
  

 

Vine & Branches  
Area Faith Community 

www.vineandbranchesafc.org 
 

May 26, 2019 

6th Sunday of Easter 

I am the vine, you are 
the branches.  
Whoever remains in 
me and I in him will 
bear much fruit,  
because without me 
you can do nothing. 

John 15:5  

Liturgies This Week 

Mon.    May 27 No Mass  
Acts of the Apostles 16:11-15;  

John 15:26-16:4a 

Tues. 

 

May 28  8:30am +Doris Savage (Spfld) 

Acts of the Apostles 16:22-34;  

John 16:5-11 

Wed.  May 29 8:00am  (Lamb) 

10:00am +-Lassegard Family (SJLH) 

Acts of the Apostles 17:15, 22-18:1;  

John 16:12-15 

Thurs. May 30 8:00am (Sanb) 

Acts of the Apostles 18:1-8;  

John 16:16-20 

Fri. 

 

May 31 8:30am +Francis Boyle (Spfld) 

Zephaniah 3:14; Luke 1:39-56 

Sat. June 1 5:30pm +Bill Vogel (Spfd) 

Acts of the Apostles 18:21-28;  

John 16:23b-28 

Sun. 

 

June 2 8:30am +-AFC (Spfd) 

10:30am +Harold Koppes (Lamb) 

Acts of the Apostles 1:1-11;  

Ephesians 1:17-23; Luke 24:46-53 

Baptism: Pre-baptism classes required- Contact Fr. Phil 

Marriage: All Catholics are to contact their pastoral leader 

at least 6 months before their wedding 

 Prayer Chain 723-6636, 723-5757, 723-5651,  
  723-5670 
 Good Neighbor Thrift Store 723-5778   

 20 E Central, Springfield, MN 

 Office of Catholic Charities  866-670-5163 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  

 Saturday 4:45pm at St. Raphael 

 Sunday 10:15am at St. Joseph  

Bulletin Deadline: Wednesday at 1:00pm 

*Mass Stipend $10.00 

Church of St. Raphael & Area Office 
20 W Van Dusen Street ~ 507-723-4137 

Springfield MN 56087 

Email: straphael@newulmtel.net 
 

Church of St. Joseph 
400 W 2nd Ave, PO Box 458 ~ 507-752-7269 

Lamberton MN 56152 

& St. Thomas Oratory, Sanborn MN 

Email stjoseph@centurylink.net 
 

Pastor 

Fr. Phil Schotzko~ Office Phone: 723-4141 
phil.schotzko@newulmtel.net 
 

Deacon - Dcn. Barry Reindl  Phone: 723-5952 

barkmr7@gmail.com 
 

Pastoral Associate 
Sister Shirley Steines 507-752-7269 

Parish Phone    507-752-7269 
CCW Prayer Chain– Sister Shirley Steines 
 

Parish Secretary 
Raquel Kieper & Marie Amsden 723-4137 

straphael@newulmtel.net 
 

Parish Bookkeeper 
Connie Vogel   723-4137, fax 723-5409 

cvogel@newulmtel.net 
 

Faith Formation/Youth Ministry 
Erin Hauth   723-4138 

straysfaithformation@gmail.com 
 

School Principal 
Beth Steffl  723-4136 

straysprincipal@newulmtel.net 
 

School Secretary  

Bev Krueger   723-4135 
straysschooloffice@newulmtel.net 

The Mission of the Vine & Branches Area Faith Community empowered by the Holy Spirit is to bear fruit that will 

last as Jesus commanded: by celebrating and proclaiming our Catholic faith as disciples of Jesus using our  

God-given gifts; by reaching out to and welcoming all people; and by centering our lives on the Eucharist,  

sacraments, scripture, service and the teaching of the Church. 

http://www.vineandbranchesafc.org
mailto:straphael@newulmtel.net
mailto:stjoseph@centurylink.net
mailto:cvogel@newulmtel.net
mailto:straphaelspringfield@gmail.com
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From Sister Shirley ~  
The gospel weekly readings for these weeks of Easter have been about peace, and love. The following is a reflection 

written by Sr. Bridget Haase, OSU on “Peace I leave with you” (John 14:27) in the Living with Christ booklet. 

 

“Often I wonder exactly what Jesus had in mind when he bestowed his gift of peace upon us. Maybe that’s just the 

point. It’s up to each one of us to untie the bow and undo the wrapping. We may discover that PEACE is a collection 

of special graces permeating our lives: 

Practicing non-violence through encouraging words and compassionate actions; 

Evoking calm while others around us are agitated and irritable; 

Accepting difficult situations with grace and serenity as we work toward conflict solutions; 

Challenging ourselves and others to seek local and global justice; and 

Entrusting our lives to God  in faith-filled surrender and exuberant hope, 

As we celebrate Christ’s resurrection, may peace reign in our hearts and in our world. Both will happen…if we  

gradually unwrap the present.” 

 

This is the weekend we remember the men and women who have served so generously and courageously for our  

country and families. Let us remember those who died while serving our country. We also pray for our family members 

and friends who have been called to their eternal reward since Memorial Day 2018. Many of us have said “good-by to 

loved ones.” 

 

PEACE! 

                                                    ~ Sister Shirley~ 

From the Pastor ~  With graduations this past week we may have become aware that life is full of endings and 

new beginnings. A couple of big ones came into focus for me in a letter from Marie Gervais addressed to all the St. 

Raphael’s parishioners. I will let it speak for itself.  We are deeply grateful to Marie and Duane, Arland and Cher and 

all the crew who have worked continually on Farmfest for 26 years.            ~Fr. Phil Schotzko~ 

*********************************************************************************************** 

To our fellow parishioners, 

26 years ago Arland, Cher, Duane and I met with Sister Thomasin on an idea she had.  Farmfest was coming to 

Gilfillan and they were looking for someone (non-profits) to run the food stands.  After a few meetings and input from 

other parishioners we said yes.  We would do it for four years – 2 as leaders, 2 as co-leaders.  This is the longest 4 

years we have ever had.  We have had a lot of fun working with everyone as a parish to make it happen.   Some of you 

have been with us since day one.  Others have come onboard later and stayed.   

In the beginning we had a very large menu, the Pink Lady – Marie Wertisch – who played the piano on sight, over 

noon hour and Donnie Richert, who knowing we would be there at 6:00 was there at 5:30 just to have everything 

ready.   

We had a building that had to be put up and taken down every year and leaked when it rained.  Fresh homemade pies 

were on the menu everyday along with grilled hamburgers – grease everywhere.  Who can forget Sister Donna and 

Sister Thomasin calling in their orders – 2 with – 1 without (that meant cheese and no cheese). 

Over the years we condensed our menu, poured a cement floor and put up a permanent building.  We went from pies 

to cookies to poppy seed cake (Sharon (Ron) Sturm and Mary Ann Tauer), and we still had a lot of fun.  But as they 

say, “all good things must come to an end.” 

So when Farmfest ends this year we will be hanging up our aprons and hats.  If any of you thought about helping and 

kept putting it off, this is the year to do it.  Come watch the kids work the ice cream stand, hear Ron Strum (on 

Wednesday) tell everyone our beef only comes from contented cows or just want to work and see how it all went, 

please do so.  To date, we as a parish netted over $216,000.00.00.  Thanks to all of our faithful volunteers both at 

school and on site.  Hope to see you in August for 1 more great year. 

                                        Thank you and God Bless,  Marie Gervais  
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~Church of St. Joseph~ 

~Please also pray for those in Need ~   

Coming Events 

St. Joseph- 

Contribution Budget July 1, 2018- June 30, 2019 

 Annual  Budget Budget to Date Received to Date 

Adults $60,500.00 $56,038.57 $56,712.58 

Student $900.00 $813.57 $641.46 

Loose Plate $4,200.00 $4,971.19 $4,652.48 

This week we remember these people in our prayers. 

     Sherry & Brad Sevcik and Trish & Jay Simonson 

Our Shepherd of the field:  

Msgr. Doug Grams 

May 26 10:30am Mass 

May 27  Memorial Day 

May 28 6:30am Bible Study 

May 29 8:00am Mass 

May 30 8:00am 
Mass - St. Thomas/Discussion 

Group 

Last Week’s Parish Revenue-St. Joseph 

Adult Envelopes  $1,000.00 

Student Envelopes $11.00 

Loose Plate $80.51 

Catholic Communication Cam $30.00 

Matching Grant #4270 $1,500.00 

Total Income  $2,621.51 

Dolores Berg Kris Redman Mary Arnoldi 

Pat Dauer Bruce Olson Kay Weisbrich  

Dorothy Dietl Ken Benedict Carol Kretsch 

Ken Arnoldi Rosie Fromm Angie Axford 

Roger Steines Deb Ose Susanna Kronback 

Marlene Steines   

June 2, 2019 

  10:30 am 

Servers Celia Vogel 

  Elizabeth Strock 

Lector Austin Svejda 

EMC Jackie Imker 

  Jeanna Olson 

 Teresa Wenisch 

Head Usher Jim Olson 

  Jeanna Olson 

  Dave Wille 

 Michael Hubert 

Gifts Jim & Jeanna Olson 

Counters Fred Berg & Teresa Wenisch 

Videographer Candi VanMeveren 

Annual Farm Mass will be Wednesday, 

June 26th at Jackie & Ardie Imker’s 

Farm at 7:00pm.  Everyone is invited to 

join us at 24794 120th St., Lamberton, 

MN.  Please mark your calendar and plan 

to celebrate a great evening with our Area Faith  

Community. 

Change for Life:  Thank you for taking and  

displaying the beautiful little baby bottle.  Please fill 

your bottle with extra change and return it on  

Father’s Day.  The money will be used by Choices 

Pregnancy Center to help young women in crisis 

choose life for their babies, discover hope for the 

future, and make Changes for Life! 

Spring Church Cleaning 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, June 3-5 
 

Sign up sheet for jobs and their  

descriptions are on posters in church  

entry.  Please sign up for a job and cross 

it off list when completed. All jobs are to 

be completed by Wednesday, June 5.   
 

If you would like to start your job prior to June 3rd, 

please feel free to.  Thank you, Questions call Robyn 

Schroepfer 507-276-8229 or Sandy DeCock  

507-227-5351.  
 

All are welcome...women, men and youth! 
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~Church of St. Raphael~ 

Check out Channel 8–Cablecast 

 St. Raphael Sunday Mass  

Every Tuesday at 5:00 pm & Friday at 6:00 pm. 

*Carpenter shop - Episode  5 

Every Tuesday at 11:00am & Thursday at 7:00pm.  

Prayer Corner 
Please remember in your prayers: 

 Our Shepherd of the Field: Fr. Bernard Steiner 

 Please pray for our parishioners this week~ 

Sun:    Dennis & Karen Baumann 

Mon:   Kristen Baumann Family 

Tues:     Richard & Pamela Baumann 

Wed:     John & Jean Baynes 

Thurs:  Marty & Kristine Becker Family 

Fri:    Kurt & Theresa Beckman Family 

Sat:       Thomas & Michelle Berberich Family 
 

 Weekly Candle Intentions ($2.00 offering) 

 Special Intention BJT 

Special Intention TJT 

 Special Intention BEV   

 

 

 

 

Good Neighbor Thrift  Closed Memorial Day May 27th.    

50% off Clothing May 30, Last Thursday of the Month. 

Good Neighbor Thrift Store 

A new VIRTUS Training Session has 

been added for Friday, June 21, 2019 

from 7:00pm-10:00pm at St. Mary’s 

School, Bird Island.  You can register 

online through the diocesan website  

www.dnu.org/safeenviromnent by  

clicking on the large red button in the left margin of the 

main Safe Environment Web page.   

Found...a Rosary was left on the roll table 

on April 27th.  It is light green/yellow in 

color.  If this Rosary belongs to you, please 

come to the Parish Office to claim. 

We are planting a row of arborvitae 

bushes to act as a snow fence west of 

Father’s garage.  Thank you to those 

who have donated, we have them all 

covered! 

2 trees in memory of Kelly Johnson 

2 trees in memory of Dr. Francis Boyle 

1 tree in memory of Marie Schotzko 

1 tree donated by Curt & Andrea Erickson 

Changes for Life collection boxes are located in the 

back of church and in the gathering space.  Please take 

one home and fill it with extra change and return it on  

Father’s Day.  The money will be used by First Choice 

Pregnancy Services to help young women in crisis 

choose life for their babies, discover hope for the future, 

and make Changes for Life! 

                       Happy 42nd Ordination Anniversary  

Father Philip Schotzko 

On May 29, 2019. 

Thank you for your loving service to 

the Church. 

May God bless you abundantly in 

your priestly ministry. 

There will be a Knights of Columbus 

meeting on Tuesday, May 28th at 

6:30pm in the Holy Family 

Room.  Agenda items for this month are 

Rosary Garden, St. John's Cookout, TV 

Raffle, Beer Tent and distribution of 

funds.  For more than 10 years, I have had the  

privilege of working with a group of faithful men in this 

council.  Many times I have not felt very faith filled and 

have relied on them for support and  

guidance that is in tune with our Catholic faith.   My 

KC journey began with a bit of reluctance which was 

transformed into a feeling of gratitude in being able to 

help out in a small way.   Men of Christ, start your own 

journey with the Knights of Columbus, see you at Tues-

day's meeting.  Blessings will follow.   

                          Sincerely, John Miesen  Grand Knight 

Annual Farm Mass will be Wednesday, 

June 26th at Jackie & Ardie Imker’s 

Farm at 7:00pm.  Everyone is invited to 

join us at 24794 120th St., Lamberton, 

MN.  Please mark your calendar and plan 

to celebrate a great evening with our Area Faith  

Community. 
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~Church of St. Raphael~ 
Meetings and Activities 

Contribution Budget July 1, 2018- June 30, 2019 

 Annual  Budget Budget to Date Received to Date 

Adults $255,000.00 $230,480.95 $235,034.99 

Gr. 7-12 $750.00 $678.21 $69.58 

Pre K-6 $2000.00 $1,808.09 $1,657.84 

Last week’s Parish Revenue 

Adult Envelopes $3,233.00 

High School Gr. 7-12 $0.00 

Children through Gr. 6 $20.00 

Loose  Plate $301.00 

Diocesan United Fund $81.00 

Candles $50.00 

Red Heart $20.00 

Ascension $3.00 

Gym Rental $90.00 

Good Neighbor Thrift Store $475.60 

Total Income $4,273.60 

~Serving next Funeral will be Group B~ 

The 400 Club Winner this Week 

#344 Andrea Erickson $65.00 

#311 Ralph Petersen $65.00 

Banns of Marriage II 

Tyler Kohout & Sonja Fiedler will be  

united in Marriage on June 8, 2019 

Address, Phone, Membership Changes???? 

Please remember to update the office on 

any address, phone or membership  

changes for yourself or your children,  

especially if they have completed their 

post high school education. Thank you! 

Please remember in your prayers, Ruth 

Schneider, whose funeral was Monday this 

past week at. We extend our prayers and  

sympathy to her family and friends. 

May 27  MEMORIAL DAY 

  
NO Craft Ladies meeting 

this week 

  
NO Prayer Shawl Group 

this week 

May 28 6:30pm 
KC Meeting in Holy Family 

Room 

May 25 & 26, 2019 

  5:30pm 8:30am 

Servers Juliana Lechuga Luke Roiger 

  Kameron Bigelow Noah Vogel 

  Jada Reese Carson Arnsdorf 

Lector Pat Dauer Jim Miesen 

EMC Duane Dauer Alice Fasnacht 

  Pat Dauer Chris Tauer 

 Scott Jones Donna Krueger 

Accompanist Julie Prechel Goedtke Family 

Song Leader TBD Goedtke Family 

Rosary Jane Irlbeck Jackie Roiger 

Head Usher *David Roiger *Mike Vogel 

  Rich Dauer Ryan Vogel 

  Terry Ochs John Moritz 

 Dale Lindmeier VOLUNTEER 

Communion SJLH Laura Bast & Dotty DeLambert 

Videographer Mason Kretsch 

Next week, our special  

collection is for the Catholic 

Communication Campaign. 

This campaign connects peo-

ple with Christ in the United States and in develop-

ing countries around the world through the Internet, 

television, radio, and print media. Fully 50% of 

funds collected remain here in the New Ulm Diocese 

to fund local communications efforts. Your support 

helps spread the Gospel message!   

To learn more, visit www.usccb.org/ccc. 
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~Upcoming Area Events~ 

 

25th Anniversary Celebration –Fr. Brian Mandel 

All are invited to a celebration of his 25th 

anniversary on May 26, 2019 at the Church 

of St. Philip, Litchfield. The celebration 

begins with Mass at 10:30, followed by 

lunch and an open house reception until 

2:30pm.  

Service Opportunities  

for all  

Faith Formation and college students!  
 

The Springfield Library Summer Reading Program has 

asked our  youth to assist them during their special 

event and craft days. If your child is able to help with 

one or all of these dates, please let Erin know. The 

dates are: 
 

Tuesday May 28th- Craft Day: 9:30am-2pm 

Tuesday June 11th- Craft Day: 9:30am-2pm 

Tuesday June 25th- Craft Day: 9:30am-2pm 

Tuesday July 2nd- Planetarium set-up: 9-10am 

Change for Life: Life is the most pre-

cious gift of all, and now you have the 

opportunity to make a difference in the life 

of an unborn child.  We are announcing 

our participation in Choices Pregnancy 

Center’s Change for Life Fundraiser. Each 

family may pick up a beautiful little baby 

bottle to use to demonstrate how you feel about the 

precious gift of life. This empty bottle represents the 

potential in each unborn life just waiting to be filled 

with all the future holds.  Today, let us honor our 

mothers and fathers by helping others to make life-

giving choices.  Fill this bottle with spare change and 

return it to church on Father’s Day, to help Choices 

Pregnancy Center in its ministry to pregnant and  

parenting women. 

Please join us for Pastor Frethem’s Retirement 

Sunday, June 9, 2019 

Open House 2:00-4:00pm with a program at 2:30pm 

Zion Lutheran Church  

112 W Central 

Springfield, MN This past week we had Vacation Bible School Monday-

Thursday morning with about 40 participants! The 

theme was "World Changer." All of the children were 

encouraged to think about different ways they can 

change the world by the little things they do and say. 

They also were asked to memorize and reflect on the 

verse: "For we are God's masterpiece, created in Christ 

Jesus to do good works, which God has prepared in 

advance for us to do." Ephesians Chapter 2:10  

 

Through the various crafts, play time, Christian dance 

videos, and learning about different Saints, fun was had 

by both the children and the volunteers! 

 

VBS couldn't have been successful without the help of 

all the students and teachers who volunteered. Thank 

you to everyone who gave their time and love to the 

children, and to all the parents who supported their 

child/ren in growing in their faith this summer! 
 


