
  

 

The Mission of the Vine & Branches Area Faith Community empowered by the Holy Spirit is to bear fruit that will 

last as Jesus commanded: by celebrating and proclaiming our Catholic faith as disciples of Jesus using our  

God-given gifts; by reaching out to and welcoming all people; and by centering our lives on the Eucharist,  

sacraments, scripture, service and the teaching of the Church. 

Baptism: Pre-baptism classes required- Contact Fr. Phil 

Marriage: All Catholics are to contact their pastoral leader at 

least 6 months before their wedding 

 Prayer Chain 723-6636, 723-5757, 723-5651, 723-5670 

 Good Neighbor Thrift Store 723-5778   

      20 E Central, Springfield, MN 

 Office of Catholic Charities  866-670-5163 

Church of St. Raphael & Area Office 
20 W Van Dusen Street ~ 507-723-4137 

Springfield MN 56087 

Email: straphael@newulmtel.net 
 

Church of St. Joseph 
400 W 2nd Ave, PO Box 458 ~ 507-752-7269 

Lamberton MN 56152 

& St. Thomas Oratory, Sanborn MN 

Email stjoseph@centurylink.net 
 

Pastor 

Fr. Phil Schotzko~ Office Phone: 723-4141 

phil.schotzko@newulmtel.net 
 

Deacon - Dcn. Barry Reindl 
 

Pastoral Associate 
Sister Shirley Steines 507-752-7269 

Parish Phone    507-752-7269 
CCW Prayer Chain– Sister Shirley Steines 
 

Parish Secretary 
Marie Amsden  &  Mary Beth Hoffmann  723-4137 

straphael@newulmtel.net 
 

Parish Bookkeeper 
Connie Vogel   723-4137, fax 723-5409 

cvogel@newulmtel.net 
 

School Principal 
Beth Steffl  723-4136 

straysprincipal@newulmtel.net 
 

School Secretary  

Bev Krueger   723-4135 
straysschooloffice@newulmtel.net 
 

Faith Formation/Youth Ministry 
Erin Hauth   723-4138 

straysfaithformation@gmail.com 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  

 Saturday 4:45pm at St. Raphael 

 Sunday 10:15am at St. Joseph  

Liturgies This Week 

Mon.    Nov. 12 

 

 No Mass   

Titus 1:1-9; Luke 17:1-6 

Tues. 

 

Nov. 13 
 

No Mass  (Spfd) 

Titus 2:1-8. 11-14; Luke 17:7-10 

Wed.  Nov. 14 10:00am Word & Communion (SJLH) 

Titus 3:1-7; Luke 17:11-19 

Thurs. Nov. 15 8:00am Word & Communion  (Sanb) 

Philemon 7-20; Luke 17:20-25 

Fri. 

 

Nov. 16 

 

8:30 am Word & Communion (Spfd) 

2 John 4-9; Luke 17:26-37 

Sat. Nov. 17 

 

5:30pm Mass + Gerald Juenemann (Spfd) 

3 John 5-8; Luke 18:1-8 

Sun. 
 

Nov. 18 
 

8:30am Mass + Eugene & Gladys Lang (Spfd)  

10:30am Mass + Gary Weisbrich (Lamb)  

Daniel 12:1-3; Hebrews 10:11-14; Mark 

13:24-32 

Bulletin Deadline: Wednesday at 1:00pm 

 Mass Stipend $10.00 

Vine & Branches  
Area Faith Community 

www.vineandbranchesafc.org 
 

November 11, 2018 

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

I am the vine, you are 
the branches.  
Whoever remains in 
me and I in him will 
bear much fruit,  
because without me 
you can do nothing. 

John 15:5  

mailto:straphael@newulmtel.net
mailto:stjoseph@centurylink.net
mailto:cvogel@newulmtel.net
mailto:straphaelspringfield@gmail.com
http://www.vineandbranchesafc.org
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From Sister Shirley ~ 
 

Additional quotes from ‘Rejoice and Be Glad” by Pope Francis’ 

    “We need a spirit of holiness capable of filling our solitude and our service, our personal life and our  

evangelizing efforts, so that every moment can be an expression of self-sacrificing love in the Lord’s eyes. In 

this way, every minute of our lives can be a step along the path to growth in holiness.” 

 

“Do not be afraid of holiness. It will take away none of your energy, vitality or joy. On the contrary, 

you will become what the Father had in mind when he created you, and you will be faithful to your deepest 

self. To depend on God sets us free from every form of enslavement and leads us to recognize our great      

dignity. We see this in Saint Josephine Bakhita: “Abducted and sold into slavery at the tender age of seven, 

she suffered much at the hands of cruel masters. But she came to understand the profound truth that God, and 

not man, is the true Master of every human being, of every human life. This experience became a source of 

great wisdom for this humble daughter of Africa.” 

 

 Please join us for our Omelet Breakfast at the Lamberton Legion on Sunday, November 18th.  Serv-

ing is from 8:30 am – 12:30 pm. See ad on page 3 

From the Pastor ~   
  

       “Do not underestimate the power of the poor.” This phrase just came to me as I sat down to write a 

message for our Area Faith Community Bulletin and the local paper. I have not seen it written anywhere.  It 

surfaces from deep within my known experience of living with and being touched by those whom many U.S. 

citizens would call “the Poor”.  Actually, if you are reading this in the Springfield Advance Press, I will have 

just returned from a mission trip to Guatemala. 
 

I will have felt again the power of love coming from people who have so little to give in material things.  Yet 

they have a  joyful spirit and gladly share the little they have. I also have the Scripture stories from this week 

running around in me,  (Kings 17:10-16 and Mark 12:41-44) about the poor widows who gave from their 

desperate poverty.  It wasn’t the cup of water, the piece of bread or tiny coins that were so note-worthy, 

rather, it was the trust and courage to give away the last bit of what they had to  live on. Their real gift and 

inspiration is the powerful example of sacrificial love of God and neighbor. 
 

While I am gone from Minnesota a priest from Food For The Poor will offer coverage for me and  extend an 

invitation to recognize that the needs of “the Poor” are our own. That is another great power of the 

poor…  they have the ability to crack through our facade of wealth, education and possessions and help us to 

realize that we share with them the very same, flawed humanity.  We have no superiority…no reason to be a 

proud have-it-all or know-it all. Rather, we are sinners of the same tribe…the loved human race. 
 

When I go to San Lucas, I physically tower over the natives who average about five feet tall.  However, 

because I do not speak or understand their native language and because I do not catch the cultural and social 

cues of a native born citizen, I feel very small and vulnerable.  I must rely on their good will and their 

generosity. There is no buying my way into their hearts by what I have to give.  Where is only letting myself 

be loved on their terms.  Is this not the way that Jesus loves and saves us from our false riches?   

                Yes, do not underestimate the power of the poor!       

                                    

                                          Fr. Phil Schotzko 
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~Church of St. Joseph~ 

Dolores Berg Pat Dauer Mary Arnoldi 

Kathleen Stillo Jim Berg  Kay Weisbrich  

Dorothy Dietl Ken Benedict Carol Kretsch 

Shirley Simonson   

~Please also pray for those in Need ~   

Last Week’s Parish Revenue-St. Joseph 

Adult Envelopes  $1,473.00 

Student Envelopes 16.35 

Loose Plate 77.89 

All Saints 272.00 

Omelet Breakfast 15.00 

Utility Fund 30.00 

Total Income  $1,884.24 

Coming Events 

St. Joseph- 

Contribution Budget July 1, 2018- June 30, 2019 

 Annual  Budget Budget to Date Received to Date 

Adults $60,500.00 $22,653.89 $23,610.36 

Student $900.00 $328.89 $213.18 

Loose Plate $4,200.00 $2,009.63 $1,804.22 

This week we remember these people in our prayers. 

Amber & Joel Demuth and Carol & Mike Determan 

Our Shepherd of the field:  

Msgr. Doug Grams 

Nov. 11 10:30am Mass 

Nov. 13 6:30am Bible Study 

Nov. 14  NO Mass 

 6:45pm Faith Formation Classes 

Nov. 15 8:00am 
No Mass or discussion group- 

St. Thomas 

Nov. 18 10:30am Mass- Omelet Breakfast 

Please join us for our Omelet Breakfast at the Lamberton Legion on Sunday, November 18th.   

Serving is from 8:30 am – 12:30 pm. Menu: 3 egg Omelet w/choice of chopped ham, pork sausage, on-

ions, green peppers, and mushrooms, served with a muffin, fruit, coffee, and juice.  Cost is $8 per person. 

Everyone is invited. Come and enjoy a delicious breakfast and socializing with friends and community members.  

November 18, 2018 

  10:30am 

Servers Maia Scheffler 

  Emily DeCock 

Lector Cathy Graff   

EMC Gordy Wille 

  Emily Scheffler 

  Kathy Valentin 

Usher Doug DeCock 

  Darrel Graff 

 Jim Imker 

  Jared Schroepfer 

Gifts Doug DeCock Family 

Counters Cathy Graff 

 Katy Wille 

Video Charly Furth 

Next Sunday is Commitment Sunday for the 2018 

Diocesan Ministries Appeal.  

Watching the video today, we 

are reminded of the good work 

the DMA is doing in ministries 

too big for parishes to do 

alone, but ministries that are 

important to us.  Remember, in supporting the 

DMA, we contribute to those important ministries 

in the diocese, but we also support the project we 

have identified for our parish -a New Sound System  

As you reflect on what your pledge should be, 

prayerfully keep in mind God’s generosity to you.  

The DMA offers a great opportunity to make return 

to God of the blessings we have received.  This year 

with the theme “A Gift of Self,” Bishop LeVoir 

invites us to consider all that we can accomplish 

when people and parishes work together. Be as-

sured that contributions to the DMA will be used 

only for the benefit of the ministries designated in 

the brochure and no other purpose. 
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~Church of St. Raphael~ 

Check out Channel 8–Cablecast 

 St. Raphael Sunday Mass  

Every Tuesday at 5:00 pm & Friday at 6:00 pm. 

 Seven Sacraments-  Matrimony, Part II-Episode 13 

Every Tuesday at 11:00am & Thursday at 7:00pm.  

Good Neighbor Thrift Store 
 

 

Please join us Wednesday November 14th for the 

Springfield Holiday Open House  

from 5 – 7:30pm     

50% off Storewide,  Door Prizes and Refreshments. 

Prayer Corner 
Please remember in your prayers: 

 Our Shepherd of the Field: Fr. Bernard Steiner 

 Please pray for our parishioners this week~ 

Sun:    Wallace & Myrtle Reiner 

Mon:   Steven & Marie Renner 

Tues:     Shayne & Casey Rice Family 

Wed:     David & Joan Richert  

Thurs:  Gary & Colleen Richert 

Fri:    Joan Richert 

Sat:       Michael & Kaye Richert 
 

 Weekly Candle Intentions ($2.00 offering) 

·Special Intention   ·Special Intention VM 

·Special Intention YM 

Next Sunday is Commitment Sunday for the 2018 

Diocesan Ministries Appeal.  

Watching the video today, we 

are reminded of the good work 

the DMA is doing in ministries 

too big for parishes to do 

alone, but ministries that are 

important to us.  Remember, in supporting the 

DMA, we contribute to those important ministries 

in the diocese, but we also support the project we 

have identified for our parish - Repairing the Roof 

on the Auditorium Kitchen.  As you reflect on what 

your pledge should be, prayerfully keep in mind 

God’s generosity to you.  The DMA offers a great 

opportunity to make return to God of the blessings 

we have received.  This year with the theme “A 

Gift of Self,” Bishop LeVoir invites us to consider 

all that we can accomplish when people and parish-

es work together. Be assured that contributions to 

the DMA will be used only for the benefit of the 

ministries designated in the brochure and no other 

purpose. 

Next weekend we welcome Father David Delich from 

Food for the Poor Inc.  Food for the Poor is a ministry 

built on faith and trust.  It feeds hundreds of thousands of 

people every day primarily in 17 countries throughout the 

Caribbean and Latin America.  As a Christian charity, 

they take their responsibility to be good stewards of your 

donations very seriously. 
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~Church of St. Raphael~ 

Meetings and Activities 

Contribution Budget July 1, 2018- June 30, 2019 

 Annual  Budget Budget to Date Received to Date 

Adults $255,000.00 $93,173.15 $76,059.98 

Gr. 7-12 $1000.00 $274.17 $10.00 

Pre K-6 $2000.00 $730.93 $416.48 

Last week’s Parish Revenue 

Adult Envelopes $5,737.56 

High School Gr. 7-12 -0- 

Children through Gr. 6 7.00 

Loose  Plate 323.00 

Capital Improvement 20.00 

World Mission 10.00 

Red Heart 65.00 

All Saints 297.00 

DUF 35.00 

Adopt a student 165.00 

Campaign for Human Develp. 5.00 

Religious Retirement 5.00 

Thanksgiving 15.00 

Immac. Conception 15.00 

400 Club Profit 11,908.00 

Adult choir donation 75.00 

Rent 50.00 

Coffee Connection 22.00 

Candle, Votives 9.75 

Good Neighbor Thrift Store 761.30 

Total Income $19,525.61 

Nov. 12 1:00pm Craft Ladies Meet 

 3:15-5:00pm Level 3 Atrium 

 7:00pm 
Prayer Shawl Group- Gathering 

Space 

Nov. 14 3:30-4:45pm K-6 FF/ Level 2 Atrium 

 7:15-8:30pm FF grades 7-11 

Nov. 15 3:15-4:45pm Level 1 Atrium 

 7:00pm 
CCW Meeting in Gathering 

Space 

Nov. 16 9:00am-4:00pm Adoration 

Nov. 18 8:30am-12:30pm St. Joseph Omelet Breakfast 

Nov. 19 1:00pm Craft Ladies Meet 

 3:15-5:00pm Level 3 Atrium 

~Serving next Funeral will be Group E~ 

The 400 Club Winners this Week 

#150 Laura Bast $65.00 

#339  Jerry Hauth $65.00 

November 17 & 18, 2018 

  5:30pm 8:30am 

Servers Kameron Bigelow Brody Sturm 

  Jada Reese Brayden Sturm 

  Volunteer Brooklyn Sturm 

Lector Pat Dauer Elijah Kirschstein 

EMC Pat Dauer Karen Reindl 

 Duane Dauer Alice Fasnacht 

  Volunteer Kathy Kirschstein 

Accompanist TBD Sharon Pieschel 

Song Leader TBD -------------------- 

Rosary Julie Lassegard Jim Miesen 

Head Usher *David Roiger *Steve Woidylla 

  Dan Miesen Donna Woidylla 

  Rich Dauer Jake Veenstra 

  Volunteer Shari Roiger 

Communion SJLH Dale Lindmeier & Diane Hauth 

Videographer Joseph Hoffmann 

The Church and Church Basement carpet will 

be cleaned between late morning of  

November 22nd  & November 23rd.  

The Church & basement will be not 

accessible until the morning of   

Saturday November 24. Thank you. 
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~Faith Formation &Youth Ministry~  

~St. Raphael School~ 

Greetings! 

This week we had parent/teacher conferences. This is a time when the teachers and parents meet together to 

discuss the progress their children are making in school so far this year! The teachers and staff are truly partners in 

education with the parents, so this is a wonderful time to collaborate ideas and come together. Our joint and ultimate 

goal is helping each child succeed. 

On Friday, we celebrated Veterans day with a special program to honor Veterans. Our local American Le-

gion branch, the school children, parents, grandparents and friends of St. Raphael School were in attendance.  The 

third and fourth grade teacher, Mrs. Weingart organized this wonderful event. The 3/4th grade class did the many 

speaking parts, set up chairs and did the decorating.  Each class made a patriotic project to decorate the gymnasium, 

where the event was held.  Each class also made thank you notes for the Veterans and handed them out at the event. 

The students in grades K-6 also sang a few songs including There Are Many Flags in Many Lands, The National An-

them, America the Beautiful and Battle Hymn of the Republic. Marie Gervais made some patriotic treats and served 

coffee after the program! Thank you to all who made this special event successful! 

                This weekend, I continue my studies at SMSU.  This month our focus was on challenging students and 

how to best help them.  Lost at School and Critical Conversations were two books I read for my classes.  The other 

part of my assignment is to take something I learned, apply it, and then write up a reflection of how it went.  So far, 

what I have learned has been excellent information and very applicable to what I am doing here at school. Please 

continue to pray for me as I continue my studies. 

Mrs.  Beth Steffl, principal 

 

 

 We are looking to purchase a wireless projector that can be mounted to the church basement ceiling for our High 

School Faith Formation! We are at maximum capacity for seating for our grades 7-11 youth and we'd love to free up 

some more space by having a mounted projector. This will also make playing video clips or PowerPoints much easier 

with not having to transport and set up a projector every week. The cost for a new projector that can be used wirelessly 

and a ceiling mount is expected to be around $600. If you are interested in donating to this cause, you can contact Erin 

with more information, or write out a check to St. Raphael's, putting "New Projector" in the memo and put it in the 

drop box or the weekly collection. Thank you!  

 

 CHWC – Catholic Heart Work Camp 2019 will be held at Steubenville, Ohio from July 13 – 20th-

Cost: $380.00 (If cost is an issue, talk to Erin. Fundraising opportunities are available to cover the fee!) 

Who can go:   Any students who will be entering the 8th Grade in the fall of 2019, high school students, college stu-

dents, and adults. Those who are 21 or older will be considered chaperones. 

If you are interested in attending CHWC during the summer of 2019, fill out the registration form found on the church 

website and return to the church office with a non-refundable $100 check made out to St. Raphael’s Church to hold 

your spot! 

~St. Raphael School~  

Our faith-based Advent Calendars are 

available to purchase after the masses 

or in the parish office through        

November, or until sold out.   
 

They are $5.00 a calendar with 3  

different styles. 

St Raphael School is looking for donations of 

about 10 more pounds of hamburger for the 

Spaghetti Supper to be held 

Wednesday, November 28.  

Contact the School Office at 

723- 4135 if you have some to 

donate.    Thank you. 



7 

 

~Vine & Branches AFC Information~ 

SANTA- Springfield Area Nativity Theatre Association 

SANTA is recruiting cast and crew for the 

2018 Springfield Nativity Pageant, and 

anyone who would like to participate in 

the pageant- under the spotlights or behind 

the scenes, singing in the choir, or        

assisting with fundraising is encouraged to call          

Bev Fults 507-648-3526  or  

Marleen Hartjes 320-249-6089  
 

The Springfield Area Nativity Theatre Association will 

celebrate our community’s Christmas pageant — Best 

Minnesota Live Nativity chosen by WCCO viewers —  

and present our 33rd pageant the evenings of  

Friday, Dec. 7, and Saturday, Dec. 8, under the stars 

on the Community Center grounds 

The St. John Home Auxiliary Board recommends 

amending Article II Section 1 of the Constitution to 

read Membership in the auxiliary shall be open to 

all who are interested in St. John Lutheran Home 

and pay the annual donation of a minimum of $5 

(instead of $3). Linda Anderson seconded the     

motion. This amendment will be voted on at the 

Annual Meeting on Nov 12, 2018 at 1:30pm in     

St. John’s Chapel.  

Catholic United Financial Matching Grant 

Spaghetti Dinner 
Wednesday, November 28, 2017 

5:00 - 7:00 p.m.  

St. Raphael School Auditorium 

Springfield, MN 
 

Serving: Spaghetti with meat sauce, garlic bread 

sticks, coleslaw, bars/cookies, coffee or milk 
 

Adults ~ $6.00 

Children (5-10) ~ $3.00 

Preschool (under 5) ~ $1.00  

Household ~ $25 feeds your family  

Sponsored by :  

St. Boniface Catholic United Council #350 

All proceeds benefit St. Raphael School 

 

St Raphael School will be 

selling rolls after Masses on 

Sunday November 25th and 

Saturday December 22nd.  

Watch for dates in 2019! 

Socktober - as the weather turns 

cold, let us remember those that are less   

fortunate than us.  During the months of   

October & November St. Raphael School 

will be collecting: 

New socks, gloves, hats, scarves, coats and blankets.  

Every size, color and material is needed.   

These donations will be given to the Springfield Area 

Food shelf and St. John’s nursing home.  Bring to the 

school office by Monday , November 19, 2018.  

New Ministry at St. Raphael's:  

Home Visit Volunteers Needed! 
 

We are looking for people, young and old, who are 

interested in providing a personal connection to   

fellow parishioners who are unable to leave their 

home to attend Mass or other social functions as  

often as they'd like. We'd provide them this personal 

and parish connection by gifting them with regular 

home visits. Content of the visits would vary de-

pending on what the parishioner is interested in: talk-

ing, playing cards, listening to music, watching T.V., 

reminiscing about old photos, saying prayers, etc.  
 

We will be having an informational meeting for 

all committed and interested volunteers on 

Thursday, November 15th, from 7-7:30pm in the 

church basement.  
 

If you are interested in being a part of this ministry 

or have questions, you can call Dotty De Lam-

bert 507-723-8147 or 

email varmland42@yahoo.com. 

mailto:varmland42@yahoo.com
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~Upcoming Area Events~ 

Please check appropriate box (es) and return in the weekend 

collection 

 

 St Joseph  Lamberton         St Raphael Springfield 

 

new in parish                    moving out of parish 

new address                           new phone number 

new/change of email           would like visiting 

 

Name:________________________________________________ 

Address:______________________________________________

   

City: ________________________ Zip: ____________________ 

Email:________________________________________________ 

Phone: __________________Cell phone: ____________________ 

First United Methodist Church, Redwood Falls MN,   Annual Soup & Sandwich  Luncheon, Saturday    

November 13, 11am-1pm.  Luncheon includes homemade soup with refills, sandwiches, dessert, and a bev-

erage.  Cost is $7 per person.  Crafts and baked goods will also be on display for your shopping pleasure.  

Proceeds support many mission programs. 


