
 

 

Vine & Branches 
Area Faith Community 

www.vineandbranchesafc.org 

 

October 15, 2017 
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

St. Joseph, Lamberton 
St. Raphael, Springfield 

Bulletin Deadline: Wednesday at 1:00pm 

 Mass Stipend $10.00 

 Prayer Chain 723-6636, 723-5757, 723-5651, 723-5670 

 Good Neighbor Thrift Store 723-5778   

      20 E Central, Springfield, MN 

 Office of Catholic Charities  866-670-5163 

Church of St. Joseph 
PO Box 458 

Lamberton MN 56152 

& St. Thomas Oratory, Sanborn MN 
 

Email stjoseph@centurylink.net 

 

Pastoral Associate 

 

Sister Shirley Steines 507-752-7269 

 

Parish Phone    507-752-7269 
 

CCW Prayer Chain– Sister Shirley Steines 
 

Church of St. Raphael And Area Office 
20 W Van Dusen Street ~ 507-723-4137 

Springfield MN 56087 

Email: straphael@newulmtel.net 
 

Pastor 
Fr. Phil Schotzko~ Office Phone: 723-4141 

phil.schotzko@newulmtel.net 
 

 

Faith Formation/Youth Ministry 
Erin Hauth   723-4138 

straysfaithformation@gmail.com 

Parish Secretary 
Marie Amsden  &  Mary Beth Hoffmann  723-4137 

mamsden@newulmtel.net & mbfh66@gmail.com 

Parish Bookkeeper 
Connie Vogel   723-4137, fax 723-5409 

cvogel@newulmtel.net 

School Principal 
Jennifer Fischer  723-4136 

straysprincipal@newulmtel.net 

School Secretary  

Bev Krueger   723-4135 
straysschooloffice@newulmtel.net 

The Mission of the Vine & Branches Area Faith Community  

empowered by the Holy Spirit is to bear fruit that will last as Jesus commanded:  

by celebrating and proclaiming our Catholic faith as disciples of Jesus using our God-given gifts;  

by reaching out to and welcoming all people; and by centering our lives on the Eucharist,  

sacraments, scripture, service and the teaching of the Church. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  

 Saturday 4:45pm at St. Raphael 

 Sunday 10:15am at St. Joseph  

Baptism: Pre-baptism classes required. 

Marriage: All Catholics are to contact their pastoral leader at 

least 6 months before their wedding 

Liturgies This Week 

Mon.    Oct. 16 Mass  8:30am + Norbert Sturm (Spfd) 

Romans 1:1-7; Luke 11:29-32 

Tues. 

 

Oct. 17 NO Mass (Spfd) 

Romans 1:16-25; Luke 11:37-41 

Wed.  Oct. 18 10:00am Word & Communion (SJLH) 

2 Timothy 4:10-17b; Luke 10:1-9 

Thurs. Oct. 19 8:00am Mass  (Sanb) 

Romans 3:21-30; Luke 11:47-54 

Fri. Oct. 20 8:30am Mass + Margaret Lang  (Spfd) 

Romans 4:1-8; Luke 12:1-7 

Sat. Oct. 21 5:30pm  Mass - Reindl Family (Spfd) 

Romans 4:13,16-18; Luke 12:8-12 

Sun. 
 

Oct. 22 

  

8:30am  Mass + Audrey Lehrer (Spfd) 

10:30am  Mass  - AFC (Lamb) 

Isaiah 45:1,4-6; 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5b; 

Matthew 22:15-21 

http://www.straphaelmn.org
mailto:stjoseph@centurylink.net
mailto:straphael@newulmtel.net
mailto:straphaelspringfield@gmail.com
mailto:cvogel@newulmtel.net
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From the Pastor   

I  offer this reflection by Deacon Dick Folger as an introduction to my own thoughts: 

    “There was a time when people dressed up for Mass, concerts, even airline travel.  Men wore suits and ties; women    

  wore hats, gloves and high heels.  Life is different today but most of us understand about proper dress. 

      Today’s parable story is about suitable dress.  Since we defensively know this story is probably about us, we           

  collectively wish the king would lighten up a bit.  It seems unfair that we be tied up and  tossed out into the night   

    just be cause we didn’t wear a proper wedding garment. 

      But, the parable teaches us that the garment of salvation is provided to those who follow Jesus.  God invites us to   

  attend the eternal banquet in honor of his Son.  To not wear the provided wedding garment is a rebellious act; it        

    implies that we do not believe that Jesus is the Son of God.” 
 

With the exception of jeans with sequins on the back pockets that tear up our pews, I’m not one to get too bent out of 

shape by casual dress in a more formal situation which I believe Sunday Mass to be. I would rather have you there than 

not be present because of not feeling comfortable in formal attire.   I do, however, appreciate those in ministries of read-

er, song leader, Communion distributor and ushers being dressed formally. I understand that quite often you get pressed 

into service when you were not scheduled so may be not dressed for the role. Thank You for serving anyway if needed. 
 

The larger question, and the parable in the Gospel today is really about this, is how are we  prepared on the inside to 

come into the presence of God and all God’s holy people? With what attitudes in our heart, and with what openness of 

mind to God’s word and to the Holy Spirit do we come through the doors of church?  Here is where preparation before 

coming to church is necessary to contribute to the quality of the service, for yourself and for all present, and not just slip 

in see what I can get out of this hour this week.  There are 168 hours in a week.  The 1 hour dedicated to the Sacred Lit-

urgy celebrating our gift of life and salvation ought to receive our best attention, preparation and participation.  
 

This may mean opening the eyes our hearts to those around us whom we may not know or like at first sight. It may 

mean reading the scriptures of the day ahead of time and asking the Spirit to reveal to us what we need to hear today. It 

may mean getting enough rest and getting up early enough to be groomed and dressed in such a way that helps open us 

to the Godly mysteries that we celebrate. And if there would be one garment that we should never forget it would be the 

garment (or attitude) of gratitude.  That is what Eucharist is all about and without that garment we will find the whole 

gathering tasteless and boring. We actually lock ourselves out of the banquet hall when we do not dress up with grati-

tude in our hearts. 

So let us dress up on the outside and the inside and come gladly at the invitation of the Lord to the banquet of salvation. 

                                        Fr. Phil Schotzko 

 

  

From Sister Shirley 

Many of you have signed up to receive the daily quotes from Dynamic Catholic.com. If you are not currently 

receiving these daily inspirational messages, you may want to take advantage and contact DynamicCatho-

lic.com and sign up for your daily email messages. 

Here are just a few of their latest quotes: 

 “If you don’t have time to pray and read the scriptures you are busier than God ever                                      

intended you to be.” From Dynamic Catholic Decision Point 
 

 “We are called to be instruments of God so that our planet might correspond with his plan for peace, beau-

ty and fullness.” Pope Francis from Praise Be to You. 
 

 Human life is grounded in three fundamental and closely intertwined relationships: with God, with our 

neighbor, and with the earth itself.” Pope Francis from Praise Be to You.” 

 

Blessings for a beautiful fall week.                                 Sister  Shirley  



 

 

~Church of St. Joseph~ 

Dolores Berg Steve Prokosch Pat Dauer 

Ken Benedict Kathleen Stillo Judy Liebl 

Jeanne Florek Kay Weisbrich Millie Bellig 

Gwendola Till Amanda Steines Katy Wille 

Austin Axford Barb Peterson Janet Lauer 

~Please also pray for those in Need ~                          

Oct. 8, 2017 Contributions 

Adult Envelopes  $642.00 

Student Envelopes 10.00 

Loose Plate 75.00 

Religious Education 70.00 

Maintenance 200.00 

Gift 100.00 

Hurricane Relief 462.00 

Total Income  $1,559.00 

Coming Events 

Ushers Jim Imker, Justin Stafford, Shawn Holman, 

Dave Wille 

Lector Craig Wetter 

Gifts Shawn & Mary Holman Family 

EMC Barb Wetter, Mary Arnoldi, Kathy Valentin 

Servers Michael Kastner 

Counters Mary Arnoldi, Jeanna Stafford 

Video Charly Furth 

Ministry Schedule Sunday, Oct. 22, 2017 

St. Joseph- Contribution Budget July 1, 2017- June 30, 2018 

 Annual  Budget Budget to 

Date 

Received to Date 

Adults $60,500.00 $17,452.05 $19,392.28 

Student $900.00 $259.65 $180.40 

Loose Plate $4,200.00 $1,211.55 $2,258.00 

This week we remember these people in our prayers. 

Jim Broich, and Mary & Roger Burginger 

Our Shepherd of the field: Msgr. John Richter 

Oct. 15 10:30am 

Mass 

Omelet Breakfast meeting after 

Mass 

Oct. 17 6:30am Bible Study 

Oct. 18  NO Mass 

  No Faith Formation Classes 

Oct. 19 8:00am Mass at St. Thomas 

Mark your calendars for the Fall 

Omelet Breakfast, Sunday, No-

vember 12, at the American Le-

gion in Lamberton. Serving from 

8:30 – 1:00 pm. Menu will be published later. 

Come and enjoy a delicious breakfast and 

socializing with your friends and the commu-

nity. 

Prayer to take Authority: ( A powerful prayer to pray daily in 

our troubled world.  Pray out loud, at least in a low voice.  Demons don’t 

read minds) 

In the Name of Jesus, I take authority and I bind all 

powers and forces of evil in the air, in the ground, in 

the water, in the underground, in the netherworld, in 

nature and in fire. 

You are the Lord over the entire universe and I give 

You the Glory for Your creation. In Your Name I bind 

all demonic forces that have come against us and our 

families and I seal all of us in the protection of Your 

Precious Blood that was shed for us on the Cross. 

Mary, our Mother, we seek your protection and inter-

cession with the Sacred Heart of Jesus for us and our 

families, and surround us with your mantle of love to 

discourage the enemy. 

St. Michael and our guardian Angels come defend us 

and our families in battle against all the evil ones that 

roam the earth. 

In the Name of Jesus I bind and command all the pow-

ers and forces of evil to depart right now away from us, 

our homes and our lands. And we thank you Lord Jesus 

for You are a faithful and compassionate God. Amen. 

~Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee.  

Blessed art thou among women and blessed is the fruit 

of thy womb Jesus.  Holy Mary , Mother of God, pray 

for us sinners, now and the hour of our death.~ 



 

 

~Church of St. Raphael~ 

Check out Channel 8 –Cablecast 

 St. Raphael Sunday Mass  

Every Tuesday at 5:00 pm & Friday at 6:00 pm. 

 Catholicism on Campus, Episode 8 

Every Tuesday at 11:00am & Thursday at 7:00pm.  

Good Neighbor Thrift Store 
 

October 17- 21- MEA Sale 

50% Kids Room 

Prayer Corner 
Please remember in your prayers: 

 Our Shepherd of the Field : Rev. Anthony Hesse 

 Please pray for our parishioners this week~ 

Sun:    Bernus Trebesch 

Mon:    Arnold & Dorothy Turbes 

Tues:    Darlene Turbes 

Wed:    Wayne Turbes Family 

Thurs:  Kenneth & Darlene Utz 

Fri:     Rhonda  Utz 

Sat:      Roger & LeAnne Vaske 

 Weekly Candle Intentions ($2.00 offering) 

·Special Intention     ·Special Intention BV   

Please remember in your prayers, Yvonne 

Meindl, whose funeral was Saturday.  We 

extend our prayers and sympathy to her 

family, relatives and friends.   

CCW Group H needs 2 Chairpersons 

to step forward to help with the group.  

Please contact the Parish Office if you 

are in Group H and would like to help 

out.   

Thank You! 

Thank you to SouthPoint Financial 

Credit Union for their hard work on 

their CU Forward Day this past Mon-

day.  Our School Entrance looks bright-

er, the Gathering Space glows and the Parish Kitchen 

sparkles thanks to their hard work. 

I would like to thank the Catholic United 

Financial Organization for the award 

and recognition I received last weekend. 

Being recognized for times shared with 

my church and my community is very humbling…..I 

enjoy “giving back”  and helping when I can. Thank 

you!    -Sharon Sturm 

Coffee Connection is looking for people willing to help 

serve coffee and treats on Sundays after 

mass.  Please contact the Parish Office or 

look for sign up sheets in the Gathering 

Space if your are willing to serve in this 

welcoming ministry.  With more volunteers 

the obligation would only be occasional. 

The Pumpkin Patch Parable 
Part 1 

By Liz Curtis Higgs 

The Farmer grows lots of different things in the fields.  

He grows tall green corn, and big red tomatoes, long 

yellow squash and little green peas.  People eat that 

stuff for dinner.  The BEST vegetables the Farmer 

grows are PUMPKINS!  They start out as flat oval 

seeds. 

One hot June day the Farmer planted pumpkin seeds, 

just like he did every summer.  The seeds disappeared 

into the ground in nice neat rows and grew there in 

the dark.  Early one morning, a tiny green shoot quiet-

ly poked its way out of the soil.  Soon, a long green 

vine stretched across the ground.  From that vine, lit-

tle buds sprouted into wide green leaves. 

The leaves spread out flat to catch the August sun.  

Someday, those little green buds would turn into big 

orange pumpkins!  But not yet.  The patient Farmer 

waited. And waited. 

The pumpkins began to grow.  How different they 

looked!  Some were tall and lean.  Some were short 

and round.  Some had lumps and bumps.  All of them 

were pumpkins! 

“’My hand made all 

things.  All things are here 

because I made them,’ says 

the Lord.”- Isaiah 66:22 



 

 

~Church of St. Raphael~ 

Meetings and Activities 

Contribution Budget July 1, 2017- June 30, 2018 

 Annual  Budget Budget to Date Received to Date 

Adults $255,000.00 $73,557.75 $56,080.58 

Gr. 7-12 $1000.00 $288.45 $132.00 

Pre K-6 $2000.00 $577.05 $418.35 

Serving next Funeral will be Group F 

The 400 Club Winner this Week 

#39 Fr. Stephen Boyle $150.00 

   

Last week’s Parish Revenue 

Adult Envelopes 3,137.50 

High School Gr. 7-12 -0- 

Children through Gr. 6 43.00 

Loose  Plate 311.00 

Capital Improvement 10.00 

Diocesan United Fund 25.00 

Hurricane Relief 941.03 

Pre K Tuition 880.00 

FF Tuition 360.00 

CD income 244.58 

Good Neighbor Thrift Store 484.51 

Total Income $6,436.62 

The 400 Club ~ There are still tickets availa-

ble for sale.  Please stop by the parish   

office if you have not been notified, 

or call 723-4137.  All 400 Club Tick-

ets need to be sold.   

Please be supportive of this worthy 

fundraiser. 

Oct. 16 3:30-5:00pm Level 3 Atrium 

Oct. 17&18  Pastoral Leader Days 

Oct 18  
NO Faith Formation/

Atrium 

Oct.18 & 19  NO School 

Oct. 19  NO Level 1 Atrium Class 

Oct. 20 9:00-4:00 Adoration 

Oct. 23 3:30-5:00pm Level 3 Atrium 

Oct. 24 6:30pm AFC Meeting Lamberton 

Oct. 25 10:00am Anointing of the Sick-SJLH 

 1:30pm Administrative Council Mtg. 

 3:30-4:45pm K-6 FF/Level 2 Atrium 

 7:15-8:30pm 7-11th FF 

Oct. 26 Noon Reg. 2 Pastoral Leaders Mtg. 

 3:30-3:45pm Atrium Level I 

Oct. 28 
10:00am-

6:30pm 
NET Team Retreat for FF 

October 21 & 22, 2017  

  5:30pm 8:30am 

Servers TJ Reindl Paul Goedtke 

  Noah Riederer Mitchell Streich 

  Kaylee Hillesheim Noah Vogel 

Lector Barry Reindl Jim Miesen 

EMC Barry Reindl Jim Miesen 

  Jill Riederer Shari Koll 

  Volunteer Donna Krueger 

Accompanist TBD Kathleen Goedtke 

Song Leader TBD David Goedtke 

Rosary Julie Lassegard Jim Miesen 

Head Usher *Rich Dauer *Ken Koll 

  Keith Riederer Mike Vogel 

  Pat Lang Duane Roiger 

  Volunteer Joseph Miesen 

Communion SJLH Gene & Ginger Veerkamp 

Videographer Julieann Reindl 



 

 

~Church of St. Raphael~ 

  YOUTH CHOIRS ~  JOIN THE FUN! 
We practice weekly and lead song at mass once a 

month.   

We sing Contemporary Christian and Sacred music. 

We Will Practice Wednesdays 

Meet in the Gathering Space of St. Raphael’s!  

Children’s Choir: 2nd- 6th Grade, 

We will practice from 5-6pm. 

Praise and Worship Group: 7th-12th grade  

Meet in Church for practice from 6-7pm 

Those in fall activities join us as soon as you can. 

If questions call Lori Kretsch at 507-276-5160 

 
September 27th  through  November 5th   
Prayer, fasting, and constant vigil to end abortion. 

 
 

Use the Daily Devotional Prayers  
See 40daysforlife.com  

 

Come Pray at the vigil in Mankato 
Outside Planned Parenthood on 201 N. Victory Drive 

anytime during the campaign! 

Fall Festival Profit Report 

Dinner/ Outdoor Food / Beer $2,131.76 

Treasure Auction 10,302.50 

Games 209.00 

Silent Auction Baskets 3,759.26 

Sweet Shoppe 583.50 

Country Store 972.00 

Money board 4,444.00 

Donations 1,630.00 

Raffle 5,764.08 

Décor/ Misc Expense (12.58) 

Ad Newspaper (83.70) 

Total $29,699.82 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

 Each October, the celebration of World Mission Sunday leads us to the heart of our Christian faith- leads us to 

mission, as Pope Francis explains in his message for this year’s celebration on October 22. 
 

 The collection on the next to last Sunday in October is unique.  It is truly a global effort for the entire Church. It is 

a central moment each year to provide for the building up of over one thousand local churches in Asia and Africa, 

the Pacific Islands, and parts of Latin America and Europe, an area that covers more than half the territory of the 

globe.  Through the work of these churches, and their witness to Christ, the poor receive practical help and experi-

ence God’s love and mercy, His hope and peace. 
 

 I invite all of us in this diocese to see World Mission Sunday as special  moment of encounter with the Pope’s 

missions throughout out the world.  Meeting the priest, religious and lay leaders who, who day in and day out, wit-

ness to the Gospel and serve the poor, will, as Pope Francis says, “enable the missionary heart of Christian commu-

nities to join in prayer, testimony of life and communion of goods, in responding to the vast and pressing needs of 

evangelization.” 
 

 As I remain grateful for your generosity, I ask your full support, through prayer and sacrifice, on world mission 

Sunday and throughout the year , as you are able. 

                                      In Christ, 

                                      The Most Reverend John M. LeVoir 



 

 

Faith Formation &Youth Ministry   

St. Raphael School 

   

 Here is a list of some dates for more upcoming fundraisers: 

 October 27th  - Christmas Cash Raffle Begins 

 Monday, November 6th – Advent Calendar Sale 

 Wednesday, November 29th – Spaghetti Dinner 

St. Raphael School Wish List: 
6 new I-pads – Approximately 

$1,800  

 

 K-6 Faith Formation classes are Wednesdays from 3:30-4:45. 

 7-11 Faith Formation classes are Wednesdays from 7:15-8:30. Parents are welcome to attend the video series 

we will be doing this fall. 
 

 There will be NO Faith Formation on Wednesday October 18, due to the Education Minnesota Break 
 

 October 28th from 10am - 6:30pm is the mandatory NET Retreat that all students in 7-11 Faith For-

mation are required to attend. Lunch will be catered by Marie Gervais. The retreat is open to those who are in 

12th grade as well. Students in grades 7-12 from other churches in the area are welcome and able to attend with a 

$20 retreat fee. 
 

  This summer's Catholic Heart Work Camp will be in St. Louis, Missouri July 8-14 for those entering 8th 

grade in the fall of 2018 -12th grade! There are a limited number of spots available. If you are interested in at-

tending the camp as a camper or as a chaperone and would like a spot held for you, please pick up a form from 

the Gathering Space and turn it in to the office with a $25 non-refundable fee. The $25 

will be put towards your total camp fee if you decide to attend.  

We will be wrapping up the first quarter of school next week.  The students will be getting 

released at 12:30 on Wednesday, and the teachers will spend the afternoon working on report 

cards.  It is hard to believe we are one fourth of the way through the school year. 

 

  The students have a short week of school coming up.  They will be dismissed at 12:30 on Wednesday, 

and there is no school on October 19th and 20th.  We hope they enjoy the long weekend! 

The General Mills labels and Labels for Ed-

ucation from Campbell’s are 

coming to an end soon. Please 

turn in all your saved labels 

by the end of the month so 

they can be processed and redeemed in 

time. Thank you to all who have so diligent-

ly bought and brought these product labels 

in.  We have ordered many items the stu-

dents use at  recess and phy-ed. 
 

Thank you, 

St. Raphael students and staff 



 

 

~Upcoming Area Events~ 

You are Invited! 
 Friends of San Lucas 5th Annual Gala, 

Saturday October 28, 2017 
Verizon Wireless Center 

Mankato, MN 
6:00pm-9:00pm 

Dinner at 7pm with cash bar. 
 Chicken Kabobs with jeweled rice &  

vegetables. 
 Inspiring presentation about the  

San Lucas Mission 
 Silent Auction 
 Live Auction 

 Lemonade Stand 
 Wine Wall 

 Marketplace 
 Heads & Tails 

Tickets: $50 
Online at www.sanlucasmission.org 

RSVP & Celebrate San Lucas! 
 

St. Paul’s Catholic Church of Comfrey is holding 

its annual Parish Sausage Dinner on Sunday, Octo-

ber 22, 2017.  The celebration begins with a 10:00am 

Mass with special music, followed by our famous 

sausage dinner, served buffet style from 11:00am to 

1:30pm.  The menu includes sausage, real mashed 

potatoes, gravy, homemade sauerkraut, green beans, 

pickles, applesauce, bread, butter & ice cream.      

Take-outs will be available. 

New this year:  an elevator for those who have diffi-

culty with steps. 

Adults: $12, children ages 6-12: $5, preschool: $3. 

This event also includes a country store with plenty of 

jams, jellies, garden produce and canned goods: a 

bake sale; silent auction of theme baskets. 

You are invite to attend the Annual Fall Bazaar 

at St. Andrew’s in Fairfax on Saturday, Novem-

ber 4th.  Our famous apple dumplings, and cinna-

mon and caramel rolls will be served starting at 

9:00am.  Delicious potato/ham and vegetable beef 

soups, turkey supreme and BBQ sandwiches along 

with fantastic desserts will be served from 

10:00am to 1:00pm.  Crafts, baked goods, country 

store, raffle items and a Vintage & Classic Hat 

display & much more will be available. Everyone 

is welcome to join us for a morning of fun and 

fellowship! 


