
  

 

Vine & Branches  
Area Faith Community 

www.vineandbranchesafc.org 
 

September 15, 2019 

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

I am the vine, you are 
the branches.  
Whoever remains in 
me and I in him will 
bear much fruit,  
because without me 
you can do nothing. 

John 15:5  

Liturgies This Week 

Mon.    Sept 16 No Mass  
1 Timothy 2:1-8; Luke 7:1-10 

Tues. 

 

Sept 17 8:30am +Mike Skoblik (Spfd) 

1 Timothy 3:1-13; Luke 7:11-17 

Wed.  Sept 18 8:00am +John Mihm (Lamb) 

10:00am +Ruth Schneider (SJLH) 

1 Timothy 3:14-16; Luke 7:31-35 

Thurs Sept 19 8:00am (Sanb) 

1 Timothy 4:12-16; Luke 7:36-50 

Fri. 

 

Sept 20 School Mass 

8:30am +Loren Rans (Spfld) 

1 Timothy 6:2c-12; Luke 8:1-3 

Sat. Sept 21 5:30pm +Allan & Alvin Prechel (Spfd) 

Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-13; Matthew 9:9-13 

Sun. 

 

Sept 22 8:30am -AFC (Spfd) 

10:30am +John Mihm (Lamb) 

Amos 8:4-7; 1 Timothy 2:1-8; Luke 16:1-13 

Baptism: Pre-baptism classes required- Contact Fr. Phil 

Marriage: All Catholics are to contact their pastoral leader 

at least 6 months before their wedding. 

 Prayer Chain 723-6636, 723-5757, 723-5651,  
  723-5670 
 Good Neighbor Thrift Store 723-5778   

 20 E Central, Springfield, MN 

 Office of Catholic Charities  866-670-5163 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  

 Saturday 4:45pm at St. Raphael 

 Sunday 10:15am at St. Joseph  

Bulletin Deadline: Wednesday at 1:00pm 

*Mass Stipend $10.00 

Church of St. Raphael & Area Office 
20 W Van Dusen Street ~ 507-723-4137 

Springfield MN 56087 

Email: straphael@newulmtel.net 
 

Church of St. Joseph 
400 W 2nd Ave, PO Box 458 ~ 507-752-7269 

Lamberton MN 56152 

& St. Thomas Oratory, Sanborn MN 

Email stjoseph@centurylink.net 
 

Pastor 

Fr. Phil Schotzko~ Office Phone: 723-4141 
phil.schotzko@newulmtel.net 
 

Deacon - Dcn. Barry Reindl  Phone: 723-5952 

barkmr7@gmail.com 
 

Pastoral Associate 
Sister Shirley Steines 507-752-7269 

Parish Phone    507-752-7269 
CCW Prayer Chain– Sister Shirley Steines 
 

Parish Secretary 
Raquel Kieper 723-4137 

straphael@newulmtel.net 
 

Parish Bookkeeper 
Connie Vogel   723-4137, fax 723-5409 

cvogel@newulmtel.net 
 

Faith Formation/Youth Ministry 
Anne Goedtke   723-4138 

straysfaithformation@gmail.com 
 

School Principal 
Beth Steffl  723-4136 

straysprincipal@newulmtel.net 
 

School Secretary  

Bev Krueger   723-4135 
straysschooloffice@newulmtel.net 

The Mission of the Vine & Branches Area Faith Community empowered by the Holy Spirit is to bear fruit that will 

last as Jesus commanded: by celebrating and proclaiming our Catholic faith as disciples of Jesus using our  

God-given gifts; by reaching out to and welcoming all people; and by centering our lives on the Eucharist,  

sacraments, scripture, service and the teaching of the Church. 

http://www.vineandbranchesafc.org
mailto:straphael@newulmtel.net
mailto:stjoseph@centurylink.net
mailto:cvogel@newulmtel.net
mailto:straphaelspringfield@gmail.com
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From Sister Shirley ~  
In the Gospel from Luke this week we have three parables that Jesus shares with the crowd. Pope Francis in his book, 

The Joy of Discipleship shares this comment. 
 

“Each one of us is that little lamb, the coin that was mislaid; each one of us is that son who has squandered his free-

dom on false idols, illusions of happiness, and has lost everything. But God does not forget us; the Father never aban-

dons us. He is a patient father, always waiting for us! He respects our freedom, but he remains faithful forever. And 

when we come back to him, he welcomes us like children into his house, for he never ceases, not for one instant, to 

wait for us with love. And his heart rejoices over every child who returns. He is celebrating because he is joy. God 

has this joy, when one of us sinners goes to him and asks his forgiveness.” 
 

May God’s Peace and Joy fill us abundantly. 

                                               ~ Sister Shirley~ 

From the Pastor ~    
This weekend of the School Steeple Chase and the Fall Festival at St. Raphael is one that brings excitement, a little 

anxiety and even leads to more prayer as active and involved folks hope-out-loud before God that all the efforts and 

sacrifices of time and energy will bear fruit.  We have prayed for good weather, generous volunteers and for a 

growing sense of community in just being together.  We pray for success as measured in the amount of funds gathered 

through various means from selling food, produce, and raffle tickets, to the silent and live auctions. It seems 

our  prayers are well on their way to being answered. Let us already give thanks and praise for the bounty that 

surrounds us and the goodness of our God. 
 

Actually, one of the things that I look forward to as much as anything is the liturgy on the morning of the Fall 

Festival. The energy and extra families that the Children’s Choir brings to the liturgy is just the beginning.  As 

celebrant I can feel the difference as visitors and regulars come with more alertness to the potential in the liturgy itself 

and in the activities that will follow. I just don’t see people falling asleep even during my homily! There is the 

unconscious awareness that we are better when we are together and this should be a really good time.  It certainly 

feels different from where I stand in front of the congregation even though this part of the day looks very similar to 

every other Sunday Mass. 
 

Perhaps I don’t need to point out that what each person brings to the liturgy effects the common experience in a BIG 

way. Your attitude, your openness, your smiles, your contribution in the responses and songs, all help lift the whole 

congregation. This is true every Sunday but on the day of the Festival and other major Feast Days this happens 

naturally without our awareness. My hope and prayer is that from young to old, we would come to realize that we can 

be in charge of our attitude, our preparation and participation in the mass every Sunday. It would then be more of a 

true celebration every Sunday.   
 

At any rate, if you are reading this bulletin it is likely that you were part of the prayer from a distance or you are/were 

there in person, making it an enjoyable and life-giving event in our Area Faith Community. Thank You for any and all 

of your contributions.  Remember we can have a Festival any time we choose because it just takes a few people with 

the right attitude and energy to be like yeast in the dough the effects the whole batch. 

May our gracious God continue to draw us together in love and help us to rejoice and give thanks.  For if you have 

gratitude in your heart you “have it all”!                        ~Fr. Phil Schotzko~   

Confirmation Retreat 

The Confirmation students, Bridget, Kaylee, Chelsey, Ash-

ley and Hailey, would greatly appreciate your prayers during 

the month of September as they participate in their Confir-

mation retreat along with the other confirmands from our  

Area Faith Community.  These young people will also be 

meeting with Jeff Strock and Sister Shirley for their group 

interview during the month.  Their retreat is scheduled for 

Sunday, September 22 starting at noon and concluding with 

a 5:30pm Sunday Mass with their parents at St. Raphael.  

Please also include in your prayers, Sister Bridget Waldorf, 

SSND, the retreat presenter. 

If you are interested in being a member of the  

Liturgy/Environment Committee, please mark the  

category on the sign up sheet this weekend. We have 

two committee meetings during the year.  

 

Our committee is requesting gourds and pumpkins for 

fall decorating for outside the front of 

church.  Thanks for your assistance. 
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~Church of St. Joseph~ 

~Please also pray for those in Need ~   

Coming Events 

St. Joseph- 

Contribution Budget July 1, 2019- June 30, 2020 

 Annual  Budget Budget to Date Received to Date 

Adults $61,000.00 $11,730.80 $11,597.45 

Student $850.00 $163.50 $90.25 

Loose Plate $5,000.00 $961.60 $873.00 

This week we remember these people in our prayers. 

Mary & Ken Arnoldi and Diane Arnsdorf 

Our Shepherd of the field:  

Msgr. Doug Grams 

Sept 15 10:30am Mass 

Sept 17 6:30am Bible Study 

Sept 18 8:00am Mass 

 6:30pm Ditch Cleaning 

Sept 19 8:00am Mass - St. Thomas/Discussion 

Last Week’s Parish Revenue-St. Joseph 

Adult Envelopes  $1,292.00 

Student Envelopes $9.00 

Loose Plate $0.00 

Catholic University $87.00 

Speakers $200.00 

Funeral Stipend $150.00 

Total Income  $1,738.00 

Dolores Berg Kris Redman Mary Arnoldi 

Pat Dauer Bruce Olson Kay Weisbrich 

Dorothy Dietl Ken Arnoldi Joe Berg 

Angie Axford Deb Ose Pat Strock 

Bretta Svejda Ken Lang Susanna Kronback 

September 22, 2019 

  10:30 am 

Servers Isaac Kronback 

  Caleb Kronback 

Lector Austin Svejda 

EMC Jeanna Olson 

  Teresa Wenisch 

 Kathy Valentin 

Head Usher Jim Olson 

  Jeanna Olson 

  Jim Imker 

 Jason Axford 

Gifts Jim & Jeanna Olson 

Counters Fred Berg & Teresa Wenisch 

Videographer Candi VanMerveren 

Please remember in your prayers, Ken Benedict, 

whose funeral is Saturday, September 14.  We extend 

our prayers and sympathy to his family, friends and 

community members.  May Ken be enjoying his eter-

nal reward. 
 

Please remember in your prayers, David McRae, who 

recently passed away.  We extend our prayers and 

sympathy to his wife, family and friends.  May David 

be enjoying his eternal reward. 

Faith Formation Special Calendar of Events 
 

Return Registration Forms for Grades 1-11 as 

soon as possible! 
 

Sept 18 Cleaning of Ditches Grades 7-11 beginning   

     at 6:30pm 
 

Sept 22 Confirmation Retreat 
 

Sept 25 First Class for Grades 1-11  6:45-8:00pm 
 

Oct 6   Confirmation Sunday at 10:30am Mass 
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~Church of St. Raphael~ 
Meetings and Activities 

Contribution Budget July 1, 20189 June 30, 2020 

 Annual  Budget Budget to Date Received to Date 

Adults $255,000.00 $49,038.50 $41,863.00 

Gr. 7-12 $1,000.00 $192.30 $36.00 

Pre K-6 $2000.00 $384.70 $258.75 

Last week’s Parish Revenue 

Adult Envelopes $5,506.00 

High School Gr. 7-12 $0.00 

Children through Gr. 6 $93.00 

Loose  Plate $258.00 

Capital Improvement $10.00 

Red Heart $10.00 

Diocesan United Fund $25.00 

All Saints $15.00 

World Mission $25.00 

Catholic University $350.00 

Fall Festival Donation $400.00 

Fall Festival Raffle $1,140.00 

Coffee Connection $10.00 

Votive Candles $12.60 

School Desk Donation $72.00 

Good Neighbor Thrift Store $781.54 

Total Income $8,708.14 

~Serving next Funeral will be Group D~ 

The 400 Club Winner this Week 

#23 Brian Weber 150.00 

   

   

Sept 16 1:00pm Craft Ladies Meet 

Sept 18 6:00pm 
First Reconciliation Meeting 

-church basement 

 7:30pm 

2020 Confirmation Parent/

Student Meeting-church 

basement 

Sept 19 7:00pm CCW Meeting 

Sept 21 8:30am School Mass 

Sept 22  

Coffee Connection/

Cemetery Sunday/Church 

Awards 

 12:00-6:30pm Confirmation Retreat 

Congratulations to Dale & Amanda McMullen 

who were married on September 7, 2019. May 

the Lord bless them as they begin to live out their 

vocation of marriage. 

The 400 Club ~ Please show your  

support for the 400 Club .  Our loyal 

sellers are out and about selling tickets.  

There are also tickets available in the 

Parish Office.  Please be supportive of this worthy 

fundraiser. 

That Man is You is starting a new season on 

Friday, September 13th.  This years program is 

The Revelation of the Father, which covers 

men's rolls in spiritual & family matters.   

Everyone is welcome!  We meet Friday  

mornings from 6:00-7:30am. 

September 21 & 22, 2019 

  5:30pm 8:30am 

Servers Chase Groebner Jada Reese 

  Triston Groebner Noelle Reese 

  VOLUNTEER VOLUNTEER 

Lector Max Meine Meriah Kirschstein 

EMC Max Meine Dcn. Barry Reindl 

  Laura Bast Kathy Kirschstein 

 VOLUNTEER Chris Tauer 

Accompanist Julie Prechel Goedtke Family 

Song Leader Julie Prechel Goedtke Family 

Rosary Jane Irlbeck Kathleen Goedtke 

Head Usher Steve Meine Steve Woidylla 

  Richard Dauer Donna Woidylla 

  Pat Lang Arland Roiger 

 VOLUNTEER Cher Roiger 

Communion SJLH Dale Lindmeier & Diane Hauth 

Videographer Lexie Vogel 
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Check out Channel 8–Cablecast 

 St. Raphael Sunday Mass  

Every Tuesday at 5:00 pm & Friday at 6:00 pm 

*Letter and Spirit - Episode 1 

Every Tuesday at 11:00am * Thursday at 7:00pm 

          Please remember in your prayers: 

 Our Shepherd of the Field: Fr. Bernard Steiner 

 Please pray for our parishioners this week~ 

Sun:    Steve & Chris Helget Family 

Mon:   Kenneth Jr. & Patricia Hemmingsen 

Tues:     Lamonte & Donna Henrichs 

Wed:     Wayne Henriksen 

Thurs:  Cletus & Kathy Hillesheim 

Fri:    Dan & Cindy Hillesheim 

Sat:       Jennifer Hillesheim Family 

 Weekly Candle Intentions ($2.00 offering) 

Special Inten. BJT  Special Inten. TJT  Special Inten. BEV 

Special Inten.  Special Inten. Grandchildren   

Good Neighbor Thrift Store 
 

Thrift   September 17 – 20.    

50% Off any item with a  

Springfield or Tigers logo on it. 

 

It was nice seeing  those that were able to join us for 

our  appreciation  Mass.   We love the support you have 

for Good Neighbor Thrift thru your volunteering, 

shopping, donating and your words.  Thank-you 

Upcoming VIRTUS Training Sessions   

Sun. Sept 22 4:00pm-7:00pm - St. Aloysius (Jubilee 

Center ), Olivia. 

Sat. Oct. 5 9:00am-12:00pm - Church of St. Anasta-

sia, Hutchinson. 

Mon. Oct. 7 6:30pm-9:30pm - Church of St. Mary, 

Willmar. 

You can register online through the diocesan 

website www.dnu.org/safeenvironment by  

clicking on the large red button in the left  

margin of the main Safe Environment web 

page. 

CCW DUES cards have been mailed. PLEASE PAY 

YOUR $35 DUES TODAY. You can drop it in the  

collection, bring it to the Parish Office, or mail to Donna 

Krueger, 16423 County Road 16, Springfield, MN 56087. 

Make checks payable to St. Raphael CCW. HONORARY 

MEMBERS ARE EXEMPT FROM PAYING DUES. 

~Church of St. Raphael~ 

The next CCW meeting is September 19th at 7pm in the 

church gathering space.  On the agenda is reviewing the 

proposed by-laws.  There are copies in the back of church 

or at the parish office to review prior to the  

meeting.  All women of the parish are welcome to 

attend. 

Coffee Connection is looking for people 

willing to help serve coffee and treats on 

Sundays  after mass.  Please contact the 

Parish Office or look for sign up sheets in 

the Gathering Space if your are willing to 

serve in this welcoming ministry.   

Contact Vicki Roiger if you have questions 507-723-8864. 

ADULT CHOIR is beginning  

rehearsals on Wednesday, September 

18 at 7:15 pm.  New members are  

always welcome to join us!   Any  

questions, please contact Julie Prechel 

by calling 723-8875 or email jprechel2@hotmail.com.   

Thank you for your generous contribu-

tions to last week’s special second col-

lection for The Catholic University of 

America!  Your investment enables 

Catholic University to advance its work 

of preparing the next generation of lead-

ership, both lay and religious, of our Church and nation. 

Applications for the 2019-2020 MN Valley Action  

Council's Energy Assistance Program will be available 

on October 1, 2019.  The application can be found on their 

website mnvac.org.  The deadline to apply is May 31, 

2020.  A fact sheet and poster can be found on the kiosk in 

the Gathering Space. 

mailto:jprechel2@hotmail.com
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~Faith Formation &Youth Ministry~  

~St. Raphael School~  

September 18th:  

First Reconciliation Meeting *parents only* -6pm in 

the gathering space      
 

Parent and Student Meeting for the 2020  

Confirmation Class -7:30pm in gathering space 
 

September 22nd:  

12-6:30pm Confirmation Retreat *Mass included* 
 

October 2nd:  
Faith Formation Kickoff!  

3:30-5:00 K-6th Grade    7:00-8:30: 7-11th Grade 

Greetings… 
We have had a buzz of activity this week in the school and parish office as three important fundraisers all come to a 

conclusion this week and weekend! The Fall Festival, the Magazine Drive and the Steeple Chase!  I would like to 

thank all who have helped, volunteered their time or donated money or goods to these three events! We could not do 

this without your support! 
 

This Saturday, September 14th at 8:00AM, is the 7th annual 5K Fun run/walk aptly named the Steeple Chase—as the 

route goes past all the churches (steeples) in Springfield. The last few years, we have raised approximately $5,000 

from the sponsors, shirt sales and pledges. This year the profit goal for the Steeple Chase is $8,000.  I have agreed 

to spend the night on the roof of St. Raphael (on a date of my choosing after the Steeple Chase) if the profits 

from the Steeple Chase meet or exceed our $8,000 goal. As of today (9/11/19) our total is $4,105.00.  We are over 

half-way there!  We will see if our students and sponsors can raise the rest of the money in the next few days to put me 

on the roof! I certainly hope that we reach our goal and I get a night under the stars! 
 

Unfortunately, this is also my weekend for my Graduate Program studies and so I will be attending my classes this  

Saturday and Sunday.  On Saturday, I begin my second year.  I have already begun work on my research project which 

will explore the relationship between teacher/parent communication and how it effects student achievement and  

student self-esteem.  This summer, I did all the background research for my study.  This semester, I will be gathering 

data through surveys and interviews from our own St. Raphael School teachers, students and parents.  I will compile 

and analyze the data, draw conclusions and I will present my study at a professional conference in April at SMSU.  It is 

interesting work and I look forward to digging in to my study! 

 

Blessings!                                              ~Beth Steffl~ 
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~Area Faith Community~ 

~Stewardship Corner~ 

Are you a good steward or a bad steward? 
 

Remember the scene in “The Wizard of Oz” when Glin-

da, the Good Witch of the North, asks Dorothy if she is 

a good witch or a bad witch?  It’s right after Dorothy’s 

house lands in Oz, killing the Wicked Witch of the East 

in the process.  
 

Dorothy proclaims that she’s not a witch at all, but it 

turns out she has much more power than she realizes.  

Enough to defeat the Wicked Witch of the West and re-

turn home to Kansas. 
 

So I ask you, are you a good steward or a bad steward?  

And do you realize the power you  have to do good-or 

harm-in your organization?  
 

You might think that’s an odd question, but stewardship 

is the best word I can think of to describe the responsi-

bility we have to care for the institutions we work for or 

derive value from, whether it’s an employer, school, 

church, club or civic group. 
 

If you’re a leader, you need to learn to cultivate steward-

ship-and you need to be able to distinguish the differ-

ence between good stewards and bad stewards. 
 

A steward is one who manages the property or affairs of 

another.  It’s an Old English word that means guardian 

or keeper of the house or hall, but it has its roots in an-

cient Greece where servants were entrusted by their 

masters to run the affairs of the household.  This is in 

keeping with the Christian interpretation of stewardship, 

which teaches that we are called upon to take care of 

what belongs to our Master, who has created everything 

on our behalf.  While we are entrusted with the Earth 

and all that is on it, we do not own it.  We are only its 

caretaker and in the end will be held accountable for 

how well we treat the planet and its inhabitants. 
 

Businesses that practice stewardship have adopted a 

similar ethos of sustainability, future-focused perfor-

mance, and a sense of purpose and responsibility that 

puts the well-being of employees, consumers and com-

munity above short-term financial gain. 
 

Every organization has its stewards.  They volunteer 

their time and talent for the betterment of the organiza-

tion.  They live the institution’s values, carry on its tra-

ditions, preserve its history and instill its culture.  They 

are the teachers, the doers, the fixers, the organizers, the 

counselors and the peacekeepers. 

In next weeks Bulletin… 
Characteristics of good stewards. 

Upcoming Area Events…. 
 

Sunday, September 15, 2019:  Church of St. Pius X, 

Glencoe, Fall Festival.  10:30am-2:00pm.  Mass at 

10:00am.  Old Fashioned Chicken & Sausage Dinner 

with sauerkraut, real mashed potatoes and gravy, dress-

ing, corn, rolls, homemade pie and beverage.  Take outs 

available.  Adults $11.00; Children 3-10 $5.00 and Chil-

dren 2 and under are Free.  Kids games, Bingo, Country 

Store, Raffle. 
 

Sunday, September 22, 2019:  Church of St. Mary, 

New Ulm, Fall Festival.  9:00am Mass.  Meal served 

10:00am-12:30pm.  Ribs, Baked Potato, Baked Beans, 

Coleslaw, Roll, Dessert.  Kids Meal offered as well.  

Adults $10.00; Children $5.00.  Take-outs available.  

Kids games, Bingo, Country Store, Theme Basket  

Auction and much more! 
 

Sunday, October 6, 2019:  Church of the Holy  

Family Annual Bazaar, Silver Lake, MN.  Polka 

Mass at 10:00am.  Pork Chop & Bologna Dinner 

11:00am-2:00pm.  Adults $10.00; Children ages 4-10 

$5.00.  Take-outs available.  Bingo, Kids Games,  

Country Store, Cake Walk, Baked Goods, and much 

more! 

http://go.dynamiccatholic.com/VwHB002fbm0O100HFpbFiS0
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