
  

 

Vine & Branches  
Area Faith Community 

www.vineandbranchesafc.org 
 

September 1, 2019 

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

I am the vine, you are 
the branches.  
Whoever remains in 
me and I in him will 
bear much fruit,  
because without me 
you can do nothing. 

John 15:5  

Liturgies This Week 

Mon.    Sept 2 No Mass  
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Luke 4:16-30 

Tues. 

 

Sept 3 8:30am -MaryAnn Ochs (Spfd) 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-6, 9-11; Luke 4:31-37 

Wed.  Sept 4 10:00am +Ruth Schneider (SJLH) 

1:30pm (VVNH) 

Colossians 1:1-8; Luke 4:38-44 

Thurs Sept 5 8:00am (Sanb) 

Colossians 1:9-14; Luke 5:1-11 

Fri. 

 

Sept 6 School Mass 

8:30am +Terry Enge (Spfld) 

Colossians 1:15-20; Luke 5:33-39 

Sat. Sept 7 5:30pm +Ernie Vogel (Spfd) 

Colossians 1:21-23; Luke 6:1-5 

Sun. 

 

Sept 8 8:30am +Karen Hoscheit (Spfd) 

10:30am -AFC (Lamb) 

Wisdom 9:13-18b; Philemon 9-10, 12-17; 

Luke 14:25-33 

Baptism: Pre-baptism classes required- Contact Fr. Phil 

Marriage: All Catholics are to contact their pastoral leader 

at least 6 months before their wedding. 

 Prayer Chain 723-6636, 723-5757, 723-5651,  
  723-5670 
 Good Neighbor Thrift Store 723-5778   

 20 E Central, Springfield, MN 

 Office of Catholic Charities  866-670-5163 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  

 Saturday 4:45pm at St. Raphael 

 Sunday 10:15am at St. Joseph  

Bulletin Deadline: Wednesday at 1:00pm 

*Mass Stipend $10.00 

Church of St. Raphael & Area Office 
20 W Van Dusen Street ~ 507-723-4137 

Springfield MN 56087 

Email: straphael@newulmtel.net 
 

Church of St. Joseph 
400 W 2nd Ave, PO Box 458 ~ 507-752-7269 

Lamberton MN 56152 

& St. Thomas Oratory, Sanborn MN 

Email stjoseph@centurylink.net 
 

Pastor 

Fr. Phil Schotzko~ Office Phone: 723-4141 
phil.schotzko@newulmtel.net 
 

Deacon - Dcn. Barry Reindl  Phone: 723-5952 

barkmr7@gmail.com 
 

Pastoral Associate 
Sister Shirley Steines 507-752-7269 

Parish Phone    507-752-7269 
CCW Prayer Chain– Sister Shirley Steines 
 

Parish Secretary 
Raquel Kieper 723-4137 

straphael@newulmtel.net 
 

Parish Bookkeeper 
Connie Vogel   723-4137, fax 723-5409 

cvogel@newulmtel.net 
 

Faith Formation/Youth Ministry 
Anne Goedtke   723-4138 

straysfaithformation@gmail.com 
 

School Principal 
Beth Steffl  723-4136 

straysprincipal@newulmtel.net 
 

School Secretary  

Bev Krueger   723-4135 
straysschooloffice@newulmtel.net 

The Mission of the Vine & Branches Area Faith Community empowered by the Holy Spirit is to bear fruit that will 

last as Jesus commanded: by celebrating and proclaiming our Catholic faith as disciples of Jesus using our  

God-given gifts; by reaching out to and welcoming all people; and by centering our lives on the Eucharist,  

sacraments, scripture, service and the teaching of the Church. 

http://www.vineandbranchesafc.org
mailto:straphael@newulmtel.net
mailto:stjoseph@centurylink.net
mailto:cvogel@newulmtel.net
mailto:straphaelspringfield@gmail.com
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From Sister Shirley ~  
Happy Labor Day and Happy September! 

 

It is amazing how quickly the summer is passing and we have turned another page on the calendar. We continue to 

harvest the produce from our gardens and the orchards. The following prayer is from Give Us This Day Prayer 

book. 
 

“Blessed are you, Lord our God, 

Creator of the universe and Father of humanity. 

We praise you for your mighty works and for the wonders of your love. 

Hear our prayers today and grant your blessings to all workers. 

Let our work contribute to the good of all members of this community and to your glory forever and ever. Amen” 

 

                              

                ~ Sister Shirley~ 

From the Pastor ~    
You may have heard the phrase “I am at a loss for words”.  Usually it is said in reference to a momentous experience 

that has overwhelmed someone’s ordinary life experience and gone beyond the boundaries of their past experiences.  

In other words, they are losing a sense of the familiar and are faced with unknown territory. 
 

I went to a workshop recently where we, with the help of psychologist, Richard P. Johnson, PhD, took a hard look at 

loss and its effect in our lives.  He said some things that really got me thinking as I approach the later years of my life.  

He said that how we disengage and let go, defines us as human beings more than how we engage.  How we push away 

from some involvements that keep clambering for our attention can define our character.  We don’t notice this process 

when we are young and picking up speed. 
 

Then he said these two profound truths.  At least they are true for me:  1) Loss is at the core of every transition and  

2) Loss is the driving force for all human (and spiritual) growth. 
 

I have often said that the majority of my work as a small town pastor, in rural America at this time, is grief 

ministry...helping folks deal with the big and small losses in their lives.  However, to say that all human growth and 

development is motivated by some experience of loss challenged my perspective.  It made me want to befriend the 

losses in my life and to look behind the hard experiences for the gifts hidden in the pain and the letting go. 
 

I know some of you are saying, “Oh, you are a young pup yet!”  No doubt many of you have said a lot more “Good-

byes” to things, abilities and special people, than I have.  But every transition is filled with losses even as we say 

“Hello” to something new.  Do you remember the great transitions in your life?  Leaving home, getting married, 

receiving your first child, taking a new job in a new town or remembering life before and after cancer or a heart 

attack?  I am sure all these, and others you can think of, involved loss. 
 

The challenge for all of us is to have an attitude of openness that welcomes the opportunities present in every time of 

transition. 
 

The ultimate example for us is Jesus on the cross; this is real transition and loss.  It also held the secret to joy and new 

life hidden in its suffering and in its letting go of power, popularity, and sense of dignity.  Here the great loss of life is, 

in the same moment, the door to transformation and new life. 
 

Where He has gone, so must we. 

                                               ~Fr. Phil Schotzko~   
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~Church of St. Joseph~ 

~Please also pray for those in Need ~   

Coming Events 

St. Joseph- 

Contribution Budget July 1, 2019- June 30, 2020 

 Annual  Budget Budget to Date Received to Date 

Adults $61,000.00 $9,384.64 $8,395.45 

Student $850.00 $130.80 $76.00 

Loose Plate $5,000.00 $769.258 $810.00 

This week we remember these people in our prayers. 

Charles Willhite and Jane & Kevin Zimmermann 

Our Shepherd of the field:  

Msgr. Doug Grams 

Sept 1 10:30am Mass 

Sept 3 6:30am Bible Study 

Sept 4 1:30pm Mass at VV Nursing Home 

Sept 5 8:00am 
Mass at St. Thomas/Discussion 

Group 

Last Week’s Parish Revenue-St. Joseph 

Adult Envelopes  $605.00 

Student Envelopes $16.75 

Loose Plate $109.00 

Mission Coop $25.00 

Total Income  $755.75 

Dolores Berg Kris Redman Mary Arnoldi 

Pat Dauer Bruce Olson Kay Weisbrich 

Dorothy Dietl Ken Benedict Ken Arnoldi 

Marcia Olson Angie Axford Deb Ose 

Pat Strock Bretta Svejda Susanna Kronback 

September 8, 2019 

  10:30 am 

Servers Maia Scheffler 

  Emily DeCock 

Lector Craig Wetter 

EMC Gordy Wille 

  Barb Wetter 

 Emily Scheffler 

Head Usher Doug DeCock 

  Vern Hillesheim 

  Jason Axford 

 Austin Svejda 

Gifts Austin & Jennifer Svejda Family 

Counters Cathy Graff & Katy Wille 

Videographer Candi VanMeveren 

SSND 14th Annual NoFest Octoberfest has started. You 

will find the information posted on the bulletin board. 

The funds from this activity will benefit the sisters of the  

Central Pacific Province and our ministries.  If I can as-

sist you in completing the form or answering your ques-

tions, please contact me at 507-752-7269. Thank you for  

supporting my community and our ministries.  

Faith Formation Special Calendar of Events 

 
Sept 4  Return Registration Forms Grades 1-11 

 

Sept 18 Cleaning of Ditches Grades 7-11 beginning   

     at 6:30pm 

 

Sept 22 Confirmation Retreat 

 

Sept 25 First Class for Grades 1-11  6:45-8:00pm 

 

Oct 6   Confirmation Sunday at 10:30am Mass 

http://go.dynamiccatholic.com/K00bpHH00FnF19fwF2lS0O0
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~Church of St. Raphael~ 
Meetings and Activities 

Contribution Budget July 1, 20189 June 30, 2020 

 Annual  Budget Budget to Date Received to Date 

Adults $255,000.00 $39,230.80 $31,302.00 

Gr. 7-12 $1,000.00 $153.84 $36.00 

Pre K-6 $2000.00 $307.76 $139.75 

Last week’s Parish Revenue 

Adult Envelopes $2,969.00 

High School Gr. 7-12 $1.00 

Children through Gr. 6 $5.00 

Loose  Plate $104.00 

Capital Improvement $20.00 

Assumption $25.00 

Water Fountain Donation $150.00 

Fall Festival Donation $130.00 

Fall Festival Raffle $790.00 

Votive Candles $24.50 

Good Neighbor Thrift Store $646.75 

Total Income $4,865.25 

~Serving next Funeral will be Group D~ 

The 400 Club Winners this Week 

#4 JoAnn Rothmeier $65.00 

#47 Ryan Reinhart $65.00 

   

Sept 2 Labor Day Parish Office Closed 

  NO SCHOOL 

Sept 6 8:30am School Mass - grades 3/4 

 9:00am-4:00pm Adoration 

Sept 7  
Rogotzke/McMullen  

Wedding 

The 400 Club ~ Please show your  

support for the 400 Club .  Our loyal 

sellers are out and about selling tickets.  

There are also tickets available in the 

Parish Office.  Please be supportive of this worthy 

fundraiser. 

September 7 & 8, 2019 

  5:30pm 8:30am 

Servers Alexis Walter Paul Goedtke 

  Jaden Walter Rachel Beadell 

  VOLUNTEER Regan Beadell 

Lector Paul Pieschel Jim Miesen 

EMC Cathy Ochs Dcn. Barry Reindl 

 Dale Lindmeier Jim Miesen 

 VOLUNTEER Amy Vogel 

Accompanist Sharon Pieschel Goedtke Family 

Song Leader TBA Goedtke Family 

Rosary Jane Irlbeck Jim Miesen 

Head Usher Terry Ochs Mike Vogel 

  David Roiger Ryan Vogel 

  Luke Roiger Pat Vogel 

 VOLUNTEER Mike Rothmeier 

Communion SJLH Jim Miesen & Shelley Olson 

Videographer Joseph Goedtke 

Please remember in your prayers, LeRoy 

“Swede” Walters, father of Kathy Hillesheim, 

who recently passed away.  We extend our  

prayers and sympathy to his family and friends.   

Next weekend, the arch diocese will be taking up the 

National Collection for The Catholic University of 

America.  Located in the heart of the nation’s capital, 

Catholic University offers graduate and undergraduate 

courses in more than 180 academic programs.  By giv-

ing to the National Collection, you will help support 

more than 6,000 students who are seeing a faith-filled 

education at an institution that supports cutting-edge 

research in multiple fields.  Your investment will enable 

the University to continue to support the Church and to 

advance its work of preparing the next generation of 

leadership, both religious and lay, of our Church and 

nation.   

That Man is You is starting a new season on 

Friday, September 13th.  This years program is 

The Revelation of the Father, which covers 

men's rolls in spiritual & family matters.   

Everyone is welcome!  We meet Friday  

mornings from 6:00-7:30am. 
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          Please remember in your prayers: 

 Our Shepherd of the Field: Fr. Bernard Steiner 

 Please pray for our parishioners this week~ 

Sun:    Dustin & Rhonda Hauschild Family 

Mon:   Erin Hauth 

Tues:     Gerald & LaVonne Hauth 

Wed:     Kevin & Amy Hauth Family  

Thurs:  Monica Hauth 

Fri:    Preston Hauth 

Sat:       Roger & Diane Hauth 

 Weekly Candle Intentions ($2.00 offering) 

Special Inten. BJT  Special Inten. TJT  Special Inten. BEV 

Special Inten.  Special Inten. Grandchildren   

Good Neighbor Thrift Store 
 

 

September 3 – 7  Sweatshirts and Hoodies  50% off.    
 

Thank you to a great group of volunteers that came to 

help pack up clothing.  We appreciate your help.    
 

You are invited to join us as we celebrate our 

appreciation of our volunteers and those who support 

Good Neighbor Thrift at  Mass , Tuesday September 10, 

8:30 am followed by refreshments in the  

Gathering Space. 

FALL FESTIVAL 2019  
Sunday, September 15                                            

Silent Auction 

Silent Auction completed donation baskets of new items, 

are DUE!  If you haven’t already turned in your basket, 

please get it to the Parish Office this week.   If you have 

any questions, please contact Ashley Pietig  

(507-766-1726), Mariah Pietig (507-822-2634) or Sarah 

Boettger (507-227-5597). 
 

Live Auction 
Fall Festival donations for the live auction are now being 

collected through August 31st.  Please contact  Jon or  

Sheila Roiger (507-272-0907). 

 

Note from Fall Festival Country Store Committee… 

Garden Produce can be dropped off for the Country Store 

before mass on Saturday, September 14th.  There will be 

NO early sales this year.  The Country Store will be open 

on Sunday, September 15th 8:00am-2:00pm. 

 

Volunteers Needed….the link for the online volunteer 

sign up is www.volunteersignup.org/TCDMJ  Please go to this 

site to sign up if you haven’t already volunteered your 

time. 

Upcoming VIRTUS Training Sessions   

Mon. Sept. 9 6:30pm-9:30pm - Holy Trinity High 

School, Winsted. 

Wed. Sept. 11 6:30pm-9:30pm - Church of the Holy  

Rosary, North Mankato. 

Thur. Sept. 12 6:00pm-9:00pm - Church of Holy  

Redeemer (Carlin Hall), Marshall. 

Sun. Sept 22 4:00pm-7:00pm - St. Aloysius (Jubilee 

Center ), Olivia. 

Sat. Oct. 5 9:00am-12:00pm - Church of St. Anasta-

sia, Hutchinson. 

Mon. Oct. 7 6:30pm-9:30pm - Church of St. Mary, 

Willmar. 

You can register online through the diocesan 

website www.dnu.org/safeenvironment by  

clicking on the large red button in the left  

margin of the main Safe Environment web page. 

St. Raphael School 7th Annual Steeple Chase - 5K 

Fun Run/Walk,  Saturday, September 14, 2019 

 

Registration 7:00-7:50am      

Run Starts at 8:00am sharp 

 

Adults:  pre-registered fee $15 ($20 day of race) 

12 and under:  pre-registered fee $10 ($15 day of race) 

 

Registration is due by September 4, 2019. 

Registration forms can be found in the Church  

Gathering Space, School Office or Parish Office 

~Church of St. Raphael~ 

Fall Festival Raffle Ticket Envelopes are ready 

to be picked up and can be found in alphabetical 

order in the church Gathering Space! 

Coffee Connection is looking for people willing to help 

serve coffee and treats on Sundays  af-

ter mass.  Please contact the Parish Of-

fice or look for sign up sheets in the 

Gathering Space if your are willing to 

serve in this welcoming ministry.  Con-

tact Vicki Roiger if you have questions  

507-723-8864. 

The 2019 Annual Volunteer VIRTUS online training 

has been emailed.  If you are VIRTUS trained, please log 

into your account and complete the annual training ASAP.  

Thank you! 

http://www.volunteersignup.org/TCDMJ
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~Faith Formation &Youth Ministry~  

~St. Raphael School~  

St. Raphael Parish is looking for Rosary  

Leaders to join our Ministry Schedule.  If you 

are interested in volunteering, please contact the  

Parish Office at 723-4137. 

Liturgical Ministers Needed 
 

St. Raphael Church is in need of Liturgical Ministers 

(Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, Rosary Leaders, Ushers) 

for both our Saturday evening and Sunday morning  

masses.   
 

If you are interested in being a part of this ministry or 

have any questions, please contact Father Phil Schotzko 

at 507-723-4141 or Raquel Kieper at 507-723-4137 or 

email straphael@newulmtel.net  

Videographers Wanted! 

We are looking for both youth and adults that 

are interested in learning how to run the 

church video equipment and record our week-

end mass.  If this is something that you would 

be interested in, please contact the Parish Of-

fice at 507-723-4137 or Erin Hauth at 507-723-4138.  

This is a great way to earn some community service hours 

and it looks great on scholarship applications! 

Faith Formation will begin on Oct. 2nd! Registration forms are in the gathering space for you to pick up and fill out 

by September 22nd. If you have any questions or concerns please contact Anne at (507) 723-4138.  

 

Are you available on Wednesday afternoons or evenings this year? We are still in need of adult volunteers for the 

Faith Formation program! This could look like being a catechist, but also could simply be leading small group  

discussion or aiding another teacher. Whatever your gifts are, we can find a place for you and you will be surprised by 

how your own faith will grow stronger in the process of giving what you have! Call Anne or stop by her office to talk 

about how you might be able to use your gifts to serve the youth of this parish.               

Greetings… 
 

We are once again  having our magazine sale through Southwestern Fundraising. The students kicked off the  

fundraiser Thursday.  Our representative came in and showed them all the great prizes that they can earn by selling 

magazines.  Magazines can be purchased online by visiting gaschoolstore.com and using the school code is 2593861.   

Remember you are able to order magazines year round with the online code. Please make sure to let all your friends 

and family know they are able to help our school by ordering magazines through this fundraiser.  If you have any  

questions, please contact the office. 

 

Starting this week and next week, we have also implemented a new spelling program in kindergarten– 6th grade called 

Words Their Way. Words Their Way further individualizes the way students learn to spell words. It is a hands-on  

approach to practice spelling patterns in words. It allows students to manipulate words and/or pictures into different 

categories. This sorting helps students analyze and examine, compare and contrast, and differentiate the patterns in 

words. The students will have a spelling list that fits his/her spelling development and each grade may have three  

different lists throughout the grade.  

 

Upcoming Dates to Remember…. 

Saturday, September 14th - Steeple Chase 

Sunday, September 15th - Fall Festival 

                                                    ~Beth Steffl~ 

tel:(507)%20723-4138
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~Area Faith Community~ 

~Stewardship Corner~ 

 

The Joy of Stewardship-Sharing Out of Gratitude  

By Dan Potvin, Director of Mission Advancement 
 

Radical Stuff-”Everyone who owned land or houses 

would sell them and bring the money to the  

apostles” (Acts4:34). 
 

What was it that inspired the first Christian community 

to embrace such radical stewardship?  None of the early 

Church members claimed that their possessions were 

their own.  They understood the truth about stewardship-

we don’t really own anything, it comes from and  

belongs to God.  One of the joys of stewardship comes 

from the confidence in knowing that God always  

provides for our material and spiritual needs (Matthew 

6:33).  This belief frees us from uselessly worrying 

about of having enough!  “The kingdom is where God 

provides for all that we need.  It is the realm of  

sufficiency where we are no longer pulled here and there 

by anxiety about having enough” (Henri J.M. Nouwen). 
 

Armed with a God-grounded confidence, and inspired 

by the Holy Spirit, the first Christians embraced radical 

stewardship and shared everything they had!  Believing 

that everything we possess is a gift from God stirs up the 

virtue of gratitude in our hearts.  Gratitude to God then 

inspires us to make a conscious and confident decision 

to share our gifts. 
 

“Stewardship is sharing in gratitude not out of obligation 

or duty.”  When grateful hearts inspire giving, joy  

always accompanies the gift.  Imagine how grateful the 

first Christians were.  They had just received the  

incredible gift of a new life in Christ.  The first  

followers were “all in” and their stewardship was  

rewarded both personally, “God greatly blessed his  

followers, and no one went in need of anything” (Acts 

4:34) and as a community of believers, “each day the 

Lord added to their group others who were being 

saved” (Acts 2:47).  The example of stewardship we see 

in the Acts of the Apostles reminds us that stewardship 

is not new.  Stewardship is God’s idea.  It’s radical stuff, 

and God likes it. 
 

In next weeks Bulletin… 
Characteristics of a Faithful Steward 

CCW DUES cards have been mailed. PLEASE PAY 

YOUR $35 DUES TODAY. You can drop it in the  

collection, bring it to the Parish Office, or mail to Donna 

Krueger, 16423 County Road 16, Springfield, MN 

56087. Make checks payable to St. Raphael CCW. 

HONORARY MEMBERS ARE EXEMPT FROM 

PAYING DUES. 

Upcoming Area Events…. 
 

Sunday, September 8, 2019:  The Church of St. 

George Harvest Festival, West Newton Township, 

MN.  Bratwurst & Roast Beef Family Style Dinner 

10:30am-2:00pm.  Adults $12.00, Children (6-12) 

$5.00, Children 5 & under $2.00.  Takeouts available.  

Heritage Mass at 8:30am with music by The Wendinger 

Band. 
 

Sunday, September 8, 2019:  The Church of St. 

Catherine, Redwood Falls, Fall Festival.  Roast Beef 

dinner with mash potatoes/gravy, glazed carrots,  

broccoli salad and homemade pie.  11:00am-2:00pm.  

Adults $12.00, Children (4-11) $6.00, Children under 4 

are Free.  Polka Mass at 10:00am with the Harry 

Wojahn Band.   
 

“Fla-mingle on the Patio” at The Maples, 301 S. 

County Rd 5, Springfield.  Kickoff event to celebrate 

National Assisted Living Week Sunday, September 8, 

2019 11 a.m.-1 p.m.  Serving burgers and hotdogs with 

sides.  Entertainment for adults and children.  Free will  

donation proceeds will go toward a pergola for the but-

terfly garden and iPads for staff use.  RSVP to 

chrissyb@sjlhome.com or call 507-723-3250. 
 

Tuesday, September 10, 2019:  St. John’s Circle of 

Care Annual Family Picnic.  5:00pm-6:30pm.  Pulled 

Pork or Chicken Supreme sandwiches, Macaroni Salad 

or Cole Slaw, Dill Pickles and an assortment of Bars. lts 

$8.00 Children under 5 are Free.  Entertainment will be 

provided by Dick Kimmel.  RSVP to Deb Beyer by 

September 4th at 507-723-3200. 

The next CCW meeting is September 19th at 7pm in the 

church gathering space.  On the agenda is reviewing the 

proposed by-laws.  There are copies in the back of 

church or at the parish office to review prior to the  

meeting.  All women of the parish are welcome to 

attend. 

Pilgrimage to Italy with Father Aaron Johanneck 

Join Father Aaron Johanneck and fellow pilgrims from the Diocese of New Ulm on a winter pilgrimage to the great and 

holy place of Italy.  The dates are January 27-February 6, 2020 and there are 15 spaces still available.  We’ve selected 

beautiful hotels for this journey and a private motor coach will accompany us throughout the trip, making the trip com-

fortable for the whole family.  The price is $3,750.00 and this includes roundtrip airfare from MSP.  For more infor-

mation or to sign up please contact the tour coordinator, Joseph Long, at jlong@prorome.com or (540)466-6070.   

mailto:chrissyb@sjlhome.com
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Sunday, September 15, 2019 

8am –3pm 

~Mass at 8:30am~ 

St. Raphael Fall Festival 

~ Hearty Breakfast Buffet served 8:30am-12:30pm ~ 

Including Scrambled Eggs, Scrambled Eggs Supreme, Cheesy    Potatoes, 

Ham, Sausage, Rolls, Fresh Fruit, Juices, Milk & Coffee 

 Adults  - $10.00 

 Children age 10 –5  - $5.00  

  4 & Under - Free 

Country Store  Sweet Shoppe Cookie Bowling Craft Ladies 

Raffle Drawing after Live Auction  Silent Auction 8:00am-12:30pm 

Tied Balloon Animals Games  10:00am-2:00pm 

Live Auction at 1:00   Outdoor Beer Tent  TV Raffle 

Pulled Pork &Walking Taco Stand  Money Boards Old Time Music 
 

Check us out on Facebook: St. Raphael Catholic Church, Springfield MN 


