
  

 

The Mission of the Vine & Branches Area Faith Community empowered by the Holy Spirit is to bear fruit that will 

last as Jesus commanded: by celebrating and proclaiming our Catholic faith as disciples of Jesus using our  

God-given gifts; by reaching out to and welcoming all people; and by centering our lives on the Eucharist,  

sacraments, scripture, service and the teaching of the Church. 

Baptism: Pre-baptism classes required- Contact Fr. Phil 

Marriage: All Catholics are to contact their pastoral leader at 

least 6 months before their wedding 

 Prayer Chain 723-6636, 723-5757, 723-5651, 723-5670 

 Good Neighbor Thrift Store 723-5778   

      20 E Central, Springfield, MN 

 Office of Catholic Charities  866-670-5163 

Church of St. Raphael & Area Office 
20 W Van Dusen Street ~ 507-723-4137 

Springfield MN 56087 

Email: straphael@newulmtel.net 
 

Church of St. Joseph 
400 W 2nd Ave, PO Box 458 ~ 507-752-7269 

Lamberton MN 56152 

& St. Thomas Oratory, Sanborn MN 

Email stjoseph@centurylink.net 
 

Pastor 

Fr. Phil Schotzko~ Office Phone: 723-4141 

phil.schotzko@newulmtel.net 
 

Deacon - Dcn. Barry Reindl 
 

Pastoral Associate 
Sister Shirley Steines 507-752-7269 

Parish Phone    507-752-7269 
CCW Prayer Chain– Sister Shirley Steines 
 

Parish Secretary 
Marie Amsden  &  Mary Beth Hoffmann  723-4137 

straphael@newulmtel.net 
 

Parish Bookkeeper 
Connie Vogel   723-4137, fax 723-5409 

cvogel@newulmtel.net 
 

School Principal 
Beth Steffl  723-4136 

straysprincipal@newulmtel.net 
 

School Secretary  

Bev Krueger   723-4135 
straysschooloffice@newulmtel.net 
 

Faith Formation/Youth Ministry 
Erin Hauth   723-4138 

straysfaithformation@gmail.com 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  

 Saturday 4:45pm at St. Raphael 

 Sunday 10:15am at St. Joseph  

Liturgies This Week 

Mon.    Nov. 26 

 

 No Mass   

Revelation 14:1-3,4b-5; Luke 21:1-4 

Tues. 

 

Nov. 27 
 

8:30am Mass +Francis Boyle (Spfd) 

Revelation 14:14-19; Luke 21:5-11 

Wed.  Nov. 28 8:00am Mass (Lamb) 

10:00am Mass + Frank & Frieda Green (SJLH) 

Revelation 15:1-4;21:12-19 

Thurs. Nov. 29 8:00am Mass +Ron Turbes (Sanb) 

Revelation 18:1-2,21-23, 19:1-3,9a; Luke 

21:20-28 

Fri. 

 

Nov. 30 

 

8:30am Mass +Julie Hayden (Spfd) 

Romans 10:9-18; Matthew 4:18-22 

Sat. Dec. 1 

 

5:30pm Mass + Mike Skoblik (Spfd) 

Revelation 22:1-7; Luke 21:34-36 

Sun. 
 

Dec. 2 
 

8:30am Mass -AFC (Spfd)  

10:30am Mass + Gary Weisbrich (Lamb)  

Jeremiah 33:14-16; 1 Thessalonians 3:12-4:2; 

Luke 21:25-28, 34-36 

Bulletin Deadline: Wednesday at 1:00pm 

 Mass Stipend $10.00 

Vine & Branches  
Area Faith Community 

www.vineandbranchesafc.org 
 

November 25, 2018 

Christ the King 

I am the vine, you are 
the branches.  
Whoever remains in 
me and I in him will 
bear much fruit,  
because without me 
you can do nothing. 

John 15:5  

mailto:straphael@newulmtel.net
mailto:stjoseph@centurylink.net
mailto:cvogel@newulmtel.net
mailto:straphaelspringfield@gmail.com
http://www.vineandbranchesafc.org
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From Sister Shirley~ 
What a wonderful turnout for the Omelet Breakfast. We are so thankful to you for your response to our invitation 

to join us and for our many faithful volunteers. The response was positive for the delicious omelets and everyone 

was happy enjoying and socializing with friends and family. Special thanks to the volunteers who  chopped the 

food, the workers who prepared the mixing of the omelets, our cooks, dishwashers, servers, muffin bakers, food 

donors, money takers, and anyone else who assisted in making the Omelet Breakfast a success. We served 198 

Omelets and raised between $1800 and $1900 in profits. Exact profits will be shared later. God bless everyone for 

your participation and gracious hospitality.  
 

Season of Advent begins on Sunday, December 2nd. We will be sharing with all of you; 

* The Word Among Us with the readings and reflection for the month of December  

* A few books, called Daily Reflections for Advent & Christmas, back of church 

* And visit DynamicCatholic.com/advent. Sign up for daily inspirational video and tips. 
 

Thank you for your presence and participation in the Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service. It is a beautiful blessing to 

gather and praise with our Lamberton Community, expressing thanks in prayer and song to our Loving God for the 

gifts and blessings received this year.  

In another part of the bulletin you will find the form to complete to donate flowers in memory of loved ones. You 

may also place your monetary gift in an envelope and place it in the collection basket. We appreciate your assis-

tance in providing the beautiful environment for the Christmas Season.  

From the Pastor ~   
While I was gone to Guatemala, Mary Beth Hoffmann, in last week’s Bulletin,  reflected on her family’s 20 years 

of living and working in Springfield and at St Raphael’s Church. Indeed, they as individuals and as a family have 

given so much to enrich our community. Thank you to all the Hoffmann family for your many hours of volunteer 

service as well as skilled employee work. 
 

Sr. Shirley set us up for Thanksgiving Day in her naming of all the things that we have to be grateful for.  I add my 

voice and expression of gratitude to all the things she mentioned.  I also want to thank her for her faithful and 

conscientious service as Pastoral Associate in The Vine and Branches Area Faith Community.  It takes both good 

leaders and generous followers to make parishes thrive. Thank you all for the part you play in being good stewards 

of God’s manifold gifts! 
 

As for my trip to Guatemala…. it was another awesome experience of cross-cultural ministry that has so enriched 

my life and, I trust, the lives of many in San Lucas and the surrounding area. I got some really good pictures of our 

working together to build charity houses and solidify the working structure of the San Lucas Mission through a 

three day Retreat/workshop.  I also took some great, new photos of the natural beauty of Lake Atitlan and the 

people of San Lucas. I will share these pictures in my cards and, perhaps make a picture board of the best ones. 
 

You may recall that I grew up in a large family as one of the “little boys”.  I am well aware that I am physically no 

longer little and have grown up into a role as priest and pastor that does not play small in the daily life of the 

parishes that I serve. However, ironically, in Guatemala I  feel like a little boy again.  Although I tower over most 

of the natives, I speak with the fluency of a second grader and have very limited cultural sensitivities.  I often feel 

inadequate and unable to communicate what is in my heart and mind. I feel uncomfortable and need to rely on the 

native Guatemalans to get me where I want to go and to feed me and keep me safe. This humble place of reliance 

on others is good for me.  I helps me to realize the truth of who I am before God and others. I am truly dependent 

on God and interdependent in relationship with others.  
 

This little, humble way of walking through life for a while, helps me recognize the bigness of the mystery we call 

“God” and of the truth of the authority of Christ, the King, over all the universe.  There is no pretending that I am 

in control or am the author of my own destiny. I must rely on the  power and authority greater than myself to pull 

me through. That trust and faith in God is what we are grateful for and what we call salvation.  
 

May the Blessing of Christ the King guide and protect you always and may you recognize your precious 

“smallness” in the eyes of God.    

~Fr. Phil Schotzko 
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~Church of St. Joseph~ 

Dolores Berg Pat Dauer Mary Arnoldi 

Kathleen Stillo Jim Berg  Kay Weisbrich  

Dorothy Dietl Ken Benedict Carol Kretsch 

Shirley Simonson   

~Please also pray for those in Need ~   

Last Week’s Parish Revenue-St. Joseph 

Adult Envelopes  $933.00 

Student Envelopes 3.84 

Loose Plate 54.00 

Adult Education 20.00 

Faith Formation 35.00 

Catholic Campaign 65.00 

Total Income  $1,110.84 

Coming Events 

St. Joseph- 

Contribution Budget July 1, 2018- June 30, 2019 

 Annual  Budget Budget to Date Received to Date 

Adults $60,500.00 $25,038.51 $25,187.36 

Student $900.00 $363.51 $273.02 

Loose Plate $4,200.00 $2,221.17 $1,968.22 

This week we remember these people in our prayers. 

Julie & Dennis Erickson and Jeanne & Jim Eykyn 

Our Shepherd of the field:  

Msgr. Doug Grams 

Nov. 25 10:30am Mass 

Nov. 27 6:30am Bible Study 

Nov. 28 8:00 Mass 

 6:45pm Faith Formation Classes 

Nov. 29 8:00am 
 Mass at  St. Thomas/ Discus-

sion Group 

Dec. 2 10:30am Mass- 1st Sunday of Advent 

 

Thank you to all who have given to the Diocesan Min-

istries Appeal.  If you have not had 

the opportunity to make your 

pledge or gift yet, envelopes are 

available in the pews or in the back 

of church.  You may return your 

pledge in the collection basket or simply drop it in the 

mail.  You may also make your pledge or gift online at 

https://www.dnu.org/dma/.   Either way, your gift will 

be counted toward your parish goal.  Be assured that 

your gift will only be used to support those ministries 

designated in the DMA brochure - ministries that are 

vital to our diocesan church - as well as our own parish 

project of a  New Sound System. DMA Goal for St. 

Joseph is $5,461.41 

December 2, 2018 

  8:30am 

Servers Aiden Homan 

  Joseph Strock 

Lector Craig Wetter 

EMC Barb Wetter 

  Mary Holman 

  Teresa Wenisch 

Usher Shawn Holman 

  Anthony Axford 

 Austin Axford 

  Dave Wille 

Gifts Lee & Beth Schaffran 

Counters Fred Berg 

 Teresa Wenisch 

Video Charly Furth 

Mark your calendars 

Wed. Dec. 5 1:30pm  Mass at Valley View Nursing Home  

 6:45pm Sacrament of Reconciliation for Faith formation Students 

Sat. Dec. 8 9:00am Feast of Immaculate Conception- Mass at St. Joseph 

Sun. Dec. 16 11:30am Christmas Program after 10:30 Mass 

Sat. Dec. 22 7:00pm Mass at St. Thomas 

Mon. Dec. 24 6:00pm Christmas Eve Mass 
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~Church of St. Raphael~ 

Check out Channel 8–Cablecast 

 St. Raphael Sunday Mass  

Every Tuesday at 5:00 pm & Friday at 6:00 pm. 

 The Future Depends on Love- Episode 2 

Every Tuesday at 11:00am & Thursday at 7:00pm.  

 

 

November 27th – December 1   

75% off remaining Fall Décor.   
Last Thursday of the Month, November 29

th
  

50% off all Clothing.   

Jingle Bell Tickets with purchase. 

Thank you to all who joined us during Springfield’s 

Holiday Open House.  Congratulations to the following 

winners  of our door prizes: Kurt Glaesman, Pat Ryan, 

Rylee Nelsen and Char Carlson. 

Prayer Corner 
Please remember in your prayers: 

 Our Shepherd of the Field: Fr. Bernard Steiner 

 Please pray for our parishioners this week~ 

Sun:    Curt & Heather Rogotzke Family 

Mon:   Floyd & Susan Rogotzke 

Tues:     James & Sara Rogotzke Family 

Wed:     Kyle Rogotzke  

Thurs:  Michael & Christina Rogotzke Family 

Fri:    Andrew & Gabrielle Rohlik Family 

Sat:       Alan & Paula Roiger 
 

 Weekly Candle Intentions ($2.00 offering) 

·Special Intention   ·Special Intention VM 

·Special Intention YM 

Please be generous in this week’s second collection for 

the Catholic Campaign for 

Human Development.  In 

the United States, one in sev-

en people lives in poverty.  

With this collection you sup-

port programs that address 

the causes of poverty and 

provide a sustainable future 

for those who are struggling 

across the country.  In addition, 25 percent of funds col-

lected remains in our diocese to fund local anti-poverty 

projects.  Please prayerfully consider how you can support 

this collection and work on the margins. More infor-

mation about the Catholic Campaign for Human Develop-

ment can be found at www.usccb.org/cchd/collection 

Good Neighbor Thrift Store 

The Knights of Columbus are looking for a family or 

individuals to help with the planting 

and watering of the rosary garden.  Ex-

penses are paid for by the Knights of 

Columbus.  If interested in helping us 

out please call John at 507-829-1466.  Thank you. 

There will be a Knights of Columbus 

meeting on Tuesday, November 27th at 

6:30pm in the Holy Family Room. 

Are you missing something?  

 Did Thanksgiving come and you wondered 

where that certain bowl or cake pan was? 

 It may be in the Gathering Space- left over from  

a funeral.   

Please pick up your pans and bowls ASAP, or they 

will be sent to the Thrift Store. 

Thank  you! Get us 
home for 
Christmas 

http://www.usccb.org/cchd/collection
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~Church of St. Raphael~ 

Meetings and Activities 

Contribution Budget July 1, 2018- June 30, 2019 

 Annual  Budget Budget to Date Received to Date 

Adults $255,000.00 $102,980.85 $100,540.16 

Gr. 7-12 $750.00 $303.03 $10.00 

Pre K-6 $2000.00 $807.87 $466.15 

Last week’s Parish Revenue 

Adult Envelopes $14,281.73 

High School Gr. 7-12 -0- 

Children through Gr. 6 11.67 

Loose  Plate 167.50 

Red Heart 20.00 

Thanksgiving 315.00 

Capital Improvement 55.00 

DUF 1.00 

Campaign for Human Develop. 55.00 

Christmas flowers 145.00 

CHWC 200.00 

Votive Candles 13.50 

Coffee Connection 10.00 

Good Neighbor Thrift Store $1,006.01 

Total Income $16,281.41 

Nov. 26 1:00pm Craft Ladies Meet 

 3:15-5:00pm Level 3 Atrium 

 7:00pm 
Prayer Shawl Group- Gathering 

Space 

Nov. 27 6:30pm 
KC meeting in Holy Family 

room 

Nov. 28 1:30 Administrative meeting 

 3:30pm-4:45pm K-6 FF/ Level 2 Atrium 

 7:15pm-8:30pm FF grades 7-11 

Nov. 29 3:15-4:45pm Level 1 Atrium 

~Serving next Funeral will be Group E~ 

The 400 Club Winners this Week 

#286 John Ryan $65.00 

#26 Donna Ebnet $65.00 

Thank you to all who have given to the Diocesan Ministries Appeal.  If you have not had the 

opportunity to make your pledge or gift yet, envelopes are available in the pews or in the back 

of church.  You may return your pledge in the collection basket or simply drop it in the mail.  

You may also make your pledge or gift online at https://www.dnu.org/dma/.   Either way, your 

gift will be counted toward your parish goal.  Be assured that your gift will only be used to support those minis-

tries designated in the DMA brochure - ministries that are vital to our diocesan church - as well as our own parish 

project of repairing the Auditorium Kitchen roof. 

December 1 & 2, 2018 

  5:30pm 8:30am 

Servers Kadin Rosenstengel Paul Goedtke 

  Kenzie Rosenstengel Joseph Goedtke 

  Jacob Meidl Carson Arnsdorf 

Lector Jack Hartjes Ron Sturm 

EMC Jack Hartjes Ron Sturm 

  Dale Lindmeier Sharon Sturm 

 Cathy Ochs Shari Koll 

Accompanist Julie Prechel Kathleen Goedtke 

Song Leader Adult Choir David Goedtke 

Rosary Julie Lassegard Jackie Roiger 

Head Usher *Terry Ochs *Arland Roiger 

  Dale Lindmeier Shari Roiger 

  Dan Miesen Curtis Tauer 

 David Roiger Sylvan Tauer 

Communion SJLH Karen Brandl & Lisa Zihlke 

Videographer Joseph Hoffmann 
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~Faith Formation &Youth Ministry~  

Greetings! 

This week Tuesday we celebrated mass as a school family in preparation for Thanksgiving. The students 

sang, served and participated their very best in thanks to God! 

  

I got to attend the second grade play, The First Thanksgiving, that they performed in their classroom. 

They  performed it for the student body on Monday and for family members on Tuesday. The second grade 

students did such a nice job with everything! They had costumes, props, a backdrop and everything! Thank 

you Mrs. Nachreiner for putting this together! 

  

This week, we also finished up our stewardship project, Socktober! Students and their families gathered 

and donated two huge boxes of coats, blankets, socks, mittens, hats and scarves.  The donations were 

picked up on Tuesday by the Springfield Area Food Shelf and St. John Lutheran home. Thank you to all 

who donated and thank you to Mrs. Klisch who organized this wonderful project! 

  

My heart is filled with so much gratitude this time of year for the many blessings in my life. I count St. 

Raphael School and our St. Raphael School family as one of my greatest blessings. 

  

Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

 

Mrs. Beth Steffl, principal 

 We are looking to purchase a wireless projector that can be mounted to the church basement ceiling for our High 

School Faith Formation! We are at maximum capacity for seating for our grades 7-11 youth and we'd love to free up 

some more space by having a mounted projector. This will also make playing video clips or PowerPoints much easier 

with not having to transport and set up a projector every week. The cost for a new projector that can be used wirelessly 

and a ceiling mount is expected to be around $600. If you are interested in donating to this cause, you can contact Erin 

with more information, or write out a check to St. Raphael's, putting "New Projector" in the memo and put it in the 

drop box or the weekly collection. Thank you!  
 

 CHWC – Catholic Heart Work Camp 2019 will be held at Steubenville, Ohio from July 13 – 20th-

Cost: $380.00 (If cost is an issue, talk to Erin. Fundraising opportunities are available to cover the fee!) 

Who can go:   Any students who will be entering the 8th Grade in the fall of 2019, high school students, college stu-

dents, and adults. Those who are 21 or older will be considered chaperones. If you are interested in attending CHWC 

during the summer of 2019, fill out the registration form found on the church website and return to the church of-

fice with a non-refundable $100 check made out to St. Raphael’s Church to hold your spot! 
 

 

~St. Raphael School~  

 November 28th we will be having an 

Advent Reconciliation and Adoration 

Service for grades 7-11 from 7:15-

8:30. Parents and parishioners are wel-

come to join in the service.  Lori 

Kretsch and the teen choir will be 

providing music during the service.  
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~Vine & Branches AFC Information~ 

SANTA- Springfield Area Nativity Theatre Association 
 

The Springfield Area Nativity Theatre 

Association will celebrate our communi-

ty’s Christmas pageant — Best Minnesota 

Live Nativity chosen by WCCO view-

ers —  and present our 33rd pageant the 

evenings of  

Friday, December 7, and Saturday, December 8, 

under the stars on the Community Center 

grounds 

Catholic United Financial Matching Grant 

Spaghetti Dinner 
Wednesday, November 28, 2017 

5:00 - 7:00 p.m.  

St. Raphael School Auditorium 

Springfield, MN 
 

Serving: Spaghetti with meat sauce, garlic bread 

sticks, coleslaw, bars/cookies, coffee or milk 
 

Adults ~ $6.00 

Children (5-10) ~ $3.00 

Preschool (under 5) ~ $1.00  

Household ~ $25 feeds your family  

Sponsored by :  

St. Boniface Catholic United Council #350 

All proceeds benefit St. Raphael School 

 

St Raphael School will be selling 

rolls after Masses on Sunday,    

November 25th and Saturday,   

December 22nd.  

Watch for dates in 2019! 

Cookies and Candies Wanted 
SANTA’s Cookie Sale is Friday, November 

30th, at the Springfield Area Community 

Center starting at 10:00am.  Lunch served from 11-1:30.  

This event is a major fund-raiser for the pageant.   

Bake your favorite cookies or candy and bring to the 

Community Center Thursday, November 29th from 

8am to 3:30pm  or before 9:00am Friday November 

30th.  

Nativity Pageant Choir  
All singers are encouraged to be part 

of the Nativity Pageant choir.  . 

Practice will be held at the United 

Methodist Church located on Marshall 

Avenue in Springfield. 

Dates/Times: 

Sunday, November 25th at 5pm & Sunday, Decem-

ber 2nd at 6:30 pm 

The Church of the Japanese Martyrs in Leavenworth is 

having a Catholic United Financial Matching Grant 

Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, December 2nd, serving 

from 9:30am - 12:30pm.  On the menu are pancakes, 

scrambled eggs, sausage, applesauce, coffee, chocolate 

milk and juice.  Cost is $7.00 for adults, $5.00 for ages 6

-12, $1.50 for preschool. 

 

 Adoration and Prayer for 

Hope and Healing will be 

held on Friday, December 14, 

2018, at 7:00 p.m. at the 

Church of St. Catherine in 

Redwood Falls. This time of 

Eucharistic Adoration with 

opportunities for healing pray-

er, Confession, and spiritual 

counsel will be presided over 

by Bishop LeVoir. Attached is 

the poster, please invite your 

     The Southwest Minnesota Men’s Chorus will per-

form a Christmas Concert again this year 

in Springfield.  The concert will be on 

Monday, December 3 at 7:00 p.m. at St. 

Johns Lutheran Church.  There is no 

admission charge but a freewill offering 

will be collected.  Refreshments will be 

served following the concert.  

     Local members of the chorus include Jeff Krueger and 

Charles Tews with Peggy Martius and Jodi Dalsgaard as 

accompanists.  The concert will include a variety of holi-

day music including Bell Carol by Heather Sorenson, 

Run to the Manger by Kirby Shaw, A King is Born by 

Tim Sarsany, Doo Wop Christmas by Kirby Shaw, Win-

ter Wonderland by Ed Waesche and O Holy Night by 

Mark Hayes along with some small ensemble numbers. 

     The concert is part of the Southwest Minnesota Men’s 

Chorus Christmas Concert Series which includes concerts 

in Currie on December 1, Lamberton on December 2, 

Springfield on December 3 and Lucan on December 4.   

Annual Sausage Feed Dinner Sunday December 9th 

from 4:30 to 7:30pm at the Clements Legion Hall in 

Clements MN. 
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~Upcoming Area Events~ 

Advent Reconciliation Service for  

St. Raphael’s 

Sunday,  December  9th at 4:00pm 

Other Area Reconciliation Services 

 Sunday, December 2nd at 4:00pm St. Anne 

in Wabasso 

 Sunday December 16th at 

4:00pm at St. Mary in Sleepy 

Eye 

Christmas Holy Day Mass Times: 
 

 Christmas Eve- 4:00pm at St. Raphael, 

Children’s & Youth choirs will sing. 

 

 Christmas Eve- 6:00pm at St. Joseph 

 

 Christmas Eve- 9:00pm at St. Raphael 

 

 Christmas Day- 9:00am at St. Raphael 

  Adult choir will sing. 

Flowers for Christmas 
You are welcome to make a donation for our Christmas environment in memory of or in honor of a loved 

one.  Please complete the form below and return it in the collection basket or parish office. 
 

 St. Raphael                      St. Joseph 
 

      In memory of:     (or)     In honor of:                Please Print 
 

Name:_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Given By:____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Amount: ___________________ 

Make a Difference...Volunteer 
Why Volunteer… 

 Helping others feels good! 

 Meet new people. 

 Support your community. 

 Experience new ideas and skills. 

 Great addition to your resume. 

How to Volunteer… 

 Contact Lindsey Beyer at 507-723-3205 or  

   lindsey@sjhome.com to get signed up. 

 Fill out volunteer forms 

 Attend an orientation briefing prior to starting  

Opportunities: Assist residents with therapeutic recreational activi-

ties like friendly visits, party preparation, games, reading, musical 

performances, assisting maintenance with operation upkeep. 

All families, especially those with children, 

are invited to attend an Advent Prayer Service 

with Bishop John M. LeVoir on Sunday   

December 9.  The service is at 4:00pm in 

Hutchinson at the Church of St. Anastasia.  

This service is designed to focus on Advent 

and prepare for the true meaning of Christ-

mas, centered on the birth of Jesus.  Families 

are encouraged to bring the Baby Jesus from 

their home nativity set.  The figure will be 

blessed by Bishop LeVoir individually as 

families come forward in procession  A 

“swaddling clothes” collection and cash dona-

tions will be taken for babies in need.   


