri:    Wayne & Connie Augustin 

Sat:       Randy & Amy Baier Family 
 

 Weekly Candle Intentions ($2.00 offering) 

 Special Intention BJT 

Special Intention TJT 

 Special Intention BEV   

 

 
Good Neighbor Thrift Store 

May 14 – 18  50% off Summer T’s and Shorts.  Con-

gratulations to Graduating Seniors.  Best of Luck in 

your future plans.  

Please join us for Mass on Sunday, May 12th to 

recognize and congratulate our 13 seniors that will 

graduate this May! 

 

 

Joseph Goedtke        Juliann Reindl 

Elizabeth Johnson      Anna Reiner 

Joseph Kaseforth       Brittany Rogotzke 

Kalie Kettner        Timothy Rogotzke 

Elijah Kirschstein       Luke Roiger 

Mackenzie Lothert     Jake Veenstra 

Hunter Mathiowetz                

Sausage from the Men’s Sausage  

Dinner is for sale in the Parish Office.  

We have Rings for $5.50 a ring.  Office 

hours are Monday - Thursday 8:00am-

4:00pm. 

Found...a Rosary was left on the roll table 

on April 27th.  It is light green/yellow in 

color.  If this Rosary belongs to you, please 

come to the Parish Office to claim. 

http://go.dynamiccatholic.com/jbTH0d1FH00pw2FSOfG0e00
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~Church of St. Raphael~ 
Meetings and Activities 

Contribution Budget July 1, 2018- June 30, 2019 

 Annual  Budget Budget to Date Received to Date 

Adults $255,000.00 $220,673.25 $214,548.90 

Gr. 7-12 $750.00 $649.35 $659.21 

Pre K-6 $2000.00 $1,731.15 $1,571.94 

Last week’s Parish Revenue 

Adult Envelopes $4,339.00 

High School Gr. 7-12 $0.00 

Children through Gr. 6 $131.90 

Loose  Plate $323.00 

Catholic Home Missions $120.00 

Easter $20.00 

Votive Candles $17.00 

Diocesan United Fund $35.00 

Red Heart $40.00 

Adopt a Student $430.00 

CHWC Donations $90.00 

Good Neighbor Thrift Store $572.50 

Total Income $6,118.40 

~Serving next Funeral will be Group I~ 

The 400 Club Winners this Week 

#19 Gloria Platz $65.00 

#15 Steve & Julie Platz $65.00 

May 12 8:30am Baccalaureate Mass 

May 13 1:00pm Craft Ladies Meet 

 7:00pm 
Prayer Shawl Group in  

Gathering Space 

May 14 8:30am 
Kindergarten Graduation 

Mass 

May 16  LAST DAY OF SCHOOL 

 7:00pm 
CCW Meeting in Gathering 

Space 

May 17 
9:00am-

4:00pm 
Adoration 

 10:00am 

Anointing Services at Down-

town Estates (open to non-

residents) 

May 20-

23 

8:30am-

11:30am 
Vacation Bible School 

May 18 & 19, 2019 

  5:30pm 8:30am 

Servers Skyla Dauer Abbey Rasset 

  Kallen Riederer Ely Streich 

  Zoie Riederer Mitchell Streich 

Lector Jack Hartjes Mary Lynn Nickel 

EMC Jack Hartjes Dcn. Barry Reindl 

  Scott Jones Shari Koll 

 Jill Riederer VOLUNTEER 

Accompanist TBD TBD 

Song Leader TBD TBD 

Rosary Julie Lassegard Jim Miesen 

Head Usher *Dan Miesen *Pat Sturm 

  George Tauer Ken Koll 

  Keith Riederer JD Davidson 

 VOLUNTEER Paul Tauer 

Communion SJLH Karen Brandl & Lisa Zihlke 

Videographer Julieann Reindl 

Did you know we have an Electric Contribution Form 

you fill out and turn into the Parish Office if you would 

like to schedule regular withdrawals from your account.  

This may be cancelled at anytime by you.  This form can 

be found at the church entrances or printed off of our 

website at:   

https://www.vineandbranchesafc.org/stewardship-1/ 

Videographers Wanted! 

We are looking for both youth and adults that 

are interested in learning how to run the 

church video equipment and record our week-

end mass.  If this is something that you would 

be interested in, please contact the Parish Office at 507-

723-4137 or Erin Hauth at 507-723-4138.  This is a great 

way to earn some community service hours and it looks 

great on scholarship applications! 
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~Faith Formation &Youth Ministry~  

Greetings ~  

 
On Monday, the school celebrated our 2nd graders who received their first communion on Sunday! We 

had cupcakes at lunch to honor and celebrate this milestone in their faith journey! Congratulations 

again to Xander Bigelow, Isabella Groebner, Brett Jensen, Delayna Johnson, Amelia Kieper,  

Kyla Peichel, Zoey Swing and Bryson Vogel!  

 

This week on Wednesday and Thursday we performed Aladdin Kids! The students worked so 

hard and did such an amazing job! I am incredibly proud of each and every student! During the 

two matinee performances, we hosted 439 students, staff and community members from area 

schools and organizations including St. Michaels in Morgan, St. Mary’s in Tracy, The Maples/ 

St. John’s Circle of Care in Springfield, St. John’s Grandkids, St. Mary’s in Sleepy Eye, St. 

Anne’s in Wabasso and Springfield Public Elementary. We had a full house for both evening performances as well! 

Thank you so much to our amazing staff who all played an integral role helping put this show together, to our dedicated 

parents and volunteers, to our generous donors who helped us purchase a projector for our backdrops, screen paint for 

the projector, and new microphones. Thank you also to our costume makers, set builders, makeup artists and volun-

teers, we could not have done this without you! Thank you to Marie Gervais who made over 600 cookies for our  

matinee performances, you are amazing! A very, very special thank you to Amber Swing whose creativity, vision and 

enthusiasm made this production such a wonderful and fun experience for our students! Thank you is simply not 

enough! 

 

Blessings, 

                                            ~Beth Steffl, Principal  

~St. Raphael School~  

 

Important Dates to Remember 

 May 20-May 23, 2019 - Vacation Bible School   

     8:30am-11:30am 

The Faith Formation/Atrium year has officially come to an end! 

It is always such a bittersweet feeling when Religious Education classes are out for the summer. During the year, it 

seems like you're counting down the weeks until there is one less thing on the schedule! But once the last day is finally 

over, a bit of sadness always comes. Although teaching K-11 Faith Formation can be a stressful and time consuming 

job, the blessings and rewards that come from it far outweigh everything else. 
 

It was a great year and lots of learning was done by both the students and the teachers! I could not have had a  

successful teaching year without the help and support of Fr. Phil and my dedicated catechists. Not many parents and 

parishioners understand the amount of time, love, and commitment these teachers put in every week to pass on the 

faith-- and they could never be given the amount of thanks they deserve. So if you see any of the below individuals, 

whether you have a child receiving Faith Formation or not, take some time to thank these catechists for raising up our 

future church! 
 

2018-2019 Catechists by grade: 
 

K-1: Elizabeth Johnson and Hannah Schmitz          7:  Christa and Jon Schilling 

2: Erin Hauth                           8:  Bob Sturm and Jill Riederer 

3-4: Amanda Rogotzke                      9-10:  Mike Rothmeier and Dan O’Callaghan 

5-6: Pat Dauer                           11:  Erin Hauth, Nick Dauer and Dcn. Barry Reindl 

K-6 Director's and Teacher's Assistant: Mary Mathiowetz    Grade 7 Substitute:  Elijah Kirschstein 
 

Pre-K-6 Atrium Teacher: Shelley Olson  

Grades 3-6 Server Trainer: Karen Reindl 
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~Upcoming Area Events~ 

 

Service Opportunities  

for all  

Faith Formation and college students!  
 

Vacation Bible School is looking for helpers from 

grades 5 and up to assist in crafts and games  

May 20th-23rd from 8:30-11:30am 
 

The Springfield Library Summer Reading Program has 

asked our  youth to assist them during their special 

event and craft days. If your child is able to help with 

one or all of these dates, please let Erin know. The 

dates are: 
 

Tuesday May 28th- Craft Day: 9:30am-2pm 

Tuesday June 11th- Craft Day: 9:30am-2pm 

Tuesday June 25th- Craft Day: 9:30am-2pm 

Tuesday July 2nd- Planetarium set-up: 9-10am 

A new VIRTUS Training Session has 

been added for Monday, May 20, 2019 

from 6:00pm-9:00pm at the Campus Reli-

gious Center, Marshall.  You can register 

online through the diocesan website  

www.dnu.org/safeenviromnent by click-

ing on the large red button in the left margin of the 

main Safe Environment Web page.   

Change for Life: Life is the most precious gift of all, 

and now you have the opportunity to make a difference 

in the life of an unborn child.  We are announcing our 

participation in Choices Pregnancy Center’s Change 

for Life Fundraiser. Each family may pick up a beauti-

ful little baby bottle to use to demonstrate how you 

feel about the precious gift of life. This empty bottle 

represents the potential in each unborn life just waiting 

to be filled with all the future holds.  Today, let us 

honor our mothers and fathers by helping others to 

make life-giving choices.  Fill this bottle with spare 

change and return it to church on Father’s Day, to help 

Choices Pregnancy Center in its ministry to pregnant 

and parenting women. 
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