
  

 

The Mission of the Vine & Branches Area Faith Community empowered by the Holy Spirit is to bear fruit that will 

last as Jesus commanded: by celebrating and proclaiming our Catholic faith as disciples of Jesus using our  

God-given gifts; by reaching out to and welcoming all people; and by centering our lives on the Eucharist,  

sacraments, scripture, service and the teaching of the Church. 

Baptism: Pre-baptism classes required- Contact Fr. Phil 

Marriage: All Catholics are to contact their pastoral leader at 

least 6 months before their wedding 

 Prayer Chain 723-6636, 723-5757, 723-5651, 723-5670 

 Good Neighbor Thrift Store 723-5778   

      20 E Central, Springfield, MN 

 Office of Catholic Charities  866-670-5163 

Church of St. Raphael & Area Office 

20 W Van Dusen Street ~ 507-723-4137 

Springfield MN 56087 

Email: straphael@newulmtel.net 
 

Church of St. Joseph 

400 W 2nd Ave, PO Box 458  

~507-752-7269 

Lamberton MN 56152 

& St. Thomas Oratory, Sanborn MN 

Email stjoseph@centurylink.net 
 

Pastor 
Fr. Phil Schotzko~ Office Phone: 723-4141 

phil.schotzko@newulmtel.net 
 

Pastoral Associate 

Sister Shirley Steines 507-752-7269 

Parish Phone    507-752-7269 
CCW Prayer Chain– Sister Shirley Steines 
 

Parish Secretary 
Marie Amsden  &  Mary Beth Hoffmann  723-4137 

mamsden@newulmtel.net & mbfh66@gmail.com 
 

Parish Bookkeeper 
Connie Vogel   723-4137, fax 723-5409 

cvogel@newulmtel.net 
 

School Principal 
Beth Steffl  723-4136 

straysprincipal@newulmtel.net 
 

School Secretary  

Bev Krueger   723-4135 
straysschooloffice@newulmtel.net 
 

Faith Formation/Youth Ministry 
Erin Hauth   723-4138 

straysfaithformation@gmail.com 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  

 Saturday 4:45pm at St. Raphael 

 Sunday 10:15am at St. Joseph  

Liturgies This Week 

Mon.    Oct. 22 

 

 No Mass   

Ephesians 2:1-10; Luke 12:13-21 

Tues. 

 

Oct. 23 
 

 8:30am Mass +Carl Bates (Spfd) 

Ephesians 2:12-22; Luke 12:35-38 

Wed.  Oct. 24 

 

8:00am Mass   (Lamb) 

10:00am + Francis Boyle (SJLH) 

Ephesians 3:2-12; Luke 12:39-48 

Thurs. Oct. 25 

 

8:00am Mass  (Sanb) 

Ephesians 3:14-21; Luke 12:49-53 

Fri. 

 

Oct. 26 

 

8:30am Mass + Gene Stoering (Spfd) 

Ephesians 4:1-6; Luke 12:54-59 

Sat. Oct. 27 

 

5:30pm Mass + Jerome Juenemann (Spfd) 

Ephesians 4:7-16; Luke 13:1-9 

Sun. 
 

Oct. 28 
 

8:30am  Mass +Audrey Lehrer (Spfd)  

10:30am  Mass  - AFC (Lamb)  

Jeremiah 31:7-9; Hebrews 5:1-6;             

Mark 10:46-52 

Bulletin Deadline: Wednesday at 1:00pm 

 Mass Stipend $10.00 

Vine & Branches  
Area Faith Community 

www.vineandbranchesafc.org 
 

October 21, 2018 

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

I am the vine, you are 
the branches.  
Whoever remains in 
me and I in him will 
bear much fruit,  
because without me 
you can do nothing. 

John 15:5  

mailto:straphael@newulmtel.net
mailto:stjoseph@centurylink.net
mailto:cvogel@newulmtel.net
mailto:cvogel@newulmtel.net
mailto:straphaelspringfield@gmail.com
http://www.vineandbranchesafc.org
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From Sister Shirley ~ 

Sunday, October 28th is Commitment Sunday for the young people preparing for the Sacraments of Reconcil-

iation, Eucharist and Confirmation. These students will be involved in the readings, and bringing up the gifts. 

We again invite you to support these young people through your prayers during the year by taking one of the 

lists with their names on and including them in your daily prayers. These young people appreciate and depend 

on your prayers. Basket with their names will be available for taking on Sunday, October 28th.  
 

November 1st is rapidly approaching. We will have 7:15pm Mass on Thursday, November 1st at St. Joseph. 

We will be remembering our parishioners who were called home to God during this past year in our liturgy. 

We invite and encourage you to write names of your loved ones in the Remembrance Book in the back of 

church before All Saints Day. Each one of us have family members and friends who are now celebrating their 

eternal reward.  
 

This past week Pope Francis canonized seven new saints in Rome, including Pope Paul VI, Archbishop Oscar 

Romero martyred in El Salvador, 2 priests, 2 sisters, and a young layman age 19 who died in Italy in 1836. 

You may wish to check out the website for more information about these new saints. 

Priesthood Sunday is October 28th. It is an opportunity for each of us to express our appreciation for 

Father Phil and all priests in the diocese who serve us. CCW has scheduled a Mass to be said for the inten-

tion and appreciation of Father Phil.  

Blessings of love and peace be with you. 

From the Pastor ~    
       

There are so many things I could write about this week: 

 As Mission Director for the Diocese and this Sunday being World Mission Sunday and next Saturday our 

big annual San Lucas Mission fund raiser, I could write pages about the call and challenge to be truly globally 

conscience of the needs of our brothers and sisters in foreign lands.  To compassionately bridge the gaps that 

many have no desire to cross is part of what I believe is involved in becoming fully human and living out our 

love potential. I urge you to be generous and courageous as you stretch out to encounter people in other 

cultures and find Godliness truly alive and well where we may have  feared to tread. 
 

 I could also share about how life changes as we get older and we begin to think about what legacy we 

want to leave behind. Demographers project that over the next 25 years $30 Trillion (Yes, with a “T”) will 

pass from one generation to the next---a large portion of it payable in taxes without proper tax and charitable 

gift planning!!  Congress recently passed the most significant tax legislation in over 20 years. Trillions of 

dollars are now held in IRAs (Individual Retirement Accounts).  It is important to learn how to unlock that 

wealth to benefit your Catholic Church or Charity.  
 

CATHOLIC ESTATE PLANNING—the encouraging of charitable gifts is important to our mission and the 

survival of our great institutions. Helping our friends, donors, alumni, parishioners and devotees prepare a 

sound Catholic Estate Plan is part of what John Tetzloff from Catholic United Financial will help us do in our 

“End of Life” seminar after the 8:30 mass in Springfield on October 28th. 

I will address  the topic of End of Life issues around health care i.e. decisions about types of treatment,  and 

ethical concerns about quality of life and natural death. I hope those who are concerned about any of these 

issues will grab some coffee and proceed to the church basement where next Sunday we will be set up for the 

presentation. 
 

 Finally, in the Gospel this week, we are reminded again of the call of Jesus is not to honor, fame and 

fortune but rather to service, discipleship and, Yes, to suffering and death with him. Three times Jesus has 

tried to teach this lesson in the Gospel of Mark but even his closest friends have not yet gotten it. Oh, they 

will eventually.  And so will we if we truly listen to the Spirit and make love the center of our lives.    
 

God’s Blessing and Peace to you all, 

  ~Fr. Phil Schotzko 
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~Church of St. Joseph~ 

Dolores Berg Pat Dauer Mary Arnoldi 

Kathleen Stillo Jim Berg  Kay Weisbrich  

Dorothy Dietl Ken Benedict Mille Bellig 

Carol Kretsch Shirley Simonson  

~Please also pray for those in Need ~   

Last Week’s Parish Revenue-St. Joseph 

Adult Envelopes  $1,390.00 

Student Envelopes 10.00 

Loose Plate 105.00 

Utility Fund 500.00 

Total Income  $2,005.00 

Coming Events 

St. Joseph- 

Contribution Budget July 1, 2018- June 30, 2019 

 Annual  Budget Budget to Date Received to Date 

Adults $60,500.00 $19,076.96 $20,714.36 

Student $900.00 $276.96 $175.10 

Loose Plate $4,200.00 $1,692.32 $1,600.87 

This week we remember these people in our prayers. 

Jan & Mark Benedict and Dolores & Fred Berg 

Our Shepherd of the field:  

Msgr. Doug Grams 

Oct. 21 10:30am 
Mass- World Mission Sunday 

Collection 

Oct. 23 6:30am Bible Study 

 6:30pm Administrative council meeting 

Oct. 24 8:00am Mass 

 6:45pm 
Faith Formation Classes & WA-

FER Collection 

Oct. 25 8:00am 
Mass at St. Thomas/ Discussion 

Group 

Oct. 28 10:30am 
Mass- Commitment Sunday, 

Priesthood Sunday 

CHWC – Catholic Heart Work Camp 2019 will be 

held at Steubenville, Ohio from July 14 – 20th. If inter-

ested, please contact Jeff Strock for more information. 

Omelet Breakfast is, Sunday, November 

18th at the American Legion. Please mark 

your calendars. 

The Annual Fall food collection for WAFER is 

Wednesday, October 24th. The young people from the 

community churches in grades 7 -11 will be collecting 

food from around town. They are meeting at 6:15 at the 

Church of Christ Please turn on your outside light and 

they will stop for the food donations. If you wish to con-

tribute to WAFER you may bring your nonperishable 

items to church on Sunday, October 21st and these items 

will be brought to the Church of Christ down the street 

from us. After collecting the food the young people will 

meet at the Church of Christ for refreshments. Thank 

you for supporting this service project. 

October 28 2018 

  10:30am 

Servers Anthony Axford 

  Austin Axford 

Lector Brenda Derickson 

EMC Craig Wetter 

  Barb Wetter 

  Teresa Wenisch 

Usher Jim Imker 

  Jason Axford 

 Vern Hillesheim 

  Tony Riley 

Gifts Emily & Maia Scheffler 

Counters Fred Berg  

 Teresa Wenisch 

Video Candi VanMeveren 

NB2DOSA will be meeting October 28 at 2:00pm in the 

Valley View Apartments dining room.  Come for an af-

ternoon of games, cards and laughter.  No snacks this 

time as those who want to attend the Our Savior’s Luther 

League Turkey Supper will be able to.  Hope to see you 

there!!  
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~Church of St. Raphael~ 

Check out Channel 8–Cablecast 

 St. Raphael Sunday Mass  

Every Tuesday at 5:00 pm & Friday at 6:00 pm. 

 Seven Sacraments-  Anointing of the Sick as Heal-

ing -Episode 10 

Every Tuesday at 11:00am & Thursday at 7:00pm.  

Good Neighbor Thrift Store 
 

 

October 23 – 27   50% off Halloween     

Last Thursday of the Month October 25  

50% off Clothing  

Prayer Corner 
Please remember in your prayers: 

 Our Shepherd of the Field: Fr. Bernard Steiner 

 Please pray for our parishioners this week~ 

Sun:    Elaine Polzin  

Mon:   Brittany Portner & Chris Dauer Family 

Tues:     Daniel & Darla Portner 

Wed:     Dale & Rose Mary Potter 

Thurs:  Robert & Jessica Potter Family 

Fri:    Roger & Julie Prechel  

Sat:       David & Melissa Prokosch  
 

 Weekly Candle Intentions ($2.00 offering) 

·Special Intention   ·Special Intention VM 

·Special Intention YM 

Congratulations to Briggs Jensen, child of 

James & Stephanie Jensen as he received the 

Holy Waters of Baptism last weekend. We 

welcome him to our family at the church of 

St. Raphael. 

 

Annual Grounds Cleaning will be Saturday, October 

27th beginning at 8:00am.  Tree Trim-

ming, raking outside and general cleanup 

will be the tasks at hand.   Men, women, 

and older children are  welcome.  This 

can be used for service hours.  Contact Greg Roiger at  if 

you have any questions. 

Annual church cleaning will be Saturday, October 

27th beginning at 8:00am.  Please bring 

any cleaning supplies or equipment you’d 

like and help prepare our church for the hol-

iday season.  Men, women, and older chil-

dren are  welcome.  This can be used for 

service hours.  Contact Connie Augustin at 

~PARISH SECRETARY JOB OPENING~ 

We are beginning the search for the position of Parish 

Secretary . It involves a variety of office responsibilities 

including receptionist, bulletin editing, filing, data entry, 

planning, website management and assistant to the pastor 

in management of calendar and details of parish life. 
 

It is 3 to 4 days a week generally between 8am and 4pm, 

with some flexibility. Proportional benefits included.  
 

Please inquire at the office with Mary Beth Hoffmann, 

723-4137 or Fr. Phil Schotzko, 723-4141 for an 

Application and Job Description. Please provide a full 

resume. VIRTUS training and background checks will be 

required for this position. 
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~Church of St. Raphael~ 

Meetings and Activities 

Contribution Budget July 1, 2018- June 30, 2019 

 Annual  Budget Budget to Date Received to Date 

Adults $255,000.00 $78,461.60 $62,046.76 

Gr. 7-12 $1000.00 $230.88 $10.00 

Pre K-6 $2000.00 $615.52 $355.73 

Last week’s Parish Revenue 

Adult Envelopes $3,961.00 

High School Gr. 7-12 -0- 

Children through Gr. 6 35.98 

Loose  Plate 343.50 

DUF 21.00 

All Saints 3.00 

Adopt a Student 20.00 

Candle  Money 13.00 

Tuition 1,800.00 

Pre K Tuition 780.00 

FF / Atrium tuition 420.00 

Leo Berg Memorial 430.43 

Coffee Connection 15.00 

Good Neighbor Thrift Store 917.63 

Total Income $8,760.54 

Oct. 22 1:00pm Craft Ladies Meet 

 3:15-5:00pm Level 3 Atrium 

 7:00pm 
Prayer Shawl Group- Gathering 

Space- New people welcome 

Oct. 23 6:30pm KC Meeting in HFR 

Oct. 24 1:30pm Administrative Meeting 

 3:30-4:45pm K-6 FF/Level 2 Atrium 

 7:15-8:30pm FF Grade 7-11 

Oct. 25 3:15-4:45pm Level 1 Atrium 

Oct.28 8:30am 
Commitment Sunday for 2019 

Confirmation 

 9:30am End of life Planning Workshop 

~Serving next Funeral will be Group D~ 

The 400 Club Winner this Week 

#32 Margaret Gostonczik $150.00 

   

October 27 & 28, 2018 

  5:30pm 8:30am 

Servers Zoey Riederer Brayden Sturm 

  Noah Riederer Brooklyn Sturm 

  Kaylee Hillesheim Brody Sturm 

Lector Kathy Hillesheim Jack Hartjes 

 EMC Kathy Hillesheim Dcn. Barry Reindl 

 Cathy Ochs Jack Hartjes 

  Jill Riederer Donna Krueger 

Accompanist Hannah Schmitz Erin Hauth 

Song Leader TBD TBD 

Rosary Donna Ebnet Jack Hartjes 

Head Usher *Dale Lindmeier *Justin Roiger 

  Terry Ochs Tori Roiger 

  Keith Riederer Tim Kuisle 

  Volunteer Karla Kuisle 

Communion SJLH Sharon Ferdinandt & Laura Bast 

Videographer Joseph Hoffmann 

Fall Festival Report 2018 2017 

Breakfast/ Outdoor 

Food & Drink 
2,237.40 2,131.76 

Treasure Auction 7,893.00 10,302.50 

Childrens Games 196.00 163.00 

Silent Auction Baskets 4,341.96 3,789.26 

Sweet Shoppe 611.00 583.50 

Country Store 1,006.50 972.00 

Money Board 4,115.00 4,444.00 

Raffle 6,011.49 5,764.08 

Donations 756.67 1,630.00 

Misc. Expenses (6.28) (12.58) 

Ad newspaper/Postage (129.15) (83.70) 

TOTALS $27,033.09 $29,729.82 
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~Faith Formation &Youth Ministry~  

~St. Raphael School~ 

Greetings! 

This week has been a short week of school (because of Education Minnesota) but we have not been short of 

things to do! We finished up taking the NWEA tests this week. Now I will be busy printing off the results and pre-

paring them for conferences coming up on November 8th.  This week we also delivered 606 cookies to 82 local busi-

nesses and organizations as a thank you for their continued support.  A huge thank you goes out to Marie Gervais 

who baked all the cookies for us! We also want to thank Bev Krueger who organized this great project for us! 
 

                The Milbrath family donated over 100 pumpkins to our school for the students and teachers. On Tuesday 

afternoon of this week, we got together in the school cafeteria and painted them with our big and little buddies.  The 

students had so much fun painting and decorating their pumpkins with their buddies and got to take their pumpkins 

home! 

                We finished our short week of school with celebrating the living Rosary out in the Mary Garden.  The stu-

dents were again paired with their big and little buddies and each had a prayer that they got to lead. Thank you to 

Karen Reindl for all the work that was done ahead of time to make our living Rosary prayerful for all staff and stu-

dents! 

In the Gathering Space there is a donation box and information about something new that we started at 

school, Maker Space. Maker Space is a room that all the students have access to and can use for science, technology, 

engineering, art and math.  It is a more open ended approach that focuses on the learning and the process rather than 

an end result. Students have really been enjoying working in the maker space so far this year. If you happen to have 

any of the items needed (see donation box for a list) please bring them in and deposit them in the box! 
  

Mrs.  Beth Steffl, principal 

 Next week, Faith Formation and Atrium students will receive their annual Teaching Safety - Empowering God's 

Children Program.  The prevention of child sexual abuse requires more than adult awareness, education, and training 

about the nature and scope of the problem. We must also give our children the tools they need to overcome the ad-

vances of someone who intends to do them harm. The Teaching Safety – Empowering God’s Children Program is a 

vehicle through which parents, teachers, catechists, and youth ministers give children and young people the tools they 

need to protect themselves from those who might harm them. If you have a child in K-11 Atrium or Faith Formation, 

please check your email for more information on this year's lesson or contact Erin 

at straysfaithformation@gmail.com or 723-4138.   

 
 

 We are looking to purchase a wireless projector that can be mounted to the church basement ceiling for our High 

School Faith Formation! We are at maximum capacity for seating for our grades 7-11 youth and we'd love to free up 

some more space by having a mounted projector. This will also make playing video clips or PowerPoints much easier 

with not having to transport and set up a projector every week. The cost for a new projector that can be used wirelessly 

and a ceiling mount is expected to be around $600. If you are interested in donating to this cause, you can contact Erin 

with more information, or write out a check to St. Raphael's, putting "New Projector" in the memo and put it in the 

drop box or the weekly collection. Thank you!  

~Erin 

Socktober - as the weather turns 

cold, let us remember those that are less 

fortunate than us.  During the months of 

October & November St. Raphael School 

will be collecting: 

New socks, gloves, hats, scarves, coats and blankets.  

Every size, color and material is needed.   

These donations will be given to the Springfield Area 

Food shelf and St. John’s nursing home.  Look for a col-

lection box in the Gathering Space or bring to the school 

office by Monday , November 19, 2018.  

Turn in any Box Tops for Educa-

tion clippings you have before Octo-

ber 27th so they can be sent in to be 

included in the December check that 

we will receive.  We also take the 

Country Hearth Bread labels.  Don’t forget to 

Shop, Snap, and Earn for our school with the 

Shoparoo app.  

mailto:straysfaithformation@gmail.com
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~Vine & Branches AFC Information~ 

Church of St. Paul, Comfrey is holding its Annual 

Sausage & Sauerkraut  Dinner Sunday, October 

28, 2018.  Mass at 10:00am with music by Becky 

Guldan & Friends.  Buffet style dinner served 11:00-

1:30.  Take -outs available.  Country Market, Bake 

Sale, Silent Auction, Raffles.   

 Be A Mission Voice!  
Today, with Catholics of 

the world, we are called to 

offer, at this Eucharistic 

celebration, our prayers and our generous financial support, 

through The Society for the Propagation of the Faith, to con-

tinue the mission of Jesus. Today we “speak up” through our 

prayers and personal sacrifices for our brothers and sisters in 

the Missions. As little as…  

> $25 helps support a catechist for a month in Latin America  

> $75 provides for the work of religious Sisters in Africa  

> $100 assists children in schools in Asia  

As always, your prayers are your most treasured gift to the 

Missions. Your prayers and financial help, offered today, 

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY, support mission priests, reli-

gious Sisters and Brothers, and lay catechists who are Christ’s 

witnesses to a world so in need of His healing love and peace.  

“A retreat experience is always very good for us, our soul, 

and our relationship with God.  Go.” 

Women’s Emmaus Retreat 

Who: All women of Holy Redeemer parish and surround-

ing communities 

When: November 9-11 (Friday evening to Sunday after-

noon) 

Where: Beautiful Lake Shetek retreat center 

Cost: $100, includes all meals 

Space is limited, register now by contacting Lisa Meyer at 

865-4616 or on www.holy-redeemer.com , Education tab, 

then Adult, then Emmaus. 

St. Andrew in Fairfax is holding its Fall Bazaar, 

Saturday November 3, 9am-12:30pm.  Our famous 

apple dumplings, cinnamon and caramel rolls will be 

served  starting at 9am.  Delicious potato/ham and 

vegetable beef soups, turkey supreme and BBQ 

sandwiches along with fantastic desserts will be 

served from 10:30am to 12:30pm.  Crafts, baked 

goods, country store, raffle items and much more 

will be available. 

Springfield United Methodist 

Church is holding its 31st Annual 

Turkey Dinner Wednesday, Novem-

ber 8, 2018.  Turkey & Dressing, 

Mashed Potatoes & Gravy, Cranber-

ries, Cole Slaw, corn, Rolls, Dessert, 

Beverage.  4:30-7:00pm.  Adults 

$11.00, Children 10 and under $5.00/  

Preschool $2.00.  Tickets available at 

Thrifty White, Ed’s Repair and Jim’s 

Market.  Delivered to shut-ins only.  

Take out meals at front door only. 

http://www.holy-redeemer.com
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September 16th through November 4th  
Abortion is the leading cause of death in the world, 

ending more lives than cardiovascular disease, can-

cer, AIDS, war, hunger ... or any other cause. 
 

 

You can change that! 

Visit www.40daysforlife.com 

October is Respect Life Month 

Celebrate the gift of Life! 

You will find Changelopes in the Gathering Space. 

Take them home and Collect loose change.  

During October,  Changelopes and donations  

of new or gently used baby items will be collected for    

First Choice Pregnancy Center in New Ulm  

Month 9 ~ It’s my Birthday! 

Thank you so much for all your prayers.  Because 

you prayed for me, I got the best of all gifts ~ 

LIFE! 

 

End of Life Issues- 
 From a Catholic Perspective. 

 

 October 28, 2018 after 8:30am Mass,  

in the Church Basement at St. Raphael 
 

 Fr. Phil will address typical end of life is-

sues from the Church’s perspective and 

will provide steps for putting together a 

Catholic Health Care Directive 
 

 Speaker John Tetzloff, an advanced case 

specialist for Catholic United Financial, 

will speak about the financial aspects of 

end of life decisions, including final ex-

penses, estate plans, charitable giving and 

power of attorney.  John will also cover 

topics on Medicare supplements and farm 

preservation. 

http://www.40daysforlife.com/

